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Treasury and Financial Administration 
ready for Grand Council

more on page 2

more on page 3more on page 2

Treaty 2 Territory – The First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory 
Grand Council and Treaty Gathering has been scheduled for 
August 23 & 24, 2022 on the Kakakwekejeong Anishinaabe 
Nation (Ebb and Flow). “We are a very strong Nation 
that supports our sovereign and treaty steps, our FNT2T 
Government and what we are doing as the Anishinaabe 
Nation.  We will gather in unity and as we reclaim our 
territory through our collective Nation, Territory and 
Government”, said host Ogemaa Wayne Desjarlais.

Ready to Host the 2022 Grand Council
KAKAKWEKEJEONG ANISHINAABE NATION

On 21 August 1871 the Anishinaabe / Ininiwak of the Territory entered a Treaty with the 
Queen of England and Ireland representatives. The Treaty 2 Territory is situated on 21.444 
million acres of homelands which remains our sovereign territory. During the Treaty 
negotiations, the Nation agreed to share a portion of the lands for immigration and 
settlement with the Crown’s people, and the Crown agreed to compensate the Anishinaabe 
Nation for the use of the lands that it would take up for that purpose. The colonial view of 
“cede, release, surrender and yield up” the Territory did not happen.

Treaty 2 Territory – A nation is run by the government, judicial bodies (Peacemaking), its 
people, and most importantly by the Onankonehkawin (Constitution). The Onankonehkawin 
serves as the backbone of our Nation. The Onankonehkawin is the embodiment of 
fundamental regulations and principles according to which our Nation and its people are 
supposed to work. And this is how we are moving forward with FNT2T today.

Treaty 2 Territory – The Legislative Bundle is one of the Four Bundles of the First Nations 
in Treaty 2 Government. It is the Legislative Bundle that recognizes the First Nations in 
the Treaty 2 Government Councils and enforces the Treasury and Financial Administration 
laws in the Treaty 2 Territory. There are the four sections of the Legislative Bundle which 
includes Councils, Treasury and Trust, Commerce, and Corporations.

Onankonehkawin ready for Grand Council
23/24 August 2022 Kakakwekejeong 23/24 August 2022 Kakakwekejeong
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Ready to Host the 2022 Grand Council and Treaty Gathering...from p.1

Onankonehkawin ready for Grand Council... from page 1

“The purpose of the Grand Council is 
to gather as a Nation and law make. 
Our inherent right and jurisdiction are 
derived from Anishinaabek existence 
as a Nation prior to the settlement 
of Europeans in our Territory. Our 
inherent right to govern stems from 
the Creator who placed us in our 
Anishinaabe / Ininiwak Territory since 
time immemorial”, said Ogichidaa 
Cornell McLean.

We are a Sovereign Nation and 
Government that promotes and 
protects the inherent rights of our 
Nations and Territory. Meaningful 
Reconciliation would be complete 
with the recognition of the authority 
of the Anishinaabe Nation over the 
Territory, return of all homelands 
and compensation for lands taken 
up by settlement and immigration. 
The talks with other Governments 
must continue as we move toward 

After many years of development, 
engagements and working with our 
member Nations we are managing to 
move forward with our Onankonehkawin. 
All the rules and principles that are to be 
established are written down in one place.

The Onankonehkawin is something that 
every territory such as ours or country in 
the world has in its possession and, all 
constitutions around the world are unique 
in their way but share the same objective, 
which is to make sure that there remains 
stability in our Nation.

What is The Onankonehkawin?
The Onankonehkawin is something that 
sets the limits and boundaries of the 
governments’ interaction and powers. 
The Onankonehkawin works as a means 
by which the government knows as to 
what extent they can impose rules and 
regulations on the citizen of the nations.

How does the Onankonehkawin help in the 
working of a Nation?
The Onankonehkawin is for the nations 
to develop successfully. According to 
the Onankonehkawin, the power of the 
governmental bodies flow in a certain path.

The Grand Council, The executive, and The 
Judiciary.

As the Grand Council acts as the supreme 
body all the laws and amendments pass 

Reconciliation of unfinished business, 
while enhancing the legitimacy and 
effectiveness of our Nation, Territory 
and Government.

Kakakwekejeong Anishinaabe Nation

Grand Council and Treaty Gathering at Animozeebeeng Anishinaabe Nation (Lake Manitoba) August 27-28, 2019

The gathering begins with 
registration on Tuesday at 8am.  If you 
have not registered yet, visit www.
fnt2t.com as you still have time.

All First Nations in the Treaty 2 
Territory are invited to attend and 
come and talk about our future as we 
move forward together.

down with their consent. Our Peacemaking 
Bundle is the judiciary of governance.

Steps involved in the execution of laws 
through our Inakonegawin process:
• Any law is first presented in the 

executive councils of our Nation;
• Once the law gets the approval of the 

Governing Council Ogema, it is passed 
to the Grand Council;

• Usually, the Grand Council enacts 
the law but, in some cases, if it does 
not pass it at the time, they have the 
power to send it back with a suitable 
reason and next step process;

• Once edited and reframed the law 
is again sent for the approval of the 
Grand Council of the Nation.

• 
Reasons why is the Onankonehkawin 
important:
The Onankonehkawin is a written document 

which sets the rules of our Nation. These 
rules and regulations lay down the base of 
the nation so that it can run without any sort 
of issue or dispute, and in case any problem 
occurs in the legal and governmental 
sectors or between the people and the 
judiciary, these provisions help the nations 
to get through this problem.

The Onankonehkawin forms the basic 
structure of any government. The 
Onankonehkawin of any nation is 
important because it lays down all the 
legal and cultural aspects under which 
its people and the governmental bodies 
will be governed. The Grand Council, the 
Governing Council and the Peacemaking 
are the main bundles of the government 
that the Onankonehkawin establishes.

The Onankonehkawin defines the powers 
of each area and lets everyone related 

to a nation know about the power and 
governmental and legal body has. It 
outlines the responsibilities of each part 
of the nation. The Onankonehkawin helps 
to regulate the relationship between the 
government and the people in such a 
manner that no one part can mistreat the 
power in any way possible.

The Onankonehkawin is superior to all the 
laws of the country which means any law 
or provision that is circulated in our Nation 
is passed down by the Onankonehkawin 
itself. Every law enacted by the government 
must agree with the Onankonehkawin.

The Onankonehkawin lays down our 
Nation goals such as Democracy, consensus 
government, and Nation Integration.

The Onankonehkawin guarantees some 
rights and responsibilities for any individual 
or group of people on behalf of which they 
can ensure their well-being and dignity. 
It helps the people of the country to avail 
of all the basic rights. Some of the most 
basic rights that are protected by the 
Onankonehkawin are right to life, right to 
freedom, and the right to participate freely 
in the democratic system.

The Onankonehkawin controls the transfer 
of power. The Onankonehkawin is the spine 
of our Nation, and it is important that its 
rules and provisions are followed by each 
and everyone in our Nation.

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL
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is comprised of 
FNT2T Membership, 

meets annually 
to discuss current 

collective business, 
pass resolutions and 

vote on laws.
Grand

Council

Treasury and Financial Administration
ready for Grand Council... from p.1

The Legislative Bundle’s Councils, 
consists of Local Nation Representatives, 
include the Governing Council, Women’s 
Council, Grandmother Council, Men’s 
Council, Knowledge Council, and the 
Youth Council. The Councils are mandate 
with roles and responsibilities as per the 
Term’s of Reference. The Councils provide 
guidance on the direction of the First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory Government 
and sponsors resolutions to proceed to 
the Governing and Grand Council.

The Legislative Bundle enforces and 
implements the Treasury and Financial 
Administration Law. The Treasury and 
Financial Administration Law that 
identifies the Definitions, Purpose, 
Jurisdiction, Structure, Application, 
Authority and Responsibilities, Conflict 
of Interest, Financial Administrative 
Affairs, Fiscal Management, Record of 
Money, Corporations, Appeal Procedure, 
Amendment Law, Liability, and 
Commencement.

The Objectives of the Treasury and 
Financial Administration Law are:

• Financial Accountability and 
Self-Determination in the Treaty 2 
Territory;

• Management and Jurisdiction of 
21.5 million acres;

• Managing flow through of IPSs;
• Administer Treasury Law;
• Adhere to Trusts;

audits of the Bundles and Circles 
and provides financial reports to 
the Governing Council.  Finally, the 
Legislative Bundle provides an Annual 
Financial Report at the Grand Council.

Grand Council – 23/24 August 2022 
Kakakwekejeong

The Treasury and Financial 
Administration is part of the Legislative 
Bundle and oversees the Treasury 
and Financial Administration of the 
government and interpretation of the 
Onankonehkawinan.  A resolution 
has come forward by the Governing 
Council to review, discuss and pass the 
Odaminoang Onankonehkawinan at 
this year’s Grand Council is ready for 
23/24 August 2022 at the Community 
Complex at Kakakwekejeong.

• Capacity building in Financial 
Administration;

• Lease back of lands;
• Manage unoccupied lands;
• Land Trust Law and Trust Fund Law; 

and
• Trust Bank.

In addition, the Legislative Bundle 
oversees the Corporations, Commerce, 
Bundle and Circle Operational 
Budgets, and transfer of funds from 
other governments. The Legislative 
Bundles provides accountability and 
transparency by conducting regularly 

REGISTER TODAY

Scan the code to go to the official 
website or key-in

http://fnt2t.com/grandcouncil2022

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL
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is comprised of the Ogemas 
Council and a Chairperson from 

each of the Ogemaakwek, 
Knowledge, Ininiiug, 

Ikwewak and Youth Councils, 
meets regularly to provide 

direction in drafting laws and 
resolutions to be presented 

to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Governing 
Council

Treaty 2 Territory - Duty to Consult, 
accommodate and consent for all 
activities in the territory: The doctrine 
of the duty to consult and, where 
appropriate, accommodate Anishinaabe 
/ Ininew (Indigenous) Peoples, was 
developed by the colonial courts 
of Canada in order to protect the 
existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, as they are affirmed 
in the Constitution Act of 1982.

This doctrine requires that all 
governments consult Anishinaabe / 
Ininew  Nation before taking actions 
that they deem may negatively impact 
these rights. Consultation is expected 
to occur whenever the government 
has knowledge of “the potential 
existence of Aboriginal right or title 
and contemplates conduct that might 
adversely affect it.”

The scope of consultation and 
expectations of accommodation are 
based on a the policy set out by the 

Consultation, accommodate and consent 
Onankonehkawinan ready for Grand Council

23/24 August 2022 Kakakwekejeong

respect of Indigenous Peoples’ right to 
self-determination and sovereignty.

Legal frameworks for consultation 
and consent can provide critical 
means by which to assert Indigenous 
rights within the colonial institutions. 

Supreme Court of Canada in which the 
extent of infringement upon the rights 
of Indigenous communities guides 
the extent of government response 
and responsibility. Repercussions for 
failing to consult, similarly, operate on a 
spectrum with responses ranging from 
injunctions, to monetary compensation, 
to simply being required to carry out 
consultation.

The United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) states that actions impacting 
Indigenous communities must not 
be taken without free, informed and 
prior consent. Notably, Article 19 of 
UNDRIP states that “states shall consult 
and cooperate in good faith with the 
Indigenous Peoples concerned through 
their own representative institutions 
in order to obtain their free, prior and 
informed consent before adopting 
and implementing legislative or 
administrative measures that may affect 
them.” This requirement is rooted in a 

Fighting for Anishinaabe / Ininew 
Nation, rights to self-determination 
and sovereignty is critical for the 
protection of the environment, the 
proper use of resources for all citizens 
in Anishinaabe / Ininew / Treaty 2 
Territory and for reconciliation.

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL
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23/24 August 2022 Kakakwekejeong

Mino Ombiigii’aa Onankonehkawinan
ready for Grand Council
Treaty 2 Territory – Our Children, 
Families and Nation supports Local 
Nations with the reclamation of our 
jurisdiction over child and family 
services and the inherent and treaty 
rights of our children. The preservation, 
healing, nurturing and well-being of 
our children is the best assurance to 
building a strong and healthy nation. 
The Territory will be very proud that 
our Ikwewak Council and CFN team 
is moving forward Mino Ombiigii’aa 
Onankonehkawinan.

The Children, Families and Nation 
received a mandate by Resolution 2021-
11-18-006 passing Mino Ombigiiaa 
Onakonehkawinan. Mino Ombiigii’aa 
Onankonehkawinan was passed by 
the Governing Council and registered 
with our Mikinaak Law Centre on 
18 November 2021. Today’s mission 
is to implement Mino Ombiigii’aa 
Onakonehkawinan within the territory 
so Local Nations can advance with 
their CFN process.  Regional Offices 
continue to engage with current service 
agencies. Work has started to finalize a 
coordination and fiscal agreement with 
other governments.

Rights of the Anishinaabe Child: Manito 
kigii miinigonan aniin chi ombigangit ki 
nejaa’nisinan
12(1) In any proceeding under this Part, 
the child shall be given the opportunity 
to have their views heard. : Mii omaa 

onjii, abinogii oga kashkitoon chi ikidoot 
aniin aji andooandung chi bimadizit. 
“From here on, the child will be able to 
say what the child wants to live a good 
life”.
12(2) An advocate shall be assigned 
the child upon Intake.: owi’a chi 
Kiizigootaagot shigo chi anoki’tagot 
ta miinigazo abinojii apii odapinint. 
Someone to speak and work for the 
child when the child is taken or in need.
Features of Mino Ombigii’aa 
Onankonehkawinan

Declaration on the jurisdiction - the 
newly reclaimed Mino Ombiigii’aa 
declares the intent of the government 
of FNT2T to reclaim jurisdiction; an 
inherent jurisdiction that was never 
surrendered. Further to declarations, 
Nations may consider having their own 
declarations which is respectful of their 
belief systems.
Driven by the seven Anishinaabe 
principles - Respect, Love, Humility, 
Honesty, Wisdom, Truth, Courage
Grand Council – 23/24 August 2022 

Kakakwekejeong
The Children, Families and Nation 
Circle is part of the Executive Bundle, 
oversees the administration and 
interpretation of the Mino Ombigii’aa 
Onankonehkawinan.  A resolution 
has come forward by the Governing 
Council and Ikwewak Council to review, 
discuss and pass the Mino Ombigii’aa 
Onankonehkawinan at this year’s 
Grand Council is ready for 23/24 August 
2022 at the Community Complex at 
Kakakwekejeong.

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL
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Treaty 2 Territory - The NRTA’s 
purportedly transferred “administration 
and control” of the lands, water, wildlife, 
and natural resources to the provincial 
governments. However, First Nations 
maintain that the numbered Treaties 
did not “cede, yield and surrender” 
the lands, water, wildlife, and natural 
resources.

Rather, they were land sharing 
agreements that allowed the settlers 
to use the land to the “depth of a plow” 
and that wildlife would remain for the 
use and benefit of the First Nations. 
When the Dominion of Canada passed 
the NRTAs into law it enshrined into 

Treaty 2 Territory – FNT2T, Manitoba 
Metis Federation, Mountain 
School Division and Goose Lake 
Highschool took part in a opening 
of a Reconciliation Park in Roblin 
Mb on June 17,2022. This marks an 
important step in moving forward 
with reconciliation in Roblin and at 
the local high school.

The park is located next to the 
Goose Lake Highschool. An opening 
prayer was given by Knowledge 
Keeper Lillian Lynxleg of the 

review laws and provide 
recommendations to 

guide the Mikinaak Circle, 
Governing Council and 

Executive Council in their 
deliberations and also  

guide the Crane Circle in 
Peacemaking Appeals. They 

participate in meetings 
to ensure Anishinaabe 

methodologies and provide 
wisdom and guidance.

Ogemawkeg
Council

The Natural Resources Transfer Agreements (NRTA)
and the Western Treaty Nations (WTN)

Peacemaking ready for Grand Council
23/24 August 2022 Kakakwekejeong

of Reconciliation in the territory 
and in our schools. It is important 
for the students to learn about 
the history of indigenous people 
and how we can work together 
for a positive future for the next 
generation.

FNT2T would like to thank Goose 
Lake High school for the invitation 
to be part of this opening of a 
learning park for all. Please look 
for upcoming events in your area or 
school.

Tootinaowaziibeeng Treaty 
Reserve. Mountain School 
Division Knowledge Keeper 
Bev Harvey also spoke to 
the students and staff in 
attendance.

A smudge was offered to 
all in attendance for prayer 
and a good day. A tree 
planting ceremony was 
done with the students and 
knowledge keepers.This 
park is one of many events 

Canadian law this misinterpretation of 
the Treaties.
The purpose of the Western Treaty 
Nations on the NRTA is to re-establish 
jurisdiction and authority over the lands, 
water, wildlife, and natural resources 
within the western provincial regions. 
There are now options for forward 
motion of this important issue that will 
be discussed and evaluated before a 
course of action can be determined. This 
work has been ongoing for many years 
through NRTA Summits held in 2011 
and 2019 to provide the context for 
these options. Many of these previous 
efforts along with the tireless work of 
the WTN Secretariat will culminate in a 

summit of 182 Chiefs of Nations affected 
by NRTA late this summer. CPNWC Staff 
plan to attend a planning meeting for 
this next Summit of the Western Treaty 
Nations on the NRTA. We expect the 
meeting to take place over 2 days in 

Winnipeg on July 12 & 13, 2022.

In the meantime watch this blog for 
announcements and information on 
the work of the WTN Secretariat and the 
late summer summit date.

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL
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Treaty 2 Territory – Odaminoang 
translates to “playing” in 
Anishinaabemowin.  The 
Odaminoang Circle is one of the 
7 Circles, within the Executive 
Bundle of the First Nations in 
Treaty 2 Government. There are 
the four bundles within the 
Odaminoang Circle, and they are 
Sports, Recreation, Arts, Leisure and 
Land Based activity in the Treaty 2 
Territory.

Onankonehkawin (Law): The 
Odaminoang Onankonehkawin 
is based on the 4 areas that 
are considered “playing”. The 
Peacemaking Onankonehkawin 
includes the Seven Circles 
of Peacemaking including 
Peacekeeping. The Odaminoang 
Onankonehkawin was created and 
sponsored by Youth Council on 
June 29 2022, and is awaiting to be 
passed through Grand Council 23/24 
August 2022 in Kakakwekejeong.

Governing Council: is comprised 
of the Ogemas and a Chairperson 
from each of the Ogemaakwek, 
Knowledge, Ininiiug, Ikwewak and 
Oshkiniiug Councils, meets regularly 
to provide direction to draft laws 
through sovereign government and 

Odaminoang Circle is ready for Grand Council
23/24 August 2022 Kakakwekejeong

The Four Bundles of the 
Odaminoang Circle:   
• Sports – support for all sports 

in T2T
• Recreation – support for all 

recreation in T2T
• Arts – support for all arts in T2T
• Leisure and Land Based – 

support for all leisure and land 
based activity in T2T

 
All four bundles of the Odaminoang 
Circle are accessible to all T2T Citizens, 
regardless of any barrier (ex: age, 
ability, sexual orientation, etc).

resolutions to be presented to the 
Grand Council and implemented 
therefor after.

Oshkiniiug (Youth) Council: The Youth 
Council makes recommendations to 
the Odaminoang Circle regarding 
sports, recreation, arts, leisure and 
land-based activities, and territorial 
games.  The Governing Council 
shall establish authorities and 
responsibilities of the Youth Council, in 
accordance with traditional principles 
of Anishinaabe customary law, and 
upon advice from the Grand Council.

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL

Grand Council – 23/24 August 
2022 Kakakwekejeong

The Odaminoang Circle is part 
of the Executive Bundle and 
oversees the administration 
and interpretation of the 
Odaminoang Onankonehkawinan.  
A resolution has come forward 
by the Youth Council to review, 
discuss and pass the Odaminoang 
Onankonehkawinan at this year’s 
Grand Council is ready for 23/24 
August 2022 at the Community 
Complex at Kakakwekejeong.
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is comprised of one 
appointed member who 
is a Knowledge Holder 

and/or Keeper (including 
Elders) from each Local 

Nation, providing 
recommendations, 

governance support, 
accreditation college, 
speakers bureau and 

guides all the Councils in 
their deliberations with 
a member participating 
at all Council meetings.

Knowledge 
Council

Treaty 2 and 4 Stand Behind Treaty 8
as Sovereign Treaty Partner
Treaty 2 Territory - We acknowledge 
the unceded territory of the Musqueam 
Indian Band that we are delivering our 
statement from. Treaty No. 8, which was 
entered into on June 21, 1899, by Order 
in Council which includes the Treaty 
8 Territory of approximately 840,000 
square kilometers, the largest land-
based Treaty in what today is known as 
Canada.

As Sovereign Peoples we entered Treaty, 
Treaty does not define us. The Assembly 
of First Nation (AFN) is an administrative 
organization that has gone rogue and is 
aiding Canada in the devolution or our 
Treaties. The organization is not rights 
holders, and they cannot speak about 
our Treaty.

Although this notice has been served 
repeatedly, Canada continues to 
dishonor the Crown and Treaty. In fact, 
Treaty No. 8 it states the following:

“Provided, however, that Her Majesty 
reserves the right to deal with any 
settlers within the bounds of any lands 
reserved for any band as she may see 
fit; and also that the aforesaid reserves 
of land, or any interest therein, may 
be sold or otherwise disposed of by 
Her Majesty’s Government for the use 
and benefit of the said Indians entitled 
thereto, with their consent first hand 
and obtained”.

Canada and AFN did not receive nor 
obtain our consent.

The True Spirit and Intent of all Treaties 
especially the numbered
international Treaties 1-11 were never 
signed with Canada.

While Canada talks Reconciliation, 
actions speak louder than words.
We continue to serve notice to Canada 
that you must deal directly with the 
Sovereign Nations and peoples of these 
international treaties on all legislation, 
policy that impacts their inherent and 
treaty rights.

Currently in the media, there are issues 
plaguing the Assembly of First Nations 
organization. We agree that this 
administrative non-profit organization 
should undergo a full audit but their 
partner, the Government of Canada, 
should undergo an audit as well.

We are here today to call out Canada and 
AFN and their fiscal relationship and to 
encourage the Treaties 1 to 11 Nations 
and the Pre-confederation Nations 
across Turtle Island to meet.

Canada, AFN and its Executive Council 
established a Permanent Bilateral 
Mechanism known as the Memorandum 
on Understanding on Joint Priorities 

between AFN and Canada. This MOU was 
entered into without our knowledge 
and consent. We call upon our brothers 
and sisters in the international Treaties 
1-11 to unite in the protection of our 
sovereignty.

We are inviting all Chiefs and Councils 
from Treaties 1 to 11 along and Pre-
confederation Treaties to stand in 
solidarity. One of the Treaty 8 Nations 
will host a Treaty 1-11 Gathering this 
September and we look forward to 
seeing you all. We must work together 
because the Canadian Government has 
been working on the devolution of our 
Treaties and AFN and their Executive 
Council is delivering us on a silver platter.

I remind you today that as sovereigns, 
our Treaties are here as long as the sun 
shines, the grass grows, the rivers flow 
and until such a time as Yidah should 
reverse.

In closing I would like to say that 
when you follow our natural laws and 
inherent way of life, you will not go 
rogue. We must follow what the Creator 
has given us as it is based on who we are 
as peoples, our values, and principles.

Shared today at Media Release by Treaty 
8 Grand Chief Arthur Noskey at the 
43rd Assembly of First Nations Annual 
General Assembly in Vancouver.

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL
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Ogichidaa McLean brings forth the Treaty 2 Nation’s Right 
to Sovereignty at the Assembly of First Nations (AFN)
Treaty 2 Territory - This week, the 
Treaty 2 Territory Ogimaag travelled 
to the Musquem, Squamish, and 
Tsleil-Waututh Territory – and will 
spend time building and renewing 
political relations at the National 
level. engaging in Wiisakodaadiiwin 
(a unified-principled approach) 
with other Nations during the AFN 
– Annual General Assembly.

Ge Niigaanshkamong – Issues 
and priorities, such as initiatives 
that support Anishinaabe 
governance, respect Anishinaabe 
Onakonekawinan, and 
meaningfully address specific and 
comprehensive land claims that still 
require acceptance by Canada for 
negotiation.

We are also amplifying the “Voice” of 
Anishinaabek Peoples when it comes 
to the sovereign right to self-govern 
ourselves. An immediate response 
from federal cabinet is required to 
move on self-determination and 
treaty interests.

The reality is that it has been a 
heartbreaking and difficult time for 
us with the Missing and Murdered 
Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit 
(MMIWGT), climate change issues, and 

the on-going searches to locate our 
Ancestral Abinoonjiwag at Residential 
School sites. On top of what are 
we dealing with the pandemic – 
predominantly, recovering from our 
collective grief. Support for our Mino-
Bimaadiziiwin Framework is needed 
now more than ever.

As the Day School application 

Nations as well as with Canada’s 
Federal Cabinet Ministers that will 
be in attendance.

In the context of relational-
governing, we want to take full 
advantage of what exactly meetings 
like these have to offer, “a national 
opportunity”
– Ogichidaa Mclean.

deadline looms ahead, we are calling 
on our partners in Ottawa to extend 
the deadline. This is a time to be 
empathetic and have the political will 
to address structural remedies that 
coincides with cultural responsiveness 
and respect for life.

“We certainly want to represent 
“Wiisakodaadiiwin” with other 
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The Treaty 2 Territory Anishinaabek responds to Moushom 
Class Action – Jordan’s Principle Compensation
To protect our way of life in 
the arena of policy and law-
making, specifically Abinoonjii 
Onakonekawin. The Ogimaag 
wishes to respectfully 
acknowledge the fight to bring 
and bridge life-making changes 
for the Ningo’doode (families) of 
our Nation.

Piijiinago (Yesterday), Treaty 2 Territory 
Government was in attendance to hear 
AFN-Regional Chief Cindy Woodhouse-
Nepinak present on the First Nations 
Child and Family Services and Jordan’s 
Principle which highlighted:

• 20 billion settlement agreement 
reached on June 30th, 2022.

• Agreement-in-Principle completed 
on 20221. Settles issues on 
compensation for the Removed 
Child Class and their families, 
Jordan’s Principle/Trout Classes, 

and their families
• Eligibility criteria determined by 

December 2022. The
• Parties to attend the federal court 

on Distribution Protocol remaining 
timelines by Canadian Human 
Rights and Federal Court.

• Oversight provided by Assembly 

of First Nations on Distribution 
Protocol.

The court decision addresses the issue 
that Canada knowingly underfunded 
child and family services for First 
Nations children living on Reserve. 
Canada failed to comply with Jordan’s 

Principle, a legal requirement designed 
to safeguard First Nations Children’s 
existing substantive equality rights 
guaranteed in the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms.

Canada’s failure to provide First 
Nations with essential services 
available to non-First Nations Children 
or which would have been required to 
ensure substantive equality under the 
Charter.

Intend that the Claims process be 
administered in an expeditious, cost-
effective, user friendly, culturally 
sensitive, and trauma-informed 
manner. Safeguard the best interests 
of Children. Minimize administrative 
burden on Class Members.

Ensure culturally informed and trauma-
informed mental health and cultural 
support services as well as navigational 
services available to Class Members.

SPECIAL EDITION: ONANKONEHKAWINAN / GRAND COUNCIL
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Ogichidaa McLean & T2T Ogimaag Stakes Anishinaabe Laws with 
David Lametti Canada’s Justice Minister & Attorney General
Treaty 2 Territory – Musquem, 
Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh 
Nations – As the Treaty 2 territory 
Government works diligently to 
improve the relationship with 
the Canadian Government – it is 
imperative that the Onakonekawinan 
and Anishinaabe values be heard, 
respected, and widely known across 
Mikinak Minis.

The Ogimaag took the opportunity 
to re-iterate the vision for the 
Anishinaabek Nation during this 
morning’s meeting with Minister 
Lametti. The intent is always to bring 
into alignment the current systemic 
inequities while working to create 
jurisdictional space to honour and 
respect Anishinaabe Onakonekawin.

Considering that Minister Mendicino 
holds the peacekeeping (policing) 
file. Ogimaa Letander raised issues o

f community safety and urged 
that results are needed in inherent 
jurisdiction over protecting our own 
people. And called for respon

sibility and obligations to the 
imperatives on MMIWGT, 231 
Calls to Justice and the Truth and 
Reconciliation, Calls to Action.

Mino Ombigii’aa, Peacemaking and 
Peacekeeping Onakonewkawinan, 
outstanding land claims and direct 
fiscal agreements dominated the 
Manitoba Caucus room floor – 
Anishinaabe Laws of the Nation 
belong to the citizens of Treaty 2 
territory.  And from a Treaty stance, 
without us, Canada would have had 
no Treaty to enter. More needs to 
be done to honour the 151st year 
Treaty impasse. Canada needs to take 
concerted efforts to move over now 
with our laws in place along with 
reviewing their laws and policies 
to prepare and respond to our 
sovereignty.

To conclude our national meetings 

for the week. As a Nation that leads 
with Gizhaadiziiwin, we respectfully 
acknowledge and extend our Gichi-
Miigwech to the lands and peoples 
of Musquem, Squamish, and Tsleil-
Waututh Nations.

“This morning’s meeting kept in 
momentum from December’s circle 
session.” “Some of the initiatives 
shared by the Justice Minister were 
notable: UNDRIP Implementation, 
respect for Indigenous Laws, and the 
inherent right to take care for our own 
children. Holding Minister Lametti 
& Miller politically accountable to 
clear jurisdictional barriers so that 
we can freely govern ourselves 
remains a constant priority for us.” 

“Minister Lametti accepted assemah 
to honour our letters and to continue 
the dialogue in our house, in our 
Territory, which is slated to happen 
in the coming months – stated 
Ogichidaa Mclean
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Review and Revision of the Life 
Long Learning Onankonehkawinan

Amendments with Respect 

Treaty 2 Territory – Last week the Earth Lodge team 
took on the review and suggested revision of the 
Life Long Learning Onankonehkawinan. In 2018, a 
great deal of work went into the original document 
that was submitted and passed by Grand Council.  
After several years of dormancy, the new Earth 
Lodge Team approached the document with fresh 
eyes and new outlook.

Coming into the process, we all felt that it was 
important to have a clear cultural perspective 
portrayed in the document.  The original document 
was presented with very distinct Western 
terminology and conceptuality.  Our goal was to 
scribe a document that was centered on the guiding 
principles of the work done by the Earth Lodge. 
The Principles of Anishinaabe Mino Bimaadiziwin 
allow us to bring forward a plan for the education 
of Treaty Two Nations that focuses on the wholistic 

wellbeing of each individual community member 
that engages with the Life Long Learning Structure.

Whereas the children and people of the First Nations 
of Treaty 2 Territory have the inherent right to quality 
education from birth throughout their lives so that 
they may realize their full potential and contribute 
to their families, their communities, their Nation, to 
Canada and the world. 

First Nation Treaty 2 Territory – Life Long 
Learning Onankonehkawinan
The original document was also lengthy, at 44 
pages.  A great deal of the document dealt with 
procedural content.  As a Team, we felt that the 
Onankonehkawinan, at this point, should be a 
well-defined description of the configuration of 
the Life Long Learning Structure; and, procedural 
determinations would be made by the governing 
body of the Structure as development progressed. 
Through online shared collaboration, using our 
Teams Channel, and several virtual meetings, 
the Earth Lodge was able to streamline the 
Onankonehkawinan to 13 pages.

The Earth Lodge is very pleased with the final 
submission and look forward to the next 
benchmarks of progress as we work towards 
creating a learning environment that supports the 
needs of all communities. 

Written by Valerie McInnes – Life Long Learning 
Bundle Holder – Earth Lodge http://www.lodge.
fnt2t.com
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Do you think our Peacemaking system
should replace the current Justice system?

FNT2T Peacemaking Virtual Engagement

Treaty 2 Territory – Please join, 
as First Nations in the Treaty 2 
Government’s Peacemaking holds a 
Virtual engagement answering why 
our Peacemaking system should 
replace the current Justice system. 
This is an opportunity for all Nation 
members to participate, learn and 
tell us what you think on August 11th 
at from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm!

During the Virtual Engagement 
named; Engaging First Nations in 
Treaty 2 Territory, on August 11 
from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm, we will be 
discussing Peacemaking Framework, 
Laws and Methodologies. We will 
present our Peacemaking system 
which is based on natural order, 
peace, harmony and balance. We 
will also discuss why the current 
Justice system, which is focused on 
punishment, has not and does not 
work for our people.

It is our hope that this Virtual 
engagement will reach as many 
members’ as possible, members 
who are not available to attend in 
the community, for those who reside 
elsewhere or if you just prefer to sit 
in the comfort of your own space 
to participate. -Chantell Barker, 
Peacemaking Keeper

After two long years of COVID, which 
prevented us from visiting our 

Nations, we are excited to share that 
we will be attending our First Nation’s 
soon to hold in-person engagements.

We are committed to respectfully 
engaging the members of Treaty 
2 territory in accordance to 
Onankonehkawin. As member 
First Nations to Treaty 2 territories 
ourselves, we know how it feels to 
be engaged and consulted in ways 
that we don’t agree with by other 
governments. Our members deserve 
respect when engaged and consulted 
whether you live in community or in 
Urban settings.

Please pre-register by following 
the link provided. Pre-registration 
will qualify you to participate in a 
draw for a prize TBA. There will also 
be a participation draw after the 
engagement session and a draw 
for participating in a feedback 
questionnaire.

Upon completing the presentation, 
we want your feedback, tell us what 
you liked, how we can do better and 
ask questions, do this by completing 
the Survey Monkey questionnaire 
(virtual) or paper questionnaire 
(in-person) after the engagement 
processes.

To register email:
peacemaking@fnt2t.com

is comprised of one 
appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations regarding 
children, families, nations, 
health and wellbeing and 

other matters.Ikwewak 
Council
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Our land and Nation is the foundation of 
Onankonehkawin
Treaty 2 Territory – If not today 
when do we prosper by reclaiming 
our Nationhood? “Today we 
forge ahead with the goal of 
reclaiming self-governance of a 
Nation in a territory recognized 
internationally and by Canada on 
behalf of the Queen of England 
and Ireland”.

Before we get into how this is possible, 
and why Canada’s Supreme Court side 
with the real and original owners of the 
land, we want to talk about how the 
land is the foundation of our law.

Our treaty partners do not understand 
the importance of land, given to us 
by the Creator, and that directs us in 
Inakonegawin (law making) and the 
reclamation of our government.

The day before treaty with the crown 
our Anishinaabe/Ininew Nation had 
laws, governance and an organized 
and peaceful life. Our treaty partners 
designed their policies to dominate, 
assimilate or eliminate a once strong 
prosperous nation.

While we suffered under the efforts to 
dominate us, our ancestors persevered. 
We have always had inherent 
sovereignty, the right to govern 
ourselves without interference. We 
must continue to exercise it if we want 
to regain control of our lives.

the lands of the entire territory. It also 
returns all lands you thought were lost 
to you.
Compensation is owed for the 
transgressions of the settlers, the lands 
and resources are owed and control and 
governance is ours to develop. It is our 
responsibility to move forward.

If not now, then when?

Boh Kubrakovich 
Kiniw, Lead Keeper AA_T2 / FNT2T

The treaties with the crown, particularly 
Treaty 1 / 2, was for immigration 
and settlement. It didn’t talk about 
the taking of resources without 
compensation, holding unoccupied 
lands, developing or taking anything 
beyond the surface. Water was never 
discussed and the elimination of self-
governance within the nation was 
certainly never discussed.

So why are we waiting for the crown 

/ Canada to do the right thing?  With 
the Anishinaabe/Ininew Nation 
reclaiming it’s true governance within 
our bundles that include councils and 
circles, we can renew our Nation and 
take control of our governance and our 
lands. Empowerment is within and only 
within.

Onakonehkewin is the law that 
organizes the Anishinaabe/Ininew 
governance and has empowered your 
ability to breath, live and prosper on 
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Daabandaagoziiwin Onankonehkawinan – 
Citizenship Law Development
Treaty 2 Territory – Preparing for 
Grand Council Engagement and 
update on the Daabandaagoziiwin 
Onankonehkawinan – Citizenship Law 
Development

Since time immemorial, the ancestors 
of the Anishinaabek had sophisticated 
legal and political societies that 
nurtured a sense of belonging.  
Members/citizens had balanced roles, 
rights, and obligations that were 
interdependent on relations with 
each other.  Genocidal and colonial 
legislation and policies through the 
Indian Act legally restructured and took 
away the Anishinaabek’s sovereignty 
and inherent rights to define and 
identify their own citizens.

The Governing Council of Treaty 2 
Territory have passed resolutions 
to develop a Daabandaagoziiwin 
Onankonehkawinan – Citizenship 
Law that will reclaim sovereignty 
over citizenship authority and 
administration.  Of note is Resolution 
2020-09-03-001 directing Treaty 2 
Territory Government to work with 

Local Nations to harmonize their laws 
with the Treaty 2 Territory Citizenship 
Law.

The Intergovernmental Circle is 
preparing for the Grand Council 
gathering that will be held in 
Kakakwekejeong/ Ebb and Flow 
First Nation on August 23 to August 
24, 2022.  A progress update will be 
provided to the Grand Council regarding 
the citizenship law development and 
begin the engagement process with 
the Grand Council and members of 
Treaty 2 Territory.  The timeline to 
complete the citizenship law is prior 

to next year’s Grand Council gathering 
for review and ratification.

Feedback from the engagement 
process will be reflected into the 
draft law. This will ensure that the 
law reflects inherent knowledge, 
distinct Anishinaabe values and 
legal principles to promote a “sense 
of belonging”, protect rights and 
benefits, and reclaim jurisdiction over 
citizenship. This engagement process 
is meant to protect and enshrine 
Anishinaabe identity and practices to 
determine who is a citizen.

Engagement Questions
These questions will be posed to the 
Grand Council at the August 23-24, 
2022 gathering:

What dialogue or teachings do you 
remember or recall from your Elders 
and/or Knowledge Keepers on what 
citizenship meant as an Anishinaabe 
member? How has it changed?
How do we reclaim and restore our 
citizenship sovereignty?
How and who do we engage with to 
develop the citizenship law?
How do we protect and access our 
Treaty, status, and inherent rights for 
both on and off-reserve Citizens?
The Intergovernmental Circle looks 
forward to hearing from Treaty 2 
Territory leaders and members and 
drafting the Daabandaagoziiwin 
Onankonehkawinan over the next year.

Registration for the Grand Council and 
Treaty Gathering can be be done at 
fnt2t.com/grandcouncil2022/register

Submitted by: Kim McPherson
Intergovernmental Policy Keeper

is comprised of one 
appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding life long 

learning, peacemaking, 
peacekeeping, natural 

world and other 
governance matters.

Ininiiug 
Council
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Earth Lodge submits a Life Long Learning Structural 
Readiness Proposal to Indigenous Services Canada
The Earth Lodge Team, in 
collaboration, with the Lead Keeper, 
have submitted a detailed project 
grant proposal which would see 
FNT2T Life Long Learning Circle 
embark on the engagement, 
collaboration and development work 
with Local Nations needed to begin 
the awareness and implementation 
of a LLL Education Structure as 
outlined in the Lifelong Learning 
Onankonehkawinan.

According to Indigenous Services 
Canada “The Structural Readiness 
component supports targeted 
activities that build the capacity of 

responsibility for elementary and 
secondary education to a First 
Nations school model.”

Our FNT2T proposal sets out a plan 
which allows for the resources, 
engagement and collaboration 
needed to begin the implementation 
of the Life Long Learning Structure 
which will guide the development of 
Anishinaabek Life Long Learning in 
future years.

FNT2T and Earth Lodge expects 
to receive approval in the very 
near future and will share that 
information as it becomes available. 

For further information, suggestions 
or questions feel free to contact any 
Earth Lodge Team member.

Submitted by Larry Budzinski
Earth Lodge Development Helper

First Nations organizations to deliver 
First Nations education services, 
and to develop and implement 
transformative education systems 
and agreements that fully delegate 
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is comprised of one 
appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding sports, 

recreation and territorial 
games, with one 

representative to attend all 
Council meetings.

Oshkiniiug 
Council
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