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Ozhaawashko-Binesi Iwke (Mary Houle)
has left us to the Spirit World
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Treaty Territory – Since 2016, 1.57 million products and supports have 
been approved under Jordan’s Principle across Canada.  Named in 
memory of little Jordan Anderson of Norway House, Jordan’s Principle 
ensures all First Nations children living in Canada can access the products, 
services and supports they need, when they need them. 
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Treaty 2 Territory – With heavy hearts that we announce the loss of our 
grandmother Ozhaawashko-Binesi Iwke (Mary Houle).  Mary was our 
Grandmother, founding member of our Grandmother Council and proud member 
of Kakakwekejeong.  She will join her husband Ozhaawashko-Binesi (Percy 
Houle) who was very instrumental for our Nation, Territory and Government and 
left us for the spirit world last year.

Skownan First Nation Hosts 15O Year
Commemoration of Treaty 2

GRAND COUNCIL POSTPONED

In Nations throughout our Treaty 2 Territory, we’ve learned of a wide 
range of health, social and educational supports being made available 
to assist with the unique needs of First Nations children, youth and 
those with disabilities. Ni-Niin-Jan-Is-Ag Jordan’s Principle Program is 
doing just that.

Ebb & Flow Ni-Niin-Jan-Is-Ag Jordan’s Principle Program 
hosts Family Day as part of Treaty Celebrations

Treaty 2 Territory – While many of the Nations in the Territory commemorated the 
making of Treaty 2, in August of 2021, Skownan First Nation postponed their event 
in light of the Pandemic and in an effort to ensure the wellness and wellbeing of 
citizens in their Nation. Treaty 2 was made at Manitoba Post on August 21, 1871. 
That said, we are still in the 150th Year since Treaty was made with representatives 
of the Queen of Great Britain, and Ireland.
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Ebb & Flow Ni-Niin-Jan-Is-Ag Jordan’s Principle Program
hosts Family Day as part of Treaty Celebrations... from page 1

Ebb and Flow’s Ni-Niin-Jan-Is-Ag 
Jordan’s Principle Program has become 
one of the greatest supports and 
resources for children and families 
in the Nation. While the majority of 
programs and services operate out of 
their newly built facility, this week they 
changed their busy schedule a bit to 
accommodate and participate in Ebb & 
Flow First Nation’s Treaty Celebrations.

The Ni-Niin-Jan-Is-Ag Program hosted 
an entire FAMILY FUN DAY at beautiful 
Eagle Island. Under warm sunny skies, 
families came out to enjoy a BBQ, Bouncy 
Castles, “Back to School” Scramble, and 
a variety of Relay Races. The Island was 
packed throughout the entire day as 
people, young and elderly ate, laughed, 
and enjoyed being together after a 
challenging 2 year pandemic.

Ni-Niin-Jan-Is-Ag Jordan’s Principle 
Program has an extremely dedicated 

Grand Council Postponed; Ozhaawashko-Binesi Iwke
(Mary Houle) has left us to the Spirit World... from page 1

team of management and staff who 
work closely with the accredited Ebb 
and Flow Health Centre. Services 
include speech therapy, medical 
equipment, educational supports, 
mental health services etc.; while 
programming focuses on land based, 
and cultural activities.

Our Treaty 2 Territory staff  couldn’t 
help but notice a mutual respect 
between all those were present 
at Family Day yesterday. It was 
very well organized, and everyone 
worked together ensure all in 
attendance were safe, and enjoying 
themselves. We commend Ni-Niin-
Jan-Is-Ag JP Staff, and all of the 
helpers that made this day one to 

remember for families, and especially 
the Abinoonjiaag. Happy Treaty Days! 
Keep up the incredible work Vanessa, 
and Team.

“We have lost a huge part of our Nation today with 
Mary going to the spirit world.  We would like to 
send prayers, smudge, and thoughts right now to 
her family and the Nation of Kakakwekejeong”, said 
Ogichidaa Cornell McLean.

During the grand entry at Kakakwekejeong Ogema 
Wayne Desjarlais and Knowledge Council Chair 
acknowledged the work Mary did for many years for 
Kakakwekejeong and the Treaty 2 Territory.

We were very fortunate to have such a wonderful 
person teach and guide us; she will truly be missed. 
She will always sit with us at the sacred fire, now on 
the other side.

The Grand Council in Kakakwekejeong that was set 
for August 23/24 will be postponed to a later date.

Contributed By:
Marlene Davis, Keeper, Moccasin Trail News

Photos By: Arthur McKay, Regional Officer 
Helper/Scott Lynxleg, Internal/External Keeper
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is comprised of 
FNT2T Membership, 

meets annually 
to discuss current 

collective business, 
pass resolutions and 

vote on laws.
Grand

Council

Skownan First Nation Hosts 15O Year
Commemoration of Treaty 2... from page 1

With it being only a few days to the 
anniversary date, Skownan hosted an 
incredible one day event on August 
17th, 2022.

The 8 hour agenda included a lunch 
followed by a Grand Entry as the 
North Wolf Ojibway Singers from 
Ebb & Flow shared their Flag Song, 
and Victory Song. Loretta Ross of the 
Treaty Relations Commission shared 
words on the meaning of the Treaty, 
and the healing, discussions and 
work that we need to continue to 
strengthen and maintain that Treaty 
relationship.

Guests were honoured to watch 
and listen to little Gabriella Maud 
speak Anishinaabemowin, and the 
Oo-Day-Mina Singers as Inter-tribal 
demonstrations were performed.

Jigging and Square Dancing 
Performances energized the crowd 
as Theoron Anderson played fiddle 
backed up by his brother Darin of the 
Mosquitoz.

Following supper break, guests were 
invited back to enjoy the sounds of 
Indian City, and Northern entertainer 
Richard Farrow.

Our Treaty 2 Territory Government 
commends the Skownan First 
Nation on hosting today’s incredible 

commemoration event along with 
their Nation’s Treaty Day Celebrations 
last week.

Miigwech for inviting us to be a part of 
this significant event.
 
Contributed By:
Marlene Davis, Keeper – Moccasin Trail 
News
Photos By: Scott Lynxleg, Internal/
External Keeper
Arthur McKay, Regional Offices Helper
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is comprised of the Ogemas 
Council and a Chairperson from 

each of the Ogemaakwek, 
Knowledge, Ininiiug, 

Ikwewak and Youth Councils, 
meets regularly to provide 

direction in drafting laws and 
resolutions to be presented 

to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Governing 
Council

Kithithkatchewanang (Dauphin River) First Nation 
Celebrates Treaty Days with Ice Road Trucker
Treaty 2 Territory – Kithithkatchewanang 
(Dauphin River) may be a bit of a distance 
off of Highway #6, but that didn’t stop 
Ice Road Trucker Alex Debogorski from 
visiting the Nation to help them celebrate 
their Annual Treaty Days Events. Alex, 
known by many who watch Ice Road 
Truckers on the History Channel, spent 
some time in Dauphin River meeting 
and greeting fans, taking pictures, and 
signing autographs.

It’s no secret that Dauphin River has had 
it’s share of triumphs over the past few 
years. However, with their strong faith 
and fellowship, they came together to 
plan and carry out 4 days of absolute 
excitement for the Nation.

Chief Lawrence Letander spent a day with 
AFN Regional Chief Cindy Woodhouse 
as they sat together with the RCMP to 
distribute the Treaty payouts.

Throughout the week, various events and 
activities took place including a Gospel 
Jam, Canoe/Kayak Races, Various Relays, 
Airband Contest, Jigging Contest, Day Pin 
Nak Square Dancing, Moose and Goose 
Calling, Horseshoes, Silent Auction and 
more. Daily Breakfasts were hosted, in 
addition to a BBQ hosted by the Health 
Centre.

Our Treaty 2 Territory Keepers and 
Helpers had an incredible time in 
Dauphin River, and we commend Chief 
Letander, Council, and the Citizens 
for hosting such a fun-filled week for 
Kithithkatchewanang.

Contributed By: 
Marlene Davis, Keeper – Moccasin Trail News
Photos By: Scott Taylor, Internal/External Keeper 
| Lana Racette, Regional Offices Lead Keeper
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Treaty 2 Territory – The 
Tootinaowaziibeeng annual health 
fair was held Aug 03,2022 at the 
Tootinaowaziibeeng nation hall. 
There was a variety of information 
and services booth set up for the 
members to engage with.

FNT2T government had a booth set 
up for the members to enquire and 
ask questions on what FNT2T is and 
how the members can be involved. 
The event was well attended by 
the members and a great meal 
was served. Entertainment was 
provided by indigenous entertainer 
Dennis Chartrand who sang songs 
in the language and entertained the 
audience. FNT2T would like to thank 
the Tootinaowaziibeeng health 
department for the invite to this 
positive nation event. Please look for 
up coming events and engagements 
in your nation.

Scott Lynxleg
Internal/External Relations Keeper

Tootinaowaziibeeng Health holds annual health 
fair for members to engage and participate
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review laws and provide 
recommendations to 

guide the Mikinaak Circle, 
Governing Council and 

Executive Council in their 
deliberations and also  

guide the Crane Circle in 
Peacemaking Appeals. They 

participate in meetings 
to ensure Anishinaabe 

methodologies and provide 
wisdom and guidance.

Ogemawkeg
Council

Kakakwekejeong hosts one of the best 
Powwows in it’s history
Treaty 2 Territory – In August of 
1996, Kakakwekejeong Anishinaabe 
Nation (Ebb and Flow First Nation) 
commemorated 125 Years since the 
making of Treaty 2 which took place at 
Manitoba Post just south of the Nation.
Since then, the Nation has been strong 
and steadfast each year in hosting 
weeklong Treaty events, followed by 
one of the biggest Traditional Powwows 
in the Prairies.

For 23 years strong, during the third 
weekend in August, the powwow circuit 
came to Kakakwekejeong – until the 
Covid-19 Pandemic hit. For 2 years, the 
arbor sat empty as our people tried their 
best remain safe, and out of harms way 
from the Coronavirus.

It was time for our dancers to bring out 
there regalia, and time for our drums to 
be heard; therefore a dedicated group of 
volunteers from Kakakwekejeong came 
together to begin planning to host 
Ebb & Flow’s 24th Annual Traditional 
Powwow.

Planning this year’s powwow didn’t 
come without obstacles. A new location 
was needed as the former arbor was 
removed with the building of a new 
school. Plans to host the powwow at 
the location of the old band hall were 
sidelined due to the saturation of the 
grounds following much rainfall. Plan 
B was executed, and with consultation 
of Elders in Bacon Ridge, the planning 
committee decided to bring the 
powwow to Bacon Ridge, just a 
kilometer from the reserve line. Hydro 

had to be installed, the grounds had to 
be brushed and cut, and an arbor had 
to be built, and painted. They made it 
happen though, all within a month.
 
And so, for 3 days from August 19th to 
21st, the sounds of drumming, singing, 
bells, jingles and whistles could be heard 
throughout Bacon Ridge. The school 
yard at the site of the former Hillridge 
School was packed from one end to the 
other with RV’s and tents. The arbor 
sat over the former baseball diamonds 
surrounded by more Rv’s, tensts, food 
booths, apparel booths, the powwow 
registration office, and the location of 
where the tipi sat and where sacred fire 
burned. Parking overflowed into the 
driveways of those who lived close by.

However, even with so many beautiful 

dancers, bright colours, and beaded 
moccasins in the arbor, there was 
somber feeling over the weekend as 
news was shared on Friday afternoon 
that Grandmother Ozhaawashko-Binesi 
Iwke, Mrs. Mary Houle had left us for 
the Spirit World. Mary and Percy were 
original founders, and supporters of 

the annual traditional powwow in 
Kakakwejeong. They attended each 
year, they danced and have several 
children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren who dance. In Mary’s 
final hours, she shared that she wanted 
this year’s powwow to continue, no 
matter what. Mary was very lonesome 
for Percy and it gives her family so much 
comfort knowing that their parents will 
once again be together.

Throughout the weekend, Mary 
and Percy’s family danced in their 
memory, and continued to volunteer as 
oshkaabewisag for the powwow.

Throughout the 3 days, I had the 
opportunity to meet visitors who have 
come from as far as Vancouver for this 
year’s powwow. We met visitors from 



MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS                     7

w w w . m o c c a s i n t r a i l n e w s . c o m  |  w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m  |  w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

Calgary, Cote, and vendors from as far 
away as Quebec.

Saturday Night, Highway 278 along the 
powwow grounds was lined for miles as 
visitors came to take in fireworks show, 
something that Ebb and Flow Powwow 
is known for.  In the history of Bacon 
Ridge, never has there been so many 
people, and visitors here.

The powwow hosted many specials, and 
giveaways. All dancers and drum groups 
received honorariums while several 
dancers were gifted prize money for 
dancing the best in their categories. For 
3 days, the temperature soared above 
30 degrees Celsius and still, each grand 
entry filled the arbor.

We commend this year’s powwow 

committee for their commitment, and 
dedication in making this year’s powwow 
such a success. Acknowledgement to 
Olga Houle, Francine Houle , John Houle, 
Darren Thompson, Rhonda Delorme, 
Melanie Monkman, Valerie Richard, 
Teegan Delorme, and Annie St. Paul for 
their tireless work.

Congratulations to the citizens of 

Kakakwekejeong for coming together to 
support the committee, the drummers, 
the dancers, the vendors etc. We are 
always amazed by the hospitality shown 
to us in Ebb & Flow. Mino Ezhichigen!!
Baamaapii, gi-gaawaabaamin miinwaa.
Miigwech giigindaman.

Contributed By: Marlene Davis, Keeper – 
Moccasin Trail News
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is comprised of one 
appointed member who 
is a Knowledge Holder 

and/or Keeper (including 
Elders) from each Local 

Nation, providing 
recommendations, 

governance support, 
accreditation college, 
speakers bureau and 

guides all the Councils in 
their deliberations with 
a member participating 
at all Council meetings.

Knowledge 
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – August 19 and 
20, 2022 almost 151 Years since 
Treaty 2 was signed (August 21, 
1871), Gilbert Plains Country Club 
once again played host to one of the 
biggest golf tournaments of the year, 
Treaty 2 Territory’s annual Battle of 
the Nations.  There were teams from 
all over Treaty 1, 2, 4, and 5; the 
competition was stiff on both days.

The Ikwe  teed off on August 19 with 
7 teams and they all played great 
games!  Team Sap cleaned up hitting 
a couple of CP’s, skins, and placed in 
1st!  2nd place was taken by Team 
OCN, and 3rd going to Team .

Amazing job ladies, you all played a 
great game!

The Men teed off the following day, 
there were 35 teams registered when 
the shotgun start hit off at 10:30 am.  
All the guys played a good round, and 
there were several ties for first one 
the front 9, the back 9 is when the 
separation started happening.

In the end, it was the boys on the 
boarder of Treaty 2 Territory, Merv 
Spence’s Team Sandy Bay who 
shot a 59 on the day to win the 
Championship Flight.  Coming in 
2nd, another Team Sandy Bay lead 
by youngster Brady Racette who 

Battle of the Nations 2022 hits big once again!

shot a 60 on the countback.  3rd 
place went to Faron Genaille’s Team 
Sapotaweyak who also finished with 
a 60 on the countback.

It was a great day of golf, and next 
year we are shooting for a 3 day 
tournament in June, with youth, jack 
and jill, women’s and men’s divisions.  

Miigwech to all who came out to 
compete, it was definitely one to 
remember.   Until next year, Have a 
good one!

Craig Beaulieu
Sports and Recreation Keeper
Odaminoang Circle
craig.beaulieu@fnt2t.com
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CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT
• 1st – Team Sandy Bay – Merv 

Spence, Brian Spence, Greg Starr, 
and Waylon Joe Eastman

• 2nd – Team Sandy Bay – Brady 
Racette, Paul Richard, Harley 
Beaulieu, and Josh Beaulieu

• 3rd – Team Sapotaweyak – Faron 
Genaille, Peter Genaille, Stacey 
Genaille, and Dave Gott

1ST FLIGHT
• 1st – Team Sandy Bay – Jessie 

Spence, Joe Spence, Nick Roulette, 
and Ivan Roulette

• 2nd – Team Pine Creek – Larry 
Nepinak Jr, Kevin Mckay, Stacey 
Mekish, and Earl Thompson

• 3rd – Team Cote FN – Cal Cote, Al 
Cote, Jared Stevenson, and Darryl 
Lacquette

2nd FLIGHT
• 1st – Team Pine Creek – Elvis 

Nepinak, Conrad Mckay, Jose 
Mekish, and Dennis Mckay

• 2nd – Team Pinaymootang – Dion 
Anderson, Dalton Woodhouse, 
Dillon Stagg, and Adam Anderson

• 3rd – Team Cross Lake – Brendan 
Boshman, Reynold Monias, Conrad 
Mckay, and Carter Mckay

3rd FLIGHT
• 1st – Team Sandy Bay – Roger 

Roulette, Roger Beaulieu, Terrence 
Roulette, and Dustin Mousseau

• 2nd – Team Norway House – 
Derek Wilson, Miles Stevens, John 
Mowatt, and Tony Apetagon

• 3rd – Team Pine Creek – John 
Neapew, Ian Moosetail, Tyler 
Neapew, and Wilson Neapew

CLOSEST TO THE PIN:
• 4th – Team Pine Creek – Dennis 

Mckay
• 9th – Team Pine Creek – Stacey 

Mekish
• 14th – Team Peguis – Darrell Bear
• 17th – Team Sandy Bay – Justin 

Richard

FULL RESULTS: (I DID NOT RECEIVE WOMEN’S RESULTS, PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGY

FULL RESULTS

Treaty 2 Territory – 151 Years ago our 
Nations entered into Treaty No.2 with 
representatives from the Queen of England 
and Ireland (Crown).

We invite you to join us in Obushkudayang 
(Lake St. Martin First Nation) where they 
host their first Powwow since 1875; or join 
us in Kakakwekejeong (Ebb & Flow First 
Nation) where they host their 24th Annual 
Powwow – as we honour our resilience as 

Noongom, the Anishinaabek Nation recognizes
one of its Treaties in the Territory

Anishinaabe people and honour the Treaty 
through ceremony, arts & culture.

Together we will remind Canada of our 
intent to continue to preserve & protect our 
Inherent and Treaty Rights; and our intent 
to preserve and protect the 21,440 million 
acres of land in the Territory.

Contributed By: Marlene Davis, Keeper 
– Moccasin Trail News



 MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS10

w w w . m o c c a s i n t r a i l n e w s . c o m  |  w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m  |  w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

Pinaymootang First Nation Breaks Ground 
for Modern Recreational Center

A Space to Empower Youth and the Nation

Treaty 2 Territory- It isn’t everyday 
that 7 Eagles fly over to visit and grace 
a ceremony in our Nations; however 
that was the sight witnessed today 
in Pinaymootang First Nation. Eagles 
symbolize high honour, wisdom, power, 
trust, strength and freedom; they fly 
closest to God, our Creator and the 
beautiful spirts above.

It isn’t surprising that the beautiful 
sacred birds visited Pinaymootang; for 
the Nation represents so much as does 
the Eagle. 151 Years ago, Chief Richard 
Woodhouse was present when Treaty 2 
was made in Manitoba House. Already 
151 Years ago, Pinaymootang was a 
Nation of strength, persistence and 
triumph.

Almost 151 Years to the day that Treaty 
2 was made (on August 21st, 1871) the 
citizens of Pinaymootang came together 
and broke ground for the development 
of their brand new Recreation Center.

Dubbed with the name “Pinaymootang 
First Nation Activity Center”; the facility 
will be 7500 Square Feet. It will house 
a 1930 square foot Activity Area,  Multi 
Purpose Room is 2362 square feet. The 
building will also include a Workout 
Gym, a vestibule, kitchen, coat room, 
janitor’s room,  storage rooms, 2 
offices, mechanical room, 3 wheelchair 
accessible washrooms, and showers.

During today’s ceremony, Ogiimaa 
(Chief) Kurvis Anderson along with 
Councillors Barry Anderson, Councilor 
Brian Sanderson, Councilor John 
Sanderson, Councillor Clay Sinclair, 
Councillor Blair Thompson, Councillor 
Darlene Letandre (regrets) shared words 
of excitement, and reminded the Nation 
of their commitment to the Youth, and 
the Abinoonjiaag.

Ogiimaa Anderson 
stated that the work 
being done for the 
youth doesn’t stop 
with the recreation 
center, but that 
progress continues 
as they work as an 
interagency team to 
expand on programs 
and services for 
Youth.

The Pinaymootang 

Recreation Center will be located behind 
the conference centre and hotel. It will 
host a variety of programming including 
gym nights and drop in.  The building 
is adjacent to their ball diamonds, 
volleyball courts, and outdoor skating 
rink.

And, as if today wasn’t exciting enough 
for the people of Pinaymootang, today 

was also the very first ball game in their 
newly built ball diamonds.

We commend the leadership of 
Pinaymootang, Pinaymootang Health 
Center,  Anishinaabe CFS, and Manitoba 
First Nations Education Resource Centre 
on their consistent collaborative efforts 
toward Youth Recreation and Sport.

Closing remarks and Prayer from Pastor 
Robert McLean mentioned “We are a 
Christian community, but the recreation 
centre will be for everyone of all beliefs”.  
As with our Treaty 2 Territory Government 
Odaminoang Onakonehkewin (Sports & 
Rec Circle) there should be no barriers 
when it comes to sport, recreation, and 
arts.

Today’s outdoor ceremony was followed 
by a feast at the Pinaymootang 
Conference Centre just foot steps from 
the sod that was dug into to break 
ground. The Pinaymootang Recreation 
Center is set to be complete by summer 
2023.

Miigwech for having Moccasin Trail 
News onsite to be a part of this 
incredible ceremony. We look forward 
to the progress, and the ribbon cutting 
next summer.

Contributed By: Marlene Davis – Keeper, 
Moccasin Trail News
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DAY 1 - Treaty 2 Territory Summer Games 2022

Jordan’s Principle hosts 1st Annual Youth 
Pow Wow in Rolling River First Nation

There were four drum groups 
singing songs for the children and 
adults to dance their style. There 
were dancers from all over the 
territory from each nation. There 
was a giveaway for all in attendance. 
Lunch and a community feast were 
held after the pow wow.

Each nation will have the opportunity 
to host this pow wow for the youth. 
It was a great day of celebrating and 
dancing our culture and traditions 
in Rolling River. FNT2T would like 
to thank the Jordan’s Principle pow 
wow committee for the invitation 

Treaty 2 Territory – Treaty 2 and 
4 West Region Jordan’s Principle 
program held their  1st annual 
youth pow wow on Aug 23&24, 
2022. Rolling River First Nation 
was the host nation to this historic 
pow wow for the youth. Members 
of the Anderson family were 
in the grand entry, along with 
leadership and local dignitaries.

to attend and participate in this 
great event for the children. Look 
for upcoming events in your nations.

By: Scott Lynxleg, Internal /External Relations Keeper
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Four Bundles of the First Nations in Treaty 2 Government
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Earth Lodge
In 2019, the Lodge was formed to provide 
training in Nation Development. It is now 

called, Earth Lodge. The Lodge is providing 
training in Governance, Landbase Learning, 

Language and Wellbeing. The Lodge will 
focus on enhancing people’s knowledge of 

Anishinaabek way of learning within the 
Treaty 2 Territory.

Initiated by the Knowledge Council, the Lodge supports all 
endeavours of Circles. This includes the developing of programs, 

training, education, research and projects. The Lodge is a place to 
unite our common vision and help guide the Anishinaabe build a 

bridge between our ancestral past and our prosperous future.

LIFE LONG LEARNING for 
the Anishinaabek means providing 

education from birth. Resources 
provided by other governments fail to 
meet the Anishinaabek Inherent Right 

to Life Long Learning.

Peacemaking

Legislative

Executive

PEACEMAKING is maintained with the Nation through an 
Anishinaabe Peacemaking system that includes the Seven Circles of 
Peacemaking. The Seven Circles of Peacemaking includes the Lynx, 
Deer, Eagle, Turtle, Bear, Crane, and Loon Circle.

Peacemaking means restoring Mino-Bimaadiziwin through peace, balance, 
harmony, and natural order. 

GOVERNING COUNCIL is comprised of the Ogemas and a 
Chairperson from each of the Ogemaakwek, Knowledge, Ininiiug, Ikwewak 
and Oshkiniiug Councils, meets regularly to provide direction to draft laws 
through sovereign government and resolutions to be presented to the Grand 
Council and implemented therefor after.

KNOWLEDGE COUNCIL is comprised of one appointed member 
who is a Knowledge Holder and/or Keeper (including Elders)from each Local 
Nation, providing recommendations, governance support, accreditation 
college, speakers bureau and guides all the Councils in their deliberations with 
a member participating at all Council meetings.

IKWEWAK COUNCIL is comprised of one appointed member from 
each Local Nation, it advises and makes recommendations regarding children, 
families, nations, health and wellbeing and other matters.

ININIIUG COUNCIL is comprised of one appointed member from 
each Local Nation, it advises and makes recommendations regarding lifelong 
learning, peacemaking, natural world and other matters.

OSHKINIIUG COUNCIL is comprised of one appointed member from 
each Local Nation, it advises and makes recommendations regarding sports, 
recreation and territorial games, with one representative to attend all Council 
meetings.

The Government has advanced with a sovereign way of operating under the treasury and administration. 
Our collaborative process requires performance excellence to accomplish inherent sovereign based goals. Our 
administration receives full support and direction from our seven Councils.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL is comprised of Chiefs 
from the Chiefs Council, it reports to the Governing 
Council, it is responsible for implementing the 
resolutions and laws passed by the Grand Council, 
giving support and direction to the administration (day 
to day business.)

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS AND INHERENT 
LAW DEVELOPMENT 
Intergovernmental relations and Inherent Law 
Development rests within Onankonehkawin. 
The self-determined approach to define 
sovereignty and uphold sovereignty is based 
on the direction and decisions from Ogichidaa 
and Ogimaag of the Anishinaabek Nation. In 
this context, it is paramount that the Federal 
and Provincial government respect the 
jurisdiction of Inherent Law Development. 
Intergovernmental collaboration – is a critical 
function in the structuring and defense of 
Anishinaabe Agowiidiiwin. 

OUR CIRCLES are to address and draft laws with local Nations, The 
Nation, the Government and Treaty 2 Territory.

REGIONAL OFFICES We continue to work 
toward sovereign, original governance and self-

determination. The Grand Council has given a mandate 
to the Governing Council to unify and rebuild the Nation, 

this was sanctioned on 12 June 2018. In the past the 
Nation choose to unite to form a Tribal Council or part of a 

PTO while the Nation was reforming after 150 years. 
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Obushkudayang-Lake St. Martin First Nation
brings Powwow back to Nation after 147 Years
Treaty 2 Territory – The last time a 
Powwow was held in Obushkudayang 
(Lake St. Martin First Nation) was in 
1875; 147 years ago. That was – until 
this weekend. The sound of the beautiful 
drums, singing, jingles, bells and 
whistles retuned to Obushkudayang as 
they hosted a Powwow as part of their 
Treaty Celebrations.

This weekend marks 151 years since the 
making of Treaty 2 on August 21, 1871 
at Manitoba Post and Obushkudayang 
ended their week of Treaty Celebrations 
with such a beautiful gathering and 
ceremony.
Obushkudayang citizens were displaced 
by flooding in 2011, and many couldn’t 
return home for nearly a decade.  For 
many citizens, there is hope that 
this weekend’s powwow brings 
much healing and a reconnection to 
traditional ways.
 
“This is a way of moving forward” Lake 
St. Martin First Nation Chief Christopher 
Traverse said. “It’s bringing awareness to 
our culture; it’s bringing awareness to 
our next generation youngsters.”
 
The province’s decision to flood Lake 
Manitoba during a 2011 historic 
flood resulted in hundreds of homes 
and cottages around the lake being 
damaged or destroyed completely. 
Obushkudayang was ordered to 
evacuate and its members were 

displaced, a situation that took a toll 
on them and that a provincial court has 
described as “palpable and tragic.” A 
number of citizens were lost after being 
displaced.
 
The Lake St. Martin First Nation 
continues to rebuild and the citizens 
are coming back home. Ogema Traverse 
is hopeful that the bringing back the 
powwow and hosting it annually, marks 
a new beginning.
 

The tradition ended for Obushkudayang 
in 1875 due to colonization as the 
citizens were forbidden to practice their 
cultural ways, Traverse said.
Ogema Traverse shared that there was 
an attempt to host a powwow in the 
1960s, but church influence “shut it 
down as quick as it was set up”,” he said.

Ogema shared that there was some 
hesitancy in the nation until he spoke 
to church leaders and they gave their 
blessing to host the powwow.

 
Knowledge Keeper Florence Wood is a 
member of Obushkudayang; she sits 
on the Treaty 2 Territory Governments 
Knowledge Council, and Grandmother’s 
Council. She shared the powwow brings 
people together and opens a door for 
them to start reclaiming a connection to 
their roots.
“We have lost everything. We lost our 
culture, we lost our language, our way 
of life from before,” she said. “It’s up to us 
to go back, and find out what we lost.”
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Organizer and volunteer Merv Sinclair 
shared with us that he feels blessed 
to see youth taking part and dancing. 
“What is happening today here is the 
beginning of a new life, a new way,” 
Sinclair said.
 
Pippy Pruden and Alainna Audy are 
from the neighbouring nation of 
Little Saskatchewan First Nation. The 
powwow was a sign of hope for the 
young ladies.
 
“It truly is an honour to be here,” shared 
Alainna. “It’s important for everyone to 
see that we are still here.”
 
“I want the younger generations to see 
that we’re dancing again, because a lot 
of us have lost our way of life. It’s nice 
for them to see and reconnect,” shared 
Pippy.
 
Our Government of First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory Congratulate the organizing 
committee for their incredible planning 

to make this dream 
a reality. We look 
forward to next 
year’s Powwow, 
and the years after. 
O b u s h k u d a y a n g 
is known for it’s 
strength, resilience, 
and determination. 
We commend 
all citizens for 
persevering through 
so many triumphs and 
tribulations, and still 
staying true to their 
roots.
 
Contributed By: 
Marlene Davis, Keeper 
– Moccasin Trail News
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is comprised of one 
appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations regarding 
children, families, nations, 
health and wellbeing and 

other matters.Ikwewak 
Council

Weeklong Treaty Day Celebrations
in Kakakwekejeong!
Treaty 2 Territory – The third week 
of August is a time of celebration, 
homecoming, and activity in many 
of our Nations in the Territory, most 
often known as “Treaty Days”. It’s no 
different in Kakakwekejeong (Ebb 
and Flow) First Nation. The events 
date back 151 years to when Treaty 
was made with our Nations and 
representatives of the Crown on 
August 21st, 1871. The Treaty was 
made just south of Ebb & Flow, along 
Lake Manitoba at Manitoba House.

Over the passed 25 or so years, Ebb 
and Flow First Nation has gone “all 
out” for their Nation’s Treaty Week. 
Tons of events take place including 
softball, talent shows, arrow 
shoot, marathons, activities for 
babies, pancake breakfasts, grocery 
scramble, soup & bannock making 
contests, and oh the list goes on.

It’s only Monday, however several 
events have already taken place 
including a quad derby, karaoke 
contest, grocery scramble, and the 
soup & bannock making contest 
where participants cook outdoors, 
and over a fire. This years events are 
taking place at beautiful Eagle Island 
referred to many in the Nation as 
“The Beach”.

RCMP, and Chief Wayne Desjarlais 
are greetings members of the Nation 
to distribute Treaty Payments on 
Monday, and Tuesday.

Various activities will continue 
throughout the week including 
Basketball, Volleyball, Children’s 
Races, Pool Tournament, Elder’s 

Bingo, Talent Show, Hotdog Eating 
Contest, Drag Queen Contest, Family 
Day, and more.

The weekend will see tons of visitors 
to the Nation as Ebb & Flow hosts 
in Annual Traditional Powwow. This 
year’s Powwow will take place 1 km 
south of Ebb and Flow, in Bacon Ridge 
as the former Powwow Grounds are 
now the construction site of the new 
Ebb and Flow School. Other areas in 
the Nation were unusable due to the 
saturated grounds and difficulty in 
running electrical lines.

It’s been a long 2 years without Treaty 
Day events, and the Annual Powwow. 
Citizens from Ebb and Flow are 
excited to once again come together 
for healthy competition and laughter.

Ebb and Flow is known to host one 
of the largest Annual Traditional Pow 
wows in the area; and once again 
drummers and dancers will unite 
through tradition as their ancestors 
once did.

Saturday night will once again feature 
incredible Fireworks at 11:oopm near 
the Pow wow Grounds.

Contributed By: Marlene Davis, Keeper 
– Moccasin Trail News
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Adult Singing Contest Postponed
5 finalists announced!
Treaty 2 Territory – The Adult Singing 
Contest, along with the Grand Council 
have been officially postponed.  
The decision came shortly after the 
announcement of the passing of our 
beloved Knowledge Keeper Mary Houle 
of Kakakwekejeong.  We send our 
sincere condolences to the family and 
friends of koko Mary Houle. 

We had the pleasure of Mary speaking 
at all of the sports related events we 
have had, and it was always an honour 
to sit and talk with her, she was a very 
kind and caring ikwe.

The Adult Singing Contest is poised to 
be the entertainment portion for Day 1 
of the Grand Council meeting with all 
of our Treaty 2 Territory citizens, and 
the entrees we have recieved make me 
really excited.  With that, I would like 
to announce the opening up of entrees.  
We have 5 Finalists (See bottom for 
names!) for the contest, and we would 
like to open it up to 15 more singers, 

with easier way to enter!

WHO CAN ENTER? 
• Must be from one of the 12 Treaty 2 

Territory nations
• Must be 18+
• Must not be considered a 

professional

• Must be registered for the Grand 
Council meeting – Register Here:

HOW TO ENTER 
ITS VERY SIMPLE and we are ONLY taking 

the first 15 entrees for the contest, so 
get your entry in quick!  You will get 
confirmation via email if your entry 
was received. (NOTE: All contestants 
are responsible for their own travel and 
accommodations)

Send email to sportsandrec@fnt2t.com 
with the following information:
Name, Date of Birth, T2 Nation, Song 
Choice. Miigwech for reading, please 
keep an eye out for the new dates.

Craig Beaulieu
Sports and Recreation Keeper
Odaminoang Circle

ADULT SINGING CONTEST 
FINALISTS
(in no particular order) 

• Candida Sanderson – Skownan
• Julien Desrosiers – Pinaymootang
• Jordan Beaulieu – Kakakwekejeong
• Donna Hobson – Skownan
• Brittany Baptiste – Kakakwekejeong
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Treaty 2 Territory- Starting in April 
of 2021, I have been taking classes 
with Assiniboine Community 
College towards the Indigenous 
Financial Management diploma. 
There are 10 courses to this 
diploma, which have all been 
online through Zoom.

This program is slated to finish 
at the end of September 2022. 
The classes that were offered 
covered all aspects of Finance, 
that included accounting, ethics, 
management, strategies and 
corporate finance. 

“With class work being online and 
class lectures online, I needed to have 
a lot of discipline and dedication to 
completing homework on time. I 
was lucky to have had experience 
from distance education through the 
University of Manitoba while taking 
classes for my bachelor’s degree.“

Some of the classes were built on 
participation marks in which we 
would read together in class and 
answer discussion questions and 
collaborate with other students. 
Other classes would be graded on 
tests and assignments. Both formats 
were demanding on time needed 
to be invested in class. I personally 
enjoy the distance format, I like 
having the extra time to study, 

is comprised of one 
appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding life long 

learning, peacemaking, 
peacekeeping, natural 

world and other 
governance matters.

Ininiiug 
Council

Indigenous Financial Management Diploma with ACC

EARTH LODGE

read, and work on assignments 
that would otherwise be spent on 
travelling.  

One thing that I find nice about the 
finance classes is that it teaches 
you how to do things 
manually. It sets you 
up with equations that 
would have been needed 
before software was used 
to do all the calculations 
for you. 

Even though I know with 
the software that is used 
now, I won’t need to 
know these things off the 
top of my head, it’s nice 
to know what is being 
done for me.

I look forward to being 
able to apply my 
knowledge to any finance 
positions that I hold in 
the future that come 
from this opportunity to 
expand my knowledge.  

Submitted by Cayleen 
Mathews, Earth Lodge 
Research/Finance Helper
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EARTH LODGE

Indigenous Title & The Doctrine of Discovery
Treaty 2 Territory – Indigenous Peoples 
have held title to their traditional lands 
or territories from time immemorial 
and have taken on the responsibility to 
care for it... forever. But then European 
explorers arrived, planted flags, and 
laid claim to all they saw. How was that 
possible?

How is it possible that any Pope, King 
or Queen, or explorers from Europe 
could “discover” lands in the New World 
if Indigenous Peoples were already 
occupying such lands, according to our 
own laws and legal orders? The Doctrine 
of Discovery originates from a series of 
Papal Bulls (formal statements from 
the Pope) and extensions, originating 
in the 1400s.  Discovery was used as 
legal and moral justification for colonial 
dispossession of sovereign Indigenous 
Nations, including First Nations in what 
is now Canada. 

During the European “Age of Discovery,” 
Christian explorers “claimed” lands 
for their monarchs who felt they could 
exploit the land, regardless of the 
original inhabitants. This was wrongly 
based on the presumed racial superiority 
of European Christian peoples and was 
used to dehumanize, exploit, and defeat 
Indigenous Peoples and dispossess us of 
our most basic rights.  This was the very 
foundation of genocide. Such ideology 
led to practices that continue through 
modern-day laws and policies.

Here’s an excerpt from Romanus 

Pontifex, in 1455, authorizing King 
Alfonso of Portugal to conquer Africa 
and beyond, and to engage in the slave 
trade:

“…— to invade, search out, capture, 
vanquish, and subdue all Saracens and 
pagans whatsoever, and other enemies 
of Christ wheresoever placed, and the 
kingdoms, dukedoms, principalities, 
dominions, possessions, and all movable 
and immovable goods whatsoever held 

and possessed by them and to reduce 
their persons to perpetual slavery, and 
to apply and appropriate to himself and 
his successors the kingdoms, dukedoms, 
counties, principalities, dominions, 
possessions, and goods, and to convert 
them to his and their use and profit.”

The Doctrine of Discovery was the 
framework that Spain, Portugal, and 
England used for the colonization of 
many lands, including North America.  
It was the international law that gave 
permission to explorers to claim vacant 
land (terra nullius) in the name of their 
sovereign. Vacant land was that which 
was not populated by Christians. If the 
lands were not occupied by Christians, 
they were seen as vacant and then 
could be declared as “discovered” and 
then sovereignty, dominion, title and 
jurisdiction could be claimed. 

So why is the Doctrine of Discovery 
important today? Because it has never 

been renounced. It remains the basis 
for Canadian law and as such continues 
to impact Indigenous Peoples. It gave 
sovereignty or title of Indigenous 
traditional lands and territories to the 
Crown. It remains today “the legal 
justification for the colonial occupation 
of our lands and our nations. As long 
as Canada bases its existence on that 
Doctrine, it is hard to characterize it as 
anything other than a racist state where 
one race has been given the right to 
subjugate and confiscate the lands of 
another.”

It made possible the Indian Act and all of 
its genocidal laws and policies including 
the residential school system, removal 
of Indigenous Peoples from traditional 
lands to reserves, criminalization of 
languages and cultural ceremonies, 
and the creation, recognition and 
later denial of Treaty and Indigenous 
rights. It disregarded and nullified the 
existence of Indigenous Peoples who 
had occupied their territories since time 
immemorial because they did not follow 
the Christian faith.

Indigenous Peoples in Canada have had 
to wage multiple, lengthy legal battles 
to prove their existence prior to the 
arrival of European explorers.

(Adapted from various printed documents.)

Submitted by Renée McGurry, Earth Lodge 
Development Helper

Discovery was used 
as legal and moral 
justification for colonial 
dispossession of 
sovereign Indigenous 
Nations, including First 
Nations in what is now 
Canada. 
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is comprised of one 
appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding sports, 

recreation and territorial 
games, with one 

representative to attend all 
Council meetings.

Oshkiniiug 
Council

Earth Lodge Executive Summary
Treaty Two Territory – The Earth Lodge 
is based on the Anishinaabek Traditional 
Lodge.  Its structure and all that flows from 
it is based upon the natural laws of creation.

The Earth Lodge is the center for all thought, 
planning and action.

The Earth Lodge will be reflective of best 
practices from our Ancestors and for today’s 
world.

The Earth Lodge uses the Medicine Wheel 
to illustrate the diverse support the Lodge 
provides to the Nations.
Introduction

Using the 7 Principles of Anishinaabe 
Mino Bimaadiziwin as guiding beliefs, the 
foundation of the Earth Lodge is created by 
four bundles: Culture, Wellness, Life Long 
Learning and Nation Building.  Each bundle 
is structured to support FNT2T councils and 
circles; the local nations; and community 
members in their journey towards nation 
building and self-determination.

The Earth Lodge’s purpose is to 
support the development of:

• Grand Council
• Administration including Finance/

Policy; Corporations; Operations; and 
Communications

• Trust and Treasury
• Circles
• Advisory Committees to our Circles
• Regional Offices
• Culture

The Culture Bundle focuses on a return to 
teachings and ceremony; Anishinaabek 
ways of understanding and speaking 
Anishinaabemowin; and a strong 

Life Long Learning

The Life Long Learning Bundle brings 
learning to the center of the Seventh 
Generation Principles.  The Seventh 
Generation Principles teach us that 
decisions we make today should result in 
a sustainable world for seven generations 
in the future.   The Earth Lodge brings 
the knowledge of the team members to 
support local nations and their members 
with opportunities to engage in learning, 
at all ages. 

 The Lodge is working towards establishing 
a Life Long Learning School Structure that 
brings language instruction, land-based 
learning, knowledge keeper engagement 
and Anishinaabe world view fully into 
curriculum across the grade levels. The 
Earth Lodge is also developing training 
and development opportunities; as well 
as post-secondary learning opportunities 
in partnership with external stakeholders, 
with the goal of establishing a FNT2T 
College system.

Nation Building

We are the original free and independent 
Nations and Peoples of Great Turtle Island, 
and the true leaders of our homeland. By 
incorporating the Anishinaabe Clan System 
philosophy, and organizing ourselves in 
circles, the Nation Building Bundle supports 
Treaty 2 Territory and the Local Nations in 
creating territorial laws and constitutions 
that establish a law framework in which 
Local Nations and FNT2T governance can be 
implemented. 

Written by Valerie McInnes
Life Long Learning Bundle Holder

appreciation of identity.  The Earth 
Lodge develops programs and learning 
opportunities, carries out research and 
specific projects to assist in bridging 
between the ancestral past and the future.

Wellness

We commit to walk in the way of the Turtle, 
who brings the Law of Truth. To live and 
know Truth is 
to walk the 
Spiritual Laws 
of the Creator 
and Natural 
Laws of Mother 
Earth, taught 
on the land, in 
our lodges and 
our ceremonies, 
using our 

languages. Living a spiritual life as human 
beings will bring peace, love, and kindness 
into our world.

The Wellness Bundle provides support to 
local nations and their community members 
as they progress through the healing 
journey addressing historical, colonial 
traumas.  By honoring the spiritual laws set 
out by the Seven Grandfathers, the Earth 

Lodge reclaims 
and implements 
programs and 
c e r e m o n i e s 
designed to allow 
individuals to 
reconnect with 
Mother Earth (Aki) 
and experience the 
Good Life (Mino 
Bimaadiziwin).

EARTH LODGE
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The Eagle Feather – Creator’s Messenger
Treaty 2 Territory – When the world was 
new, the Creator made all the birds.  He 
coloured their feathers like a bouquet 
of flowers. The Creator then gave each a  
distinct song to sing. The Creator instructed 
the birds to greet each new day with a 
chorus of their songs. Of all the birds, our 
Creator chose the Eagle to be the leader. The 
Eagle flies the highest and sees the furthest 
of all creatures. The Eagle is a messenger to 
the Creator.

“The Eagle (Migizi) holds a very 
special place for First Nations 
peoples.  The Eagle has the power 
of vision, strength and courage. 
There are many special meanings 
and special uses for the Eagle 
Feather.”

Many teachings explain that Eagle is the 
principle messenger of Creator. The Eagle 
flies the closest to Creator and, therefore, 
can see the past, present and future at 
a glance. Eagle sees the flow of change. 
Eagle alerts us to the changes so that we 

EARTH LODGE

can respond appropriately. Eagle is the 
great illuminator and soars above us all, 
sometimes out of sight to us, but never out 
of its own sight. Eagle sees and hears all and 
sits in the east on the Medicine Wheel with 
the direction of leadership and courage. In 
other words, Eagle is connected both to the 
spirit of Great Mystery and to the Earth and 
does both with ease. Eagle, therefore, is a 
powerful symbol of courage; that is why its 

feathers are such powerful tools for healing, 
and why there are special ceremonies for 
Eagle feathers. Eagle teaches us that it is 
okay to combine wisdom and courage — it 
is okay to be wise enough to know that a 
change needs to be made in one’s life and 
then finding the courage to execute the 
change.

When one receives an Eagle Feather that 

person is being acknowledged  with 
gratitude, with love, and with ultimate 
respect.  The Eagle Feather represents the 
norms, responsibilities and behaviours that 
are all a part of the conditioning, learning 
and commitment to a spirit. It is in this way 
that life is honoured and becomes whole. 
That feather must have sacred tobacco 
burnt for it.  In this way the Eagle and the 
Creator are notified of the name of the new 
Eagle Feather Holder.

The holder of the Eagle Feather must ensure 
that anything that changes the natural state 
of one’s mind (such as alcohol and drugs) 
must never come in contact with the sacred 
Eagle Feather.  The Keeper of the feather 
will make a little home where the feather 
will be kept. The Eagle feather must be fed. 
You feed the Eagle Feather by holding or 
wearing the feather at sacred ceremonies. 
By doing this the Eagle Feather is recharged 
with sacred energy. Never abuse, never 
disrespect, and never contaminate your 
Eagle Feather.

Submitted by Renée McGurry, Earth Lodge 
Development Helper

Source: “Reflections Outdoors” website and Elder Teachings
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Obushkudayang (Lake St. Martin) Comes 
together in Display of Community Pride

NATURAL WORLD

Recently while passing by the 
community Care and Protection of 
the Natural World Staff (CPNWC) 
noticed some activity at the side 
of the road – so we stopped to see 
what was happening. Turns out 
Candice Traverse and her summer 
students were busy building a sign 
to display the pride and strength 
of the people of Obushkudayang 
– especially given the struggles of 
recent years.

Candice Traverse and Summer 
Students working on community 
sign visible while passing Lake St. 
Martin on the side of the road. 

A great opportunity to speak 
with these children about the 
importance of traditional language 
and culture.
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Reporting Systemic Racism That
Occurs While Practicing Your Rights

NATURAL WORLD

FALL 2022

Every year in the fall the systemic 
racism we face daily always increases. 
There have been numerous encounters 
between Conservation Officers and our 
members while they are exercising their 
rights. It has become the norm for our 
members to be harrased while exercising 
their inherent rights to be on the land. I 
suppose this is the Shared management 
Manitoba speaks of. Our members feel 
these acts are fueled by systemic racism 
of law enforcement personnel and 
government agencies.

If you are approached by an officer 
remember:
• You have rights.
• Every law enforcement officer has 

a name and a badge number. They 
have to provide this information by 
law. This information is important to 
ask and to record.

• Remember details are important.
• Stay calm and take note of everything 

that happens around you.
• Record your encounter – everyone 

has a mobile device in their pocket 
these days and events all over the 
world over the past few years have 
shown us how a documented crime 
or abuse of power can help a victim 
in the aftermath.

If you are with a group of people when 
the incident occurs you should talk to 
each other as soon as possible afterwards 
and make notes regarding the incident. 
Officers keep track of details and will have 
their details ready as part of the way they 

are trained to perform their duties.

Remember both parties also will have 
ready access to any of your electronics 
including vehicle and mobile phones 
with GPS devices. Shell casings are 
another indisputable way you can prove 
which firearm was used to harvest game 
for instance – but remember old casings 
can cause confusion if left around. Grab 
them and reload them or pass them to 
someone who does.

As we become aware of more issues we 
need to increase public awareness. The 
systemic racism that First Nations within 
Treaty 2 face while asserting our Inherent 
Right to hunt, fish, trap, gather and carry 
out cultural activities on the land must 
be documented. In this way we can 
improve public safety and awareness 
while providing the specific information 
required to approach government 
agencies whom these individuals work 
for. If you have had experiences with 
conservation officers, other government 
employees, lease or land owners while 
out on the land, we would like to 
hear your stories. Through the sharing 
of stories we will be able to better 
understand the racial bias that people are 
experiencing and we are better able to 
seek accountability and change.

SCAN THE
QR CODE

TO VISIT THE
OFFICIAL
WEBSITE.

You can access 
an incident 
report form 
here: Incident 
Report
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Lana Racette
FNT2T Regional Offices Lead Keeper

Email: lana.racette@fnt2t.com
Aniin, Pinaymootang doonjii – Treaty 2 Territory.  I 
recently joined the Regional Offices Team on July 18th 
and my role is a supervisory role and here to empower 
the Regional Offices team in the area of Nation 
Engagement and promoting the documentation of our 

Nations oral laws.  I come with experience and knowledge in governance and understand 
the importance of protecting our Nations and our Treaties.  I truly believe in the mission 
and vision of First Nations Treaty 2 Territory Government and look forward to working with 
each and everyone of you for the betterment of our Nations and Grand Council Members. 
Miigwich!

Arthur McKay
FNT2T Regional Office Helper

Email: arthur.mckay@fnt2t.com
Nation Regions: Attagewiniing, Keeseekoowenin, 
Tootinaowaziibeeng, Minegoziibe, Kakakwekejeong,
O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi
Hi, my name is Arthur McKay, my Indian name is White 
horse warrior man. I am from Pine Creek First Nation; I have 
been married for 41 years. I have three wonderful kids and three beautiful granddaughters. I 
spent most of my life in Pine Creek after graduating from high school in Dauphin, MB. I worked 
up north at limestone for about a year then came back to Pine Creek where I started to work as 
a special constable for 29 1/2 years. While doing this job, I wore many hats such as fire chief -29 
years; Emergency manager coordinator; fire guardian for natural resources; volunteered for CFS 
committee and sat on the board; also had a contract with Manitoba hydro reading hydro meters 
for 20 years. I went back to school to become a correctional worker which I did for 2 years. I 
changed jobs and became a spiritual provider for corrections which I did for 3 years within the 
provincial and federal Correctional System. I also continue to do sweat lodges, sharing circles, 
men /boys gathering. I also have a certificate on men’s, women, and juvenile counselling from the 
University of Manitoba.

Reg Nepinak
FNT2T Engagement Keeper

Email: reg.nepinak@fnt2t.com
Nation Regions: All
I am Kakaak, Waabi Mai’ingan, Miko’i pasto Mustos, Naa Da 
Waa Bii Sii, shigo Makwa Dodem. - Reg Nepinak (Summer 
Bear).  I worked in the oilfield in Alberta and the USA for 20 
years. In my later years I worked in Pipeline inspection, where I 

gained valuable experience of the environment. I spent 23 years in Social Services in Child Welfare 
in AB and MB. All culminating to help write new laws specific to First Nations I have sat on two 
panels with the Manitoba Clean Environment Committee since late 2012, I have learned from a 
retired Supreme Court Judge and many different judicial officials including Senator Murray Sinclair, 
on how to adjudicate without prejudice. I wrote a paper   “Kenocominanik” as an alternative to 
the monitoring committee proposed by the proponent, Manitoba Hydro. I have sat on Boards 
and  community committees for about 20 years with about 9 different agencies from a suicide 
committee to health and community boards. I follow our traditional way of life and teach or share 
with any non-aboriginal willing to learn who we are.

Scott Lynxleg
FNT2T Internal / External Relations Keeper

Email: scott.lynxleg@fnt2t.com
Nation Regions: All
Aaniin, My name is Scott Lynxleg, I am a member of the 
Tootinaowaziibeeng Treaty Reserve. I work as FNT2T 
government as the Internal /External Relations Keeper, 
doing reconciliation and awareness in schools, businesses, 
and organizations to promote FNT2T government and treaty education. I am a father of 3 girls 
and 2 grandchildren. I enjoy working and meeting with the grassroots members when I go into 
each nation. I attend nation events, treaty days, sporting events. I look forward to meeting the 
members in the nation and promoting our indigenous culture. I will be working along with the 
regional offices with engagement in the nations. Please come and see us at our booth at the 
events.  Miigwetch

John Miswagon
FNT2T Regional Office Keeper

Email: john.miswagon@fnt2t.com
Nation Regions: Attagewiniing, Keeseekoowenin, 
Tootinaowaziibeeng, Minegoziibe
John hails from the Treaty 5 Territory and currently 
resides in Treaty 1 Territory.  He began his role with 
the First Nations Treaty 2 Territory Government back in 

December 2020.  He has worked in many different roles within the Government and is excited 
to begin his new role as the Regional Office Keeper.  John’s brings a wealth of knowledge to 
FNT2T as a former leader for his Nation, Band Community Planner and Carpenter for his Nation.  
He has been instrumental in Indigenous Law-Making processes, Indigenous Self-Realization, 
Reconciliation Negotiations, Natural Resources Officer, and a former bank manager.  He brings 
a wealth of knowledge in the creation and implementation of Governance, Citizenship, Election 
Act and Treaty Implementation.  Mr. Miswagon credits his late mother and his siblings for the 
teachings and retention of the Language, Culture and meaning of Family. He has 4 daughters 
and 2 sons. He is a fluent speaker of the Mushkegowuk language. Mr. Miswagon worked for 6 
years in Anishinaabe territory; he has a good understanding of Anishinaabemowin.

Dakota Marsden
FNT2T Regional Office Keeper

Email: dakota.marsden@fnt2t.com
Nation Regions: Animozeebeeng, Kakakwekejeong, 
Skownan, O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi
Boozhoo, Aaniin, Dakota nindizhinikaaz, Pinaymootang 
nindoonjii, Makwa nindoodem.  I am an Anishinaabekwe 
from Treaty 2 Territory, and a mother to 3 boys. Apart 
from working, I enjoy the outdoors, family time, walks, reading, writing, and travelling. I 
love my home Nation, I grew up on the Rez, but I also lived in Winnipeg. I currently reside in 
Pinaymootang First Nation. My role at our Treaty 2 Government is Regional Office Keeper. 
The Nations I will be in working closely with are but not limited to is Animozeebeeng (Lake 
Manitoba First Nation), Kakakwekejeong (Ebb and Flow First Nation), O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi First 
Nation, and Skownan First Nation. I look forward to meeting and engaging with our Treaty 2 
Nations.  Miigwech.

Diane Sinclair
FNT2T Regional Office Keeper

Email: diane.sinclair@fnt2t.com
Nation Regions: Kaakiiskakamigaag, Kithithkatchewanang, 
Obushkudayang, Pinaymootang 
Aniin Diane Sinclair is my name Obushkudayang doonigii 
which is part of Treaty 2. I started my role as the Regional 
Office Keeper for the Pinaymootang Regional Office on 

Monday, July 18, 2022, and was previously employed as the Regional Offices Helper.   I look 
forward to engaging with our Nations to promote the continued ratification of your Draft 
Constitutions and documentation of our oral laws in Education, Health, Citizenship and Natural 
World.  I am hoping to engage with our Nations on an in-person and virtual platform.  Although 
I am new to this role, I bring with me knowledge on the importance of the protection of our 
treaties and believe in the promotion of Lateral Kindness in all our Nations and our workspaces.  
I look forward to connecting with your nations and if you have any questions, please feel free to 
connect with me directly to my email. Miigwech.

Yolanda Thompson
FNT2T Regional Office Helper

Email: yolanda.thompson@fnt2t.com
Nation Regions: Kaakiiskakamigaag, 
Kithithkatchewanang, Obushkudayang, Pinaymootang, 
Skownan, Animozeebeeng
Hi, Tansi, Aniin.  My name is Yolanda Thompson I’m From 
Kithithkatchewanung Anishinaabe Nation. I am Cree 
and was born and raised in Norway House and Poplar 
River First Nation which are part of Treaty 5 Territory.  I am married and treaty to Dauphin 
River Anishinaabe Nation.  I understand Cree and Oji-Cree and Ojibway, and I am very proud 
to understand the three languages. Through the years living in Dauphin River, I have had the 
privilege to work for my Nation in many different fields with a previous one as the Local Nation 
Helper.  It is in this role I gained the knowledge of working with First Nations Treaty 2 Territory 
Government.  I believe in the area of engaging our Nations as they play a fundamental part in 
the creation of their own Constitutions and documentation of our oral laws.  Meegwetch, Ekosi.


