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Ochichakosipi leadership delivering 
hampers to members in the territory

Treaty 2 Territory- December 15th was a special day for us at MTNLive. We were 
treated with an honourable guest who joined us virtually from her home in the 
Ebb and Flow First Nation; Mrs. Mary Houle (widow of Late Elder Percy Houle). 
Mary is a cherished Knowledge Keeper who has  prayed with us, guided us, and 
has supported the formation of the Government of First Nations in Treaty Territory 
since the very early stages. Along with her late husband Percy, Mary has shared 
immense wisdom and teachings with people from all walks of life, for decades.

Our Voice. Our Time.

Knowledge Keeper, Elder Mary Houle makes her MTNlive debut
Using the internet, Mary graciously joined 
our live broadcast on Tuesday morning. 
Mary shared her story of how she is 
coping with the COVID-19 Pandemic, and 
the strict Code Red Restrictions. With so 
much faith, and resiliency, Mary shared 
how she keeps her immune system strong 
with Traditional medicines such as Sage, 
Cedar, and Wiikeh. She shared that her 

Treaty 2 Territory – The leadership of 
Ochichakosipi Nation were out in the 
treaty 2 territory delivering food hampers 
for the nation members not residing on 
Ochichakosipi. Hampers were delivered 
in Dauphin, Brandon, Portage La Prairie 
and Winnipeg. Members applied for the 
hampers and picked up their hamper 
at each drop off point in each city. Chief 
and council would like to thank all the 

more on page 2

family clan consists of her children who 
live close by, as well as 145 grandchildren. 
Mary, like so many others,  shared that 
she and her family struggle with the Code 
Red measures; especially with gatherings 
limited to 5, however, she stressed the 
importance of listening to Chief Wayne 
Desjarlais, and his plea for families to 
cooperate.

staff and members that volunteered in 
organizing and distributing the food 
hampers to the families, Special thanks 
goes out to Santa’s little OCC elves who 
worked hard in handing out the hampers 
in all locations. FNT2T government would 
like to congratulate the leadership of 
Ochichakosipi on making this season 
better for Ochichakosipi members with 
these needed gifts.

Healing vs. Punishment
“Canada’s Indian Act was then 
enacted without discussion or 
agreement.”

They are but a Prayer Away
“Those who have passed are just a 
prayer away from us. And that in 
itself, is absolutely profound.”

page 14page 4

Winter Solstice
“Our ancestors were scientists 
and astronomers...”

page 11

Santa Claus has arrived in the T2T
Santa Claus has arrived in 
the Treaty 2 Territory! He 
spent the day in Skownan 
delivering monetary gifts to 
children and families! Merry 
Christmas to everyone in 
Skownan! Miigwech Santa 
Claus!

(Thank you to Ruby Catcheway for 
allowing us to use her photos.)
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Knowledge Keeper... from page 1

F N T 2 T  N E W S

Her husband always stressed how 
important it was to listen to the Chief.

Mary shared some unique moments 
of this unusual Christmas Season. She 
participated in a Virtual Christmas 
Pow Wow and won the Golden Age 
in the Jingle Category. Mary shared 
how she prays before she dances, 
as the Jingle Dress Dance is one of 
healing. Congratulations Mary! We 
are grateful for your prayers.

Mary spoke of the many online 
contests being held in the Nation, 
and commended the organizations 
for making these contests possible. 
She is truly enjoying it!

With Elders Gatherings, Christmas 
Concerts etc, being cancelled this 
year, it is heartwarming to see 
Elders like Mary being active, and 
enjoying the virtual entertainment. 
Congratulations to the organizations 
in Ebb & Flow for your efforts to 
entertain our Elders, and families 

online. Corey “the Coyote” Whitford 
and Mary had a very enjoyable visit 
while live on Facebook. So many 
of Mary’s friends, relatives, and her 
Sundance family enjoyed seeing her 
online.

Mary has willingly agreed to join 

us again in the new year. We 
look forward to her beautiful and 
inspiring words, and teachings. 
Miigwech Mary for making time for 
us, and for believing in the work we 
are doing. Thank you for sharing in 
Anishinaabemowin; as it inspires and 
teaches others to learn.

Mary, behalf of the Government of 
First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory, we 
wish you and your loved ones a Merry 
Christmas with special memories of 
Percy.

We all miss him.

You could win a Treaty 2 Territory 
Hooded Sweater, MTNLive T-Shirt, 
Navajo Print throw, Navajo Print 
Bag, Navajo Print Basketball, & a 
Navajo Print Toque!

How to join?

• 1) Like/Follow the MTNLive Facebook Page
• 2) Share this post
• 3) Like this post
• 4) Comment “MTNLive Rocks” on this post!

And ashaa - you’re entered! Good luck!
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Treaty 2 Territory – Marlene Gallagher, 
a speaker from the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba’s speaker’s 
bureau,  joined the Lodge and Lifelong 
Learning Circle staff for a zoom session 
last week, to discuss Traditional 
Education.  She shared with us her 
knowledge and childhood experiences, 
having attended an Indian Residential 
school and also having been a part of 
the 60’s Scoop.  

Marlene Gallagher is an Anishinaabe 
Ikwe from Sagkeeng First Nation, 
which is signatory to Treaty No. 1 
& 3. Marlene attended residential 
school. She speaks Anishinaabe 
(Ojibwa) and takes part in various 
cultural practices and ceremonies. She 
possesses a Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor 
of Education degree’s with double 
majors in History/English, a Bachelor 
of Arts Honours degree in History 
from the University of Winnipeg and a 
Masters of Education degree from the 
University of Manitoba.

Marlene previously worked as an 
Education Consultant for the Province 
of Manitoba. In this position, 
Marlene worked closely with schools 
throughout Manitoba to support 
Aboriginal Education, Cultural 
Awareness and Community Schools. 
She worked as a sessional lecturer at 
the University of Manitoba, University 
of Winnipeg and Canadian Mennonite 

Treaty 2 Territory – MTNLive at 12noon 
Corey Whitford, host connected with 
FNT2T’s Operation Keeper Ray Mousseau on 
Tuesday, 8 December 2020.

“I want to bring our co-worker in and the 
Keeper who is going to be talking about 
the Circles and unpacking some of the 
work that we are doing within the Treaty 2 
Territory. We are working together and we 
are coordinating, interaction with the Local 
Nations”, announced Corey Whitford.

Ray Mousseau, Operations Keeper with the 
Government of FNT2T started off the noon 
hour show providing an update about the 
Circles within the Government of FNT2T.  
Seeing how this is a Circle Talks, with 
MTNlive at noon every Tuesday at noon, 
actually every Monday to Friday at 12 
o’clock noon.

“Thank you for inviting me as a guest 

FNT2T Lodge Keeper speaks on unity and sovereign 
approach to governance through the Lodge

FNT2T Administration Operation Keeper discusses Circles on MTNLive

REGIONAL OFFICE

University. She has also been a writer/
editor with Portage and Main Press and 
Scholastics Canada.

As Marlene stated, our Traditional 
education developed the whole 
person.  Our system of education 
included not just the child, but also the 
family, community and the nation.  This 
complex system of education included 
the events of day to day living. It was 
a system that included the modelling 
of behaviours (look, listen, learn) and 
values, and it included many things 
such as:

Our Ways of Knowing; Identity- who we 
are; Knowledge that was passed down: 
values, customs, history, life styles, 
stories, skills; Language- that builds 

that understanding of the world; Our 
sacred view of Natural World and the 
environment; Education – experiences 
and how they direct our lives; Stories 
– Community and family stories; Well-
being – balance between family and 
community; Health- our medicines and 
Gifts – families, elders worked with 
child to develop gifts

We had complex systems of education 
that started with the family and 
community.  They were our first 
teachers, teaching us our language, 
our identity, our stories and our 
ceremonies.  The knowledge passed 
down to the children included many 
things, such as:

Knowing where you come from; 

Knowing your gifts; Our shared history, 
multi-generational, connection to 
community; knowing our ancestors as 
a way of understanding our past; the 
clan system and our responsibilities 
within the community; creation stories; 
language as  a way to navigate the 
world; how to live in harmony with the 
land, how to be stewards of the land, 
our inter-relationships; and Spirituality

Marlene finished off with a 
discussion about how move forward 
in Education.  What is it that we 
need to teach our children? She 
acknowledged that we do need to 
teach literacy and numeracy, but 
there is so much more. 

There is a need for schools to make 
education more meaningful, more 
‘hands-on’ activities and should 
provide opportunities for children 
to develop their gifts and interests.  
Education should be a space and place 
that focuses on ancestral knowledge, 
teachings and spirituality; a place that 
provides lifelong learning and pride in 
who they are.

We would like to acknowledge the 
generosity of the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba – Speakers 
Bureau in providing this Zoom session.

Renee McGurry
Development Helper, The Lodge

speaker for today’s session. One of the things 
I wanted to share is, there’s a lot of difficulty 
with Covid-19, we’re going through a really 
difficult time within our Treaty 2 Territory. A 
lot of our Local Nations are currently in code 
red as well with, restrictions in place. A lot 

of the work that the staff have been doing 
is engagement with the members of the 
Local Nations”, said Mousseau.

It’s been a challenge for our Circle Keepers, 
when it comes to, developing the natural 

laws, developing the laws for their circles, 
it’s become a challenge, when it comes 
through engaging our members within 
the Local NationsHe managed to continue 
his interview regarding the Circle Keepers 
who started surveys and questionnaires, 
through websites, through the various 
media outlets within the territory, with the 
First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory, as well 
as Local Nation websites and social media. 
That’s one way of, engaging our members 
of the Local Nations.

One of the other things, that the Circle 
Keepers are going to be doing along with 
our Regional Offices is they’re going to be 
handing out, surveys and questionnaires, 
through a hard copy. That they’re going to 
get creative and somehow getting the hard 
copies out to the members of the Local 
Nations, for example, a lot of our knowledge 
keepers (elders) do not have access to some 

more on page 15
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Governing Council is 
comprised of the Chiefs 
Council and a Chairperson 
from each of the Knowledge, 
Men, Women and Youth 
Councils, it meets 4 times 
a year to provide direction 
to FNT2T, draft laws and 
resolutions to be presented 
to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Governing 
Council

F N T 2 T  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – Our Government of 
First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory (FNT2T) 
wrote to you and your Government on 
September 11th, 2020 with a workplan and 
budget to support the Care and Protection 
of The Natural World Circle reconciliaction 
plan.  In the letter we advised that we are 
a collective that is advancing our inherent 
right of sovereignty, self-determination 
and governance over the lands of the Treaty 
2 Territory.

The treaty relationship with the Crown 
has not been honoured, implemented 
properly or fairly by the Government of 
Canada.  We are asserting our inherent 
right to govern our territory with our 
assertion of ‘Unfinished Treaty Business’. 
We were promised and agreed to fertile 
lands when we were ready to farm and 
never received it. We were assured by the 
Queen’s representatives that what she was 
offering was above and beyond what we 
already had. After 149 years of the Treaty 
relationship, it is clear this has not been the 
case and the reverse is true.

In our treaty process we are each sovereign 
and equals with neither side being asked to 
relinquish its sovereignty. Canada’s Indian 
Act was then enacted without discussion or 
agreement.

The illegal Natural Resource Transfer Act 
(NRTA) purported to unilaterally transfer 
our land and resources to the provinces 
is contrary to our treaty relationship 
and Canada’s fiduciary duty owed to our 
Anishinaabe. The transfer was subject 
to the trusts established to protect the 
Anishinaabe.

The rights of the Anishinaabe have been 
rendered to having no meaning.  Our land 
inventory indicates Eighty two percent of 

Letter sent to Canada about Reconciliation -
Ministers Seamus O’Regan and Jonathan Wilkinson

LIFE LONG LEARNING

our lands in our territory have been reduced 
to private occupancy giving us no access, so 
what good is a right if we have nowhere to 
exercise.  Our rights were never intended to 
be stolen from us. Non-indigenous hunters 
and fishers continue to reduce resources in 
our territory so that restrictions are placed 
on our inherent right. The crown has failed 
to honour our treaty relationship.

As your government makes strides to 
implement legislation to fulfill UNDRIP, it 
is imperative the wrongs are recognized to 
begin the proper steps of ‘reconciliaction’. 
Reconciliaction, means Action based 
and Anishinaabek prosperity will only be 
accomplished by having the Anishinaabe in 
control of our territorial lands. The Mikisew 
Decision reminded the crown, the Treaties 
were the beginning of a relationship and 
not the end.

Canada has continuously maintained that it 

is; “Committed to improving the quality of 
life of Canadians by ensuring the country’s 
abundant natural resources are developed 
sustainably, competitively and inclusively.”  
The lands and resources of the Anishinaabek 
have never been shared properly.

We are seeking compensation for all of the 

resources extracted and passing through 
our territory.  Pipelines, oil and other 
resources that have been taken from us.  
Our Knowledge Keepers continue to tell us 
that the depth of the plough was the only 
thing ever discussed to be shared with the 
settlers.  The spirit and intent of the treaty 
has not been honoured by Canada.  We 
do not require Canada to give us anything 
that already is not ours, rather FNT2T is 
prepared to share the $600 million dollars 
in resources being taken or going through 
our territory yearly.  Going back to 1871, we 
can negotiate the extraction of resources 
through compensation and turning our 
lands back to the original way.  Our treaty 
allowing the Crown to share our territory 
had nothing to do with the extraction of 
natural resources without consultation, 
accommodation and informed prior 
consent.

True reconciliaction will be accomplished 
only when Canada recognizes the original 
intent of treaty which is our sovereignty 
over the lands of Treaty 2 Territory just as 
our ancestors acknowledged yours at the 
making of Treaty.

We feel that our fundamental need to 
have the land issue resolved has not 
received adequate attention and we are 
of the firm belief that it is the key to true 
reconciliaction. Our relationship with the 
land is similar to a bond between mother 
and child and no relationship is stronger.

Nothing about us, without us,

Grand Chief Eugene Eastman

Chief O-Chi-Cha-Ko-Sipi Anishinaabe Nation

Government, First Nations in Treaty 2 
Territory (FNT2T)

True reconciliaction will be 
accomplished only when 
Canada recognizes the 
original intent of treaty 
which is our sovereignty over 
the lands of Treaty 2 Territory 
just as our ancestors 
acknowledged yours at the 
making of Treaty.
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C I R C L E S  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – On December 7, 2020, I 
woke up in a great mood and was ready to 
start my work week. I grabbed my coffee 
with milk, sat down, and watched the 
morning news. Immediately, my morning 
was disrupted when I heard the verdict 
for the murder of Barbara Kentner would 
be later that day. On Jan. 28, 2017, Ms. 
Kentner was purposely struck by the trailer 
hitch by Braydon Bushby and later died as 
a result of her injuries. Braydon Bushby, a 
Caucasian man, was charged with second-
degree murder but later the charges 
were downgraded to manslaughter and 
aggravated assault. Having worked in the 
justice system for 10 years as a Probation 
Officer, I knew that the downgrade in 
charges was another privilege they are 
often granted because of their western 
laws and policies. I come to know that 
Justice means “Just Us”.

My emotions were triggered by 
this announcement as I feared the 
repercussions this would have on my own 
wellbeing as an Indigenous woman. The 
verdict was not only justice for Barbra, 
but justice for all Indigenous women. I 
reflected on my own situations when I 
as discriminated against or feared for my 
safety. As an Indigenous woman, especially 
one who is 5’2, I have to be aware of my 
surrounding at all times. I must be careful 
when walking alone, be prepared for 
mistreatment when I enter a taxicab, turn a 
blind eye to security following me in stores 
or being yelled at for crossing the street 
when I had the right of way. Sadly, my 
experience is not unique as this is reality 
of many indigenous women because the 
justice system has failed us.

During my time with Manitoba Justice, 
I had the opportunity to provide 
programming in every correctional centre 
and youth centre across Manitoba. When 
I was inside, I witnessed firsthand the 
over-representation of our people in 
the jails. It was especially disheartening 
when I toured The Pas Correctional Centre 
(TPCC) where the inmate population was 
100% Indigenous. I lived in the Pas for 30 
years and I did not realize that little brick 

Restorative Peacekeeping – Healing vs. Punishment
PEACEMAKING

building on 7th street had so many of our 
people locked up inside. I recall one day 
working at TPCC, I peaked into a holding 
range and witnessed the overcrowding. 
As I looked, I seen my cousin, my old 
classmate, my old friends, and my clients. 
My heart broke.

People who have been harmed may feel 
that people that commit crimes need to 
be punished. As someone who has been 
a victim and lost an aunt to murder, I 

Sadly, my experience 
is not unique as this 
is reality of many 
indigenous women 
because the justice 
system has failed us.

understand your pain. However, the justice 
system has failed to restore my sense of 
safety and I do not feel justice was served. 
I seen people who harmed me move on 
the harm others. As a Probation Officer, 
I witnessed my previous clients going to 
jail and coming out angrier and more self-
destructive.  Ernest Man states, “If a system 
is making people sick, do we cure the 
people and put them back in the system? 
Or do we cure the system?” The justice 
system is sick.

Later that day, I learned that Superior 
Court Justice Helen Pierce delivered a 
guilty verdict to Braydon Bushby for 
manslaughter. I felt some relief but not 
enough regain my trust in their system or 
feel safe. To restore safety and belonging, 
we need our own peacemaking system 
that is based on Anishinabek values, 
customs, and teachings. First Nations in 
Treaty 2 Territory will address this sick 
system by creating our own peacemaking 
system that focuses on healing rather then 

punishment.

On December 7, 2020, I woke up in a great 
mood and was ready to start my work 
week. I grabbed my coffee with milk, sat 
down, and watched the morning news. 
Immediately, my morning was disrupted 
when I heard the verdict for the murder 
of Barbara Kentner would be later that 
day. On Jan. 28, 2017, Ms. Kentner was 
purposely struck by the trailer hitch 
and later died as a result of her injuries. 
Braydon Bush by, a Caucasian man, was 
charged with second-degree murder but 
later the charges were downgraded to 
manslaughter and aggravated assault. 
Having worked in the justice system for 10 
years as a Probation Officer, I knew that 
the downgrade in charges was another 
privilege they are often granted because 
of their western laws and policies. I come 
to know that Justice means “Just Us”.
Submitted by Chantell Barker, Restorative 
Peacekeeping Operations Keeper

Treaty 2 Territory – The Anishinaabe possess laws dealing with governance, families, 
inter- tribal relations, and land-based laws to ensure our survival. As the original people 
of Turtle Island, we have been provided our original ancestral laws, teachings, and 
instructions in order to pursue a good life on Mother Earth. The Anishinaabek world 
view teaches us that everything is alive in the Natural World. Mother Earth, our 4-legged 
Brothers and Sisters, the winged ones, Water, Trees, Medicines, Plants, Minerals, and all 
other resources have counted on us for care and protection. Anishinaabek have a unique 
spiritual and ancestral relationship to the land and its resources and rely on these to 
maintain our traditional way of life. The Anishinaabe have an inherent responsibility to 
ensure Mother Earth, our 4-legged Brothers and Sisters, the winged ones, Water, Trees, 
Medicines, Plants, Minerals, and all other resources are cared for and protected. In return 
we were assured the mino-bimaadiziiwin.

These Natural Laws were passed on from generation to generation by our Elders and 
Knowledge Holders through teachings and ceremony. We have Individuals who 
specialize or who possess knowledge unique to their expertise and are counted on in 
times of need.

Conservation Thru Anishinaabe Natural Law
NATURAL WORLD
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C I R C L E S  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – The government of First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory identified the 
year 2020 as the year of the laws and each 
circle was tasked with developing laws that 
would govern the territory going forward.

Care and Protection of the Natural 
World developed a Consultation and 
Accommodation Protocol that would speak 
too protection of land, resources, and 
our inherent rights within our territory. 
This protocol was developed after the 
full involvement of our Natural World 
committee and has been submitted to our 
Legal Counsel for review and comment.

The protocol was also submitted to the Local 
Nations on August 13th, 2020 to review 
and provide comment. We asked our Local 
Nations to adopt as their own to protect 

Treaty 2 Territory – On December 18. 
2020, FNT2T members in the Dauphin 
and surrounding area received free boxes 
of fish fillets from the West Region Health 
and Dauphin Friendship Centre staff. This 
donation of free fish for the members of the 
territory was provided by Fisher River Cree 
Nation who obtained funding to buy fish off 
the local fisherman in Manitoba who were 
affected by not being able to sell their fish 
due to Covid 19 restrictions.

The initiative has been province wide with 
fish being distributed in all local nations and 
in many town/cities throughout Manitoba. 
Funding for this project was provided by 
Indigenous Services Canada and Fisher 
River Cree Nation obtained the funding. All 
the fish was given out to all who came for a 
donation of fish. This has been a successful 
project with participation by most of the 
province and local nations.

FNT2T Consultation and Accommodation Protocol

Fish distributed to FNT2T members in Dauphin

NATURAL WORLD

NATION DEVELOPMENT

their lands, resources and inherent rights 
or provide us with a letter of support to 
have the Care and Protection of The Natural 
World Circle facilitate the Consultation and 
Accommodation process within the Treaty 2 
Territory. A defined process will put Canada, 
Manitoba, and Saskatchewan governments 
on notice to ensure they uphold the honour 

of the crown when we are to be Consulted 
and Accommodated meaningfully with our 
full input and awareness into any activity 
that has the potential to infringe our lands, 
resources or Inherent Rights.

To date crown representatives come to our 
nations with their process with literally 

no input from our government. The crown 
seems to forget our relationship stems from 
the Treaty signed 149 years ago. This Treaty 
relationship was never meant to be one 
sided, never meant to be a dictatorship and 
never meant for us to give up our voice to 
ensure we protect the land, the resources 
or our inherent rights. Every process we 
have witnessed or experienced regarding 
consultation and accommodation in the 
province has been a speed bump to the 
status quo, meaning business as usual after 
the crown has sent out a few letters and 
checked off a few boxes.

As the original people of Turtle Island, we 
have been provided our original ancestral 
laws, teachings and instructions in order 
to pursue a good life on Mother Earth. The 
Anishinaabek world view teaches us that 
everything is alive in the Natural World. 

Mother Earth, our 4-legged Brothers and 
Sisters, the winged ones, Water, Trees, 
Medicines, Plants, Minerals and all other 
resources have counted on us for care and 
protection. Anishinaabek have a unique 
spiritual and ancestral attachment to the 
land and its resources and rely on these to 
maintain our traditional way of life. It is our 
responsibility to take only what we need 
and do no harm.

The Government of FNT2T is mandated to 
carry out all work required to ensure Mother 
Earth, our 4-legged Brothers and Sisters, 
the winged ones, Water, Trees, Medicines, 
Plants, Minerals, and all other resources 
are cared for and protected. Supreme Court 
of Canada decisions have also established 
that the Crown has a legal duty to consult 
and accommodate. The courts have also 
mandated the crown that they must be 
honourable whenever contemplating an 
action or decision that could potentially 
infringe the inherent rights of the 
Anishinaabek. The level of consultation and 
Accommodation owed will be determined 
by the Anishinaabek of Treaty 2.

The purpose of this Protocol is to ensure that 
FNT2T carries out its inherent responsibility 
to protect and sustain the Natural World. It 
will guide the treaty relationship between 
FNT2T and the settler governments. We 
acknowledge certain obligations have been 
transferred to provincial and municipal 
governments without our consent. 
Subsequently third parties have operated 
within our territory without input from the 
Anishinaabek of Treaty 2.

The Natural World needs to be cared for to 
ensure the full range of our inherent rights. 
This Protocol provides clarity to all parties, 
by ensuring that the laws of the Natural 
World, Anishinaabek laws, Canadian, 
International laws are observed.
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Grand Council 
comprised of FNT2T 
Membership, meets 
annually to discuss 
current collective 

business, pass 
resolutions and vote 

on laws.

Grand
Council

C I R C L E S  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – Good Day. We hope 
that everyone is well and safe. At this 
time, many are probably thinking about 
& reflecting on the new vaccine that 
has arrived in Manitoba. Many feel 
apprehensive. There is an online video 
that was made by Dr. Marcia Anderson, 
an Indigenous public health doctor in 
Manitoba, who explains the vaccine 
based on her research and knowledge. 
It could be an interesting watch to learn 
more about the vaccine, but of course, 
everyone will choose and determine what 
is right for them as an individual. We wish 
everyone safety and wellness as they self-
determine what is right for them.

Recently, FNT2T Life Long Learning has 
taken part in listening to prominent 
Indigenous speakers share their 
knowledge in First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples, our ways, our past and our 
future(s). Most remember the document 
written by First Nations Manitoba leaders 
in 1971, Wahbung: Our Tomorrows. In 
the Prologue, it states: “The four Indian 
tribes of Manitoba – the Cree, Ojibway, 
Chipewyan and Sioux – by united 
effort through the Manitoba Indian 
Brotherhood, present to the Canadian 
people through their government our 
position on policies necessary to achieve 
a just and honourable and mutually 

Reflecting on Wahbung (1971), Language and more…
LIFE LONG LEARNING

satisfactory relationship between the 
people of Canada and the Indian people 
of Manitoba” (pp.19). This document 
outlined that First Nations wanted 
“full and continuous participation in 
the establishment of structures and 

processes which will provide a full 
and comprehensive redress” and/or 
reconciliation in the wake of First Nations 
peoples’ experience with colonization 
(pp.62). It made recommendations for 
change, development and reclamation in 

areas of economy, culture, treaties, social 
services, education, and more. While 
First Nations have made amazing strides 
in many areas (despite the obstacles 
that they’ve had to overcome over 
generations), many items in Wahbung 
have yet to be realized including 
“instruction in the native language for 
the first few years” (pp.173). It would 
appear that most language programs 
in Manitoba First Nations communities 
today are subject-based rather than 
immersion. This would be true for any 
provincial (urban) schools offering 
language classes as well. This means 
that students attend language class 
(Anishinaabemowin, Ojibwe, Saulteaux, 
Cree, Dakota, Dene…) as a subject a few 
times per week. Many language studies 
that have been completed state that it is 
immersion programming that produces 
fluent speakers. To date, there does not 
appear to be data that subject-based 
language programming has produced 
fluent speakers. Thus, forty-nine years 
later, a question remains: “How do 
we create fluent speakers (while still 
providing them with the tools they need 
in contemporary society such as the 
English language)?”

Many communities, caregivers and 
more on page 8
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Treaty 2 Territory – Good Day! We hope 
that everyone is safe and well. As the 
holidays begin and many prepare for 
Christmas, FNT2T Life Long Learning 
would like to recommend a great 
personalized gift for loved ones and 
littles ones alike that not only offers 
beautiful artwork by Anishinaabe 
artist, Jackie Traverse, but it also 
shares stories and teachings.

Jackie is from Lake St. Martin First 
Nation. Her art books include Ikwe: 
Honouring Women, Life Givers and 
Water Protectors (2018) and Sacred 
Feminine: An Indigenous Art Coloring 
Book (2016). She’s illustrated other 
books as well – and her artwork is 
amazing.

In Ikwe: Honouring Women, Jackie 
shares pieces titled Mother Earth, 
Grandmother & Grandfather 
Teaching, Ojibwe Florals, and 
Little Angel, to name a few. In her 
description of the Little Angel, Jackie 
writes: “Everyone Christmas when I 
was growing up, I would notice that 
there were no angels who looked like 
me. They all had blonde hair and blue 

Anishinaabe Art Book

Reflecting on Wahbung... from page 7

LIFE LONG LEARNING

eyes. That made me feel left out. So 
I created my own series of Christmas 
cards and I put my people in there 
because I know children need to see 
themselves in a positive way” (Source: 
Ikwe by Jackie Traverse). This book 
would be a phenomenal resource 
for teachers, parents and caregivers 
who are working hard during these 
unprecedented times of remote 
learning. It offers story, teachings, 
art, and countless opportunity to 

C I R C L E S  N E W S

of Turtle Island and to teach about 
protecting the environment as well 
as land stewardship. Jackie includes 
art for all of the Seven Teachings in 
her book. For each of these images, 
a child could write about how he or 
she has demonstrated that teaching 
whether it is by helping an Elder 
(Love & Respect), listening to a 
caregiver (Wisdom), or being brave 
(Courage). Or perhaps, Jackie’s work 
will stir the inner artist of other 
young Anishinaabe, First Nations 
(Indigenous), people.

Her book is published by Roseway 
Publishing which is part of Fernwood 
Publishing. It is available for purchase 
directly on their website: https://
fernwoodpublishing.ca/authors/
view/jackie-traverse. (FNT2T LLL 
has no affiliation to Fernwood 
Publishing). It’s always wonderful to 
support Indigenous artists. And we 
are grateful for the important work 
or artist like Jackie Traverse. She 
inspires many. Miigwetch! Renew 
and revitalize.

Ikwe Book Front Cover image source: Fernwood 
Publishing (website)

learn in other subject areas such as 
math, science, writing, and of course, 
First Nations (Anishinaabe) culture.

Jackie’s book, Ikwe, has the Turtle, 
which represents Truth in the Seven 
Teachings. One could teach about 
the 13 Moons on the Turtle’s back 
for science, math and Anishinaabe 
culture. Another piece in the book is 
Prayers for Turtle Island. This image 
could be used to tell children the story 

parents want to give young people 
the tools they need to participate and 
thrive in contemporary society while 
at the same helping them maintain 
and be proud of who they are as First 
Nations, as Anishinaabe (Ojibwe, 
Saulteaux), as Dakota, or as Cree. Many 
want young people to learn and know 
their original language. One way to 
look at considering going full language 
immersion is knowing that the English 
language isn’t going anywhere anytime 
soon. There will always be time to learn 
English, while the number of fluent 
Anishinaabemowin, Ojibwe, Saulteaux, 
Cree, Dakota and Dene speakers lessens 
every year. Another is, French immersion 
schools produce bilingual speakers all 
the time, so we know that young people 
can become fluent in two languages with 
full immersion programming (but keep 
in mind that French immersion schools 
do receive more funding and they have 
curriculum in the French language).

Over decades, there have been numerous 
“studies” carried out in First Nations 
communities by the government to look 
at the effects of colonization and the 

work needed to reconcile. These studies 
include the Hawthorne Report (1966) 
which looked at the social conditions 
of First Nations. This report looked at 
the economic, political, educational 
needs and policies of First Nations 
peoples. In 1996, there was the Report 
of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples (RCAP). This report was five 
volumes and 4000 pages in length. It 
made about 440 recommendations on 
reconciling the relationship between 
First Nations (Indigenous) peoples and 
Canada. Most recently, came the Truth 
and Reconciliation Final Report (2015) 
with 94 Calls to Action. All of these 
reports make recommendations. And 
we know that Wahbung outlined what 
First Nations leaders wanted at that time 
(1971) but much of it is still to be realized 
forty-nine years later. It is difficult work, 
though, because the federal government 
in many ways has not lived up to its 
fiduciary duty and the spirit and intent of 
treaty promises despite many reports and 
recommendations.

FNT2T recently heard Anishinaabe 
storyteller and activist, Isaac Murdoch, 

speak about his journey and his work. 
He shared that he and his team started 
building their own village founded and 
based on the ways of our ancestors. 
They just did it with the resources that 
they had at the time and what they have 
available to them as they continue on. He 
stated that the young people, after only 
three years, are becoming fluent in the 
language. They are reconnecting to the 
Land. One might view this as a language 
nest, but certainly it is so much more than 
that. Isaac emphasized the importance 
of Bravery and Courage when it comes 
to trying these (new but yet old) things. 
He said that First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples and organizations are doing work 
that has a common goal (despite different 
approaches), so it is important to support 
one another, the efforts, so that all hands 
are on deck when it comes to revitalizing 
and reclaiming language and ways. He 
and his team refused to deal with toxicity 
(and lateral violence) as there was/is just 
too much work to do. They pray(ed) often. 
And if there are issues, they’re discussed.

Lastly, Isaac shared: “We know the power 
of the Land [nature] because we are at its 

mercy when it decides so.” This is especially 
true during these unprecedented times 
as humans navigate through a global 
pandemic that has shut down economies. 
Is this an experience that was/is meant to 
teach (remind) humans the importance 
of being connected to Nature? Many 
have seen pictures of places across the 
world that had improved air and water 
quality because humans have had to 
stay isolated to protect themselves and 
others; therefore, pollution lessened in 
some areas. Perhaps humans are being 
reminded that their actions impact 
Nature, as does their inaction (staying 
safely isolated). Perhaps a lesson from 
all of this extra time at home due to a 
global pandemic is that a return to the 
land (to home) is possible, if we put our 
minds to it; and it’s necessary, especially if 
that is where the ways and the language 
can be reclaimed and revitalized. It’s 
working for Isaac and his team in 
creating fluency. And it’s a system of 
learning that our ancestors practiced, 
it’s existed since time immemorial, 
and it’s one that Wahbung wanted 
to reclaim along with contemporary 
ways all those years ago.
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Chiefs Council is comprised 
of a Chief/Headman from 
each Local Nation within 
FNT2T, they are mandated 
to protect Inherent and 
Treaty Rights and ensure 
implementation of Treaty.Chiefs

Council

C I R C L E S  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – The Christmas 
holidays have arrived. One of the 
things I enjoy and embrace during 
the Christmas break is conducting our 
Anishinaabe traditional ceremonies 
and creating the medicines. 
Throughout history, Anishinaabe 
people moved around the traditional 
territories of Mother Earth during 
the season. We’ve always had our 
traditional lands and resources in the 
four seasons we embrace. During the 
spring our people prepared for the 
summer months. Our natural gardens 
were prepared for the natural growth 
for the summer. In the fall, these 
gardens were ready to be harvested. 
Our people hunted and gathered in 
the fall, right in to the winter months.

During the winter months, our 
Anishinaabe people were settled 
with their Nation. Our people did not 
travel very much during the winter 
months. Ceremonies were conducted. 

Anishinaabe Ways:
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Mishikike (medicine) was made in the 
form tea over a warm fire. Anishinaabe 
people would drink the medicines to 
keep their immune systems strong 
and healthy.

In Gaagwekwekejieong, one of the 

care of our spirit. Coming out of the 
madoodiswan makes us happy! 
During the current pandemic, 
Anishinaabe people turn to mishkike. 
We have our ceremonies and we have 
our traditional medicines. Cedar is 
a great way to protect our immune 
system. Not too much cedar! Cedar is 
a very strong medicine. My suggestion 
and teaching is to drink a cup of cedar 
mishikike 2 times per week. There 
are all sorts of mishkike we can drink 
to keep our immune systems strong 
and healthy. By drinking mishkike, 
we allow for prevention of any flu-like 
viruses. If you’d like more information 
on traditional ceremonies and 
mishkike, we have endless resources 
of Anishinaabeg who practice our 
Anishinaabe ways. Everyone stay safe, 
and enjoy the holidays as we prepare 
to bring in a prosperous new year! 
Miigwech!

Makade Makwa, Operations Keeper.

ceremonies I really enjoy conducting 
is Madoodiswan (sweat lodge) 
ceremony. Madoodiswan purifies 
our mind, body, and spirit. When my 
family is gathered at home during 
the winter months, Madoodiswan 
allows us to get together and take 

Enjoy the Medicines
        during the Winter Season
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Chiefs Council is 
comprised of a Chief/
Headman from each 

Local Nation, it is 
mandated to protect 
Inherent Rights and 

ensure Implementation 
of the Treaty.

Chiefs
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – The Lodge of 
First Nations Treaty 2 Territory had 
a special guest on December 16, 
2020. Daabaasanaqwat ‘Lowcloud’ 
aka Peter Atkinson of the Turtle 
Clan resides in his Ojibway home 
community of Baagwaanish Giiziibii 
(Ragweed River) aka Roseau River 
Anishinabe Nation. He speaks and 
understands his Ojibway language. 
With great pride and hard work, he 
stands as a 2nd Degree Midewiwin. 
The 3 Fires. 

Lowcloud is presently the Head 
Spokesperson of the Fish Clan. As 
a very knowledgeable and strong 
believer of the original form of 

THE LODGE GUEST SPEAKER: Peter Atkinson 
Daabaasanaqwat ‘Lowcloud’

CIRCLES NEWS
LIFE LONG LEARNING

Anishinaabek Governance; the Clan 
System, it is in his prayer that all 
Anishinaabe continue to learn and 
understand where we come from.

The Lodge along with the Circle 
Keepers and their Helpers learned 
about the ANISHINAABE CLAN OF 
GOVERNANCE and CLAN – ROLES & 
RESPONSIBILITIES.

Lowcloud shared how the Clan 
System is one of the oldest 
democracy in the history of mankind. 
Everyone was part of the Clan 
System. All Clans were equal. They 
made major decisions at least once 
every season of the year. Consensus 
and making sure that everyone 
has the opportunity to be heard 
was the principle of governance. 
Maintaining Peace & Harmony. It 
was not about power, it was about 
Roles & Responsibilities towards 

each other. Lowcloud shared many 
teachings and answered all our 
questions.  

Inclosing, Lowcloud will always 
have a very strong voice for 
the Anishinaabe, for our future 
generations, to understand and 
preserve, our Anishinaabe way 
of life. We are looking forward in 
learning more from him and have 
more discussions with Lowcloud in 
2021. 

We would like to acknowledge the 
generosity of the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba – Speakers 
Bureau in providing this Zoom 
session.
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Men Council is 
comprised of one 

appointed member 
from each Local Nation, 

it advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding life long 
learning, justice, 

peacekeeping and other 
matters.

Men
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – Good Day! We hope 
that everyone is well and keeping safe. 
December 21st is just around the corner 
which means so is Winter Solstice, the 
shortest day of the year. The full moon for 
this month falls on the eve of December 
29th.

First Nations (Indigenous) peoples 
across Turtle Island are diverse in 
territory, culture, tradition, spirituality, 
practices, and language. Each have their 
own view(s), way(s), teaching(s), and 
practice(s) when it comes to the Winter 
Solstice, the seasons, the Moons, and so 
much more.

Our ancestors were scientists and 
astronomers. They studied (without 
the technology that we have today) the 
stars, the skies, and the moon. They had 
names for everything – the land, waters, 
animals, plants, seasons, and more. And 
they had their own names for the Moons 
throughout the year.

*Manidoo-Giizisoons (Little Spirit Moon) 
is the Moon that comes during “a time 
for the people to go into introspection, 
a space within oneself, for healing. This 
is the Moon where people are guided 
by visions and dreams from Ancestors. 
People who walk in a spiritual path for 
healing and good intentions can then 
share these teachings of healing and 
positive energy with community, for a 
healthy and good life. It is Little Spirit 
Moon that welcomes the arrival of Winter 
Solstice” (Source: 13 Moons by Diane 
Maytwayashing, Anishinaabe). Names 
(and spellings), understandings, and 

CIRCLES NEWS
LIFE LONG LEARNING

teachings may vary by Nation, speaker, 
knowledge-keeper, and Elder. Some 
may want to approach a local language-
speaker to respectfully ask if he or she 
knows the word/name for each Moon in 
local dialect.

After Manidoo Giizisoons, is *Gichi 
Manidoo-Giizis (Great Spirit Moon). It is 
“a time of purification for all of Creation, 
and this includes people, animals, plants, 
and all life on Mother Earth” (Source: 
13 Moons by Diane Maytwayashing, 
Anishinaabe). With each Moon and 
season, came sustainable harvesting 
of different foods, medicines, and 
necessities. The people worked hard. They 
had to in order to survive.

For many First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples, the winter season was also a 
time of storytelling. Storytellers and 

Elders would sit with their families and 
camps to impart knowledge through 
the art of storytelling. Stories of all 
kinds. Humorous, mystery, tragedy, 
thriller, romance, suspenseful, horror, 
and historical. All of these were often 
intertwined with one another to maintain 
the interest of all listeners. It was a gift. 
These stories transmitted knowledge 
in culture, tradition, life skills, survival 
expertise, and even sexual education. 
They were part of an intricate education 
system that focused on oral history, great 
intellect, and amazing memory. Each 
age group heard their own carefully-
constructed orated version of a story that 
they were told and as they got older they 
were introduced to more teachings and 
new concepts. It was a powerful teaching 
tool.

And as we live and work together to get 

through a trying and unprecedented 
time, it will be important to remember 
our ancestors, their ways, their infinite 
knowledge, and their immeasurable 
skills. Many First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples follow different belief systems 
today, but many can agree that our 
Nations, despite the cold, love the winter 
season. We love the gift of that winter 
moon. We love to see that moon reflect 
off the snow in our front yards, off the ice 
of our homemade skating rinks, and off 
the trees that reach up toward the clear 
night sky. We all know that feeling.

Have a well and safe Winter Solstice. 
Miigwetch! Renew and revitalize.

*Note: We acknowledge that Anishinaabemowin names, 
words (spellings), understandings, and teachings vary 
by Nation, speaker, knowledge-keeper, and Elder. Some 
may want to approach a local language-speaker to 
respectfully ask if he or she knows the word/name for 
each Moon in local dialect*

Winter Solstice
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Treaty 2 Territory – Corey Whitford, 
MTNLive at 8am started the show 
introducing Monday morning co-
host Mr. Allen Sutherland aka White 
Spotted Horse, who is one of the 
keepers of the Government of FNT2T, 
and he’s the Keeper of the Lodge. 
“I want to welcome Allen to the 
program and have a conversation 
this morning about what’s taking 
place at the Lodge. Where are we at 
in the process of organizing for the 
Lodge.”

“Well, first of all, my spirit name is 
Waabiskhi Mazinazoot Mishtaatim 
(White Spotted Horse), of the Bizhiw 
Doodem (Lynx Clan), Anishinaabe of 
Skownan First Nation. My common 
name is Allen Sutherland and I am 
the Lodge Keeper. I’m here to share 
what the Lodge means to us in the 
Treaty 2 Territory. We have been 
working hard and it is really gelling 
together now.  We (I) have a helper 
now, Renee McGurry, Development 
Keeper for our Lodge. You will see 
her in future sessions like this, where 
she’ll just step in and explain some 
of the work that she’s doing at the 
Lodge. Now the Lodge itself is a 
traditional large concept where used 
to be in the hub or the center for all 
our tribal activity. It’s not necessarily 

Treaty 2 Territory – First Nations University of 
Canada is the home of the National Centre for 
Collaboration in Indigenous Education, which 
connects communities with each other to share 
their stories about Indigenous education across 
Canada and around the world.

WEBSITE: https://www.nccie.ca

NCCIE is created by Indigenous peoples:

• to look at Indigenous education from 
distinctly Indigenous perspectives;

• to acknowledge the creativity and 
perseverance of Indigenous peoples 
in passing on knowledge to future 
generations;

• to amplify community voices and foster 
connections so that people across the 
country can learn from one another about 
Indigenous education; and

• to enhance opportunities for sharing and 

FNT2T Lodge Keeper speaks on unity and sovereign 
approach to governance through the Lodge

Indigenous Education: Keeping Our Traditions Strong

LIFE LONG LEARNING

FNT2T NEWS

just on governance, but it was also 
our spiritual needs or educational 
needs”, said Allen Sutherland

Everything went through the 
traditional form of a giant wigwam. It 
was one of our ways of how it became 
our identity of who we are, and that’s 
where the clans would gather. They 
were assigned in a certain area 
within the lodge. Now we are going 
to bring it to a modern context that is 
large (task). Again, this is the center 
of all our activities. We really need 
a foundation, a stable, place where 
knowledge keepers and researchers 
and policy makers, and those that’s 
going to support the Circles that we 
have set up with FNT2T. Our clan 
system had the loon and the crane, 

who looked after our external and 
internal activities. The Circles we 
have represent this.

Our seven Circles are very 
important to us. Nation & Economic 
Development, Life Long Learning 
(Education), Children, Families and 
Nation, Care and Protection of the 
Natural World, Internal and External 
Relations, Health and Wellbeing 
and Peacemaking. As, we move into 
taking on back our governance, our 
self-determination and creating our 
own laws and own jurisdictions, it 
has to be based on who we are as the 
Anishinaabe.

“We have many knowledge keepers 
and researchers and people who 

have been out there doing the work 
for so long that we need (come 
together) to gel. We need to unite 
ourselves, and we work very hard 
talking to those that have that 
knowledge, traditional knowledge in 
the first place, the guidance we have 
been talking with them, even with 
technology using Zoom or our Teams 
(virtual platforms) where we’ve been 
putting a portal, a lodge, we’ve been 
talking to people who has been out 
there”.

Corey Whitford – Lots to think about 
today, Allen, thank you for joining us 
on the program. Well, I learned a lot 
just by listening today, and so will 
you at MTNLive.ca…Our Voice Our 
Time!

For the whole segment with Allen 
today, please scan the QR-Code

direct collaboration amongst Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous peoples.

NCCIE is hosted by First Nations University of 
Canada, which has a 40-year history of being 
Indigenous-owned, operated, and controlled. 
The Centre is grounded in principles of respect, 
reciprocity, and relationship, which are 
understood in Indigenous ways and honoured 
according to Indigenous protocols and customs.

First Nations University of Canada is situated 
on three campuses in the Province of 
Saskatchewan, including one in Regina on an 
urban reserve of Star Blanket First Nation (for 
more, go to fnuniv.ca).

Indigenous Education and Holism
Communities emphasize the holistic nature of 
Indigenous education:

that it is for learners of all ages and all 
backgrounds;
that it is experienced everywhere – on-the-land, 
in classrooms, through community centres and 
other organizations;
that it is as old as the land, integrating language, 
culture, and traditional knowledge; and
that it shares knowledge for all aspects of living, 
including (to name just a few):
• history
• reconciliation
• First Nation, Inuit, and Métis languages

• Indigenous environmental science
• medicines
• First Nation, Inuit, Métis cultures, cultural 

practices, and knowledges
• life skills and parenting
• healing and wellness strategies
• land-based skills
• 
NCCIE’S website includes a multitude of 
resources for families and educators.  K-12 topics 
include: Science, Math, History, Social Studies, 
English Language Arts, Nutrition, Indigenous 
Languages, Parenting, Indigenous Ways of 
Knowing, Art, Music, Business, Careers, Land-
based Education and Biology. They also feature 
videos, lesson plans, teachings and connections 
to school curriculum. A sample lesson?  It might 
be a connection to Math and learning about 
measurement of liquids,  ratios and evaporation 
when tapping trees to produce Maple syrup. Or 
a connection to the seasons, or learning about 
Climate change.
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We hope everyone is well and keeping 
safe. This is FNT2T Life Long Learning 
guest writer, Andrea Landry’s, last 
piece around Indigenous kinship, 
families, and (healthy) grieving. It is 
titled “They are but a Prayer Away” 
which speaks to the importance 
of healthy grieving for Indigenous 
peoples. She shares that it is okay 
to cry and to release as a means 
of letting go of pain rather than 
trying to bury it. We are grateful to 
Ms. Landry for sharing her personal 
stories and teachings.

They are but a prayer away.

Grief impacts our communities and 
kinships in huge ways. And the 
severance of traditional kinship 
practices around grief have been 
long since dissolved with the 
ongoing attempts of genocide and 
colonization.

I once worked in a school in a 
community close by and asked a 
classroom of grade 2 children: “How 
many of you have someone you 
love in heaven?” Every child in that 
classroom raised their hands. The 
reality is, our children are grieving. 
The reality is, our families are 
grieving. The reality is, our kinships 
are grieving. Our traditional kinships 
saw grief, and treated grief, as a 

“They are but a Prayer Away”
LIFE LONG LEARNING
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of reference for children when they 
have to express their grief. “How 
did it look when my mom grieved?” 
Or “what did my Kokum do when 
she was grieving?” Children will 
remember those moments. Healthy 
ways of grieving means creating safe 
spaces for ourselves to grieve. 

It means crying. It means feeling 
our anger in healthy, and safe ways. 
Healthy grieving means recognizing 
that how we grieve may ultimately 
break cycles and beliefs in how our 
children will grieve down the line.

How I grieve my late mom, and my 
late brother, will show my daughter 
how to grieve. And I am willing to 
face that grief openly, authentically, 
and 100%. All in the name of 
breaking cycles.

Those who have passed are just a 
prayer away from us. And that in 
itself, is absolutely profound. And 
that is what carries me through 
my grief. Through the tears, the 
questions, the anger, and the rage. 
My mom, and my brother, are just a 
prayer away from me.

And that in itself, is absolutely 
profound. Miigwetch.

Renew and revitalize.

sacred time. And there were sacred 
roles and responsibilities that catered 
to that time. Yet, shifts and changed 
that were forced upon us due to 
colonization has created a dynamic 
where grief becomes something that 
many families avoid. “They wouldn’t 
want you to be sad.” “Be happy you 
had them for as long as you did.” “Be 
strong.” These are the comments, 
that come from good intentions, 
that are thrown our way in times of 
heavy grief. They are comments that 
saturate the idea that grief should 
not be expressed fully.

Yet, here’s the thing. Once we, 
as parents, aunties, uncles, and 
grandparents, express our grief in 
healthy ways, we become that frame 

Grief impacts our 

communities and 

kinships in huge ways. 

And the severance of 

traditional kinship 

practices around grief 

have been long since 

dissolved with the 

ongoing attempts 

of genocide and 

colonization.

by Andrea Landry
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Treaty 2 Territory – Our Elders have 
long instructed us to return to the 
land to seek guidance and to revitalize 
ourselves, our spirits and our nations. 
To many this meant hunting, fishing 
and trapping or maybe picking plants 
for medicines but that was not the 
totality of their directive. We need 
to return to the land to re-establish 
that special kindred relationship that 
ensured our people’s survival since time 
immemorial.

Our survival to date can be attributed 
to that special relationship. As a people 
we have had to endure numerous 
hardships but the one constant in our 
existence is the land has always been 
there to provide for us and always will 
be. We have an inherent relationship 
with the land therefore we have an 
inherent responsibility to care for and 
to protect. In order for us to return to 
the land we need to prepare our youth 
so they are equipped with knowledge 
and the necessary tools to ensure their 
safety as well as their families safety.

Treaty 2 and The Manitoba Wildlife 
Federation tentatively entered into an 
agreement to deliver the provincial 
Hunter Education program within our 
Local Nations by Training individuals 
from each nation to become instructors. 
The MWF applied and received funds 
from Manitoba Hydro to carry out 
the project. The MWF opposed our 
position of supporting our hunters 
desire to hunt moose in the current 

Treaty 2 Territory – Land Based Learning

FNT2T Administration... from page 13

CIRCLES NEWS
NATURAL WORLD

of the online services that, a lot of us have.

Therefore, all that information will come 
back to our Circle Keepers, and then our 
Circle Keepers can continue their work, 
with, their law development within their 
circles.

Our Life Long Learning keeper, Donna 
Bayer has, conducted an online survey 
that she has submitted to the local nation 
helpers. The local nation helpers then 
complete the online surveys along with, 
members of their nations. When the 
surveys are complete, they go back to our 
Keepers and therefore the information on 
data collected, on her end, along with our 
Researcher Helper Cayleen Matthews, and 
they gathered some of that information 

with regards to education, and lifelong 
learning within the Local Nations. So, 
then moving forward, through these 
difficult times, the First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory circles, our Regional Offices, 
as well as our Local Nation Helpers under 
the operations are going to be looking at 
those types of alternatives when it comes 
to engaging our members of the First 
Nations and Treaty 2 Territory.

One of the things we really need to do 
forward, is, engaging our Knowledge 
Keepers. Not only our Knowledge Keepers, 
but our young people as well, engaging 
everybody and creating those, laws with 
our natural laws, trying to create, laws, 
though, government, or, the Indian act. 
The Indian Act doesn’t work for us.

When we were put here on mother 
earth, one of our responsibilities as was 
to take care of the earth, to take care of 
this land, take care of the animals, the 
plants and the water. We have a great 
team with, Ron Missyabit and Shawn 
Gurke, who are doing exactly that. Ron, 
and Shawn have been reaching out to our 
elders within our nations and trying to 
get a, an understanding, not necessarily 
understanding, but trying to get that 
information, that input, when it comes to 
our natural laws and protection protecting 
our natural world, right. We have those 
responsibilities.

Hats off to our Circle Keepers, hats off to 
our Regional Offices and Local Nation 
Helpers. They have adjusted when it Scan the QR Code to watch the video

closures and had concerns regarding 
its public persona if they were too 
indeed be partners with an entity like 
Treaty 2, who supports and defends our 
members right to exercise our Inherent 
Rights.
Since the MWF withdrawal from the 
Hunter Education program initiative, 
CPNW Staff have been diligently 
researching and assembling content for 
inclusion in curriculum currently under 
development for a Land Based Learning 

program for our members.

Although still in its infancies the 
Land Based learning will include the 
following content and we expect it will 
be delivered through our Lodge.
-Inherent Rights and Responsibilities
-Ecology and Wildlife Studies
-Ethics and Respect for the Natural 
World
-The Treaty Relationship
-Wilderness Survival
-Field Techniques
-Trapping
-Bow Hunting
-Firearms Safety

We will have our Knowledge Council 
and our Natural World Committee 
certify the curriculum prior to taking 
to our Lodge for implementation. Our 
intent is to train and certify members 
from our Local Nations so they can 

offer the program to those that are 
interested.

In the course of collecting knowledge 
from various sources we’ve looked at 
firearms safety content from many 
jurisdictions. There has been content 
from wilderness survival schools and 
even some military survival manuals. 
Books on bush craft and histories of the 
fur trade. Better still there are trapping 
manuals with detailed instructions and 
wisdom from a time that seems so far 
gone now. It’s important to preserve 
this knowledge and bring it back to 
those who would put this education to 
good use.

The content we are researching has 
been developed for different age 
audiences. We hope the work from 
the CPNW will result in knowledge 
useful for all ages. As we develop 
the framework from trusted sources 
combined with our own experience we 
hope our respect for the Natural World 
is conveyed through the content being 
produced.
A questionnaire was developed and 
placed with our Regional Keepers to 
have our Local Nation Helpers conduct 
interviews to source the knowledge of 
our elders to ensure the program brings 
their messages forth regarding the 
Natural World.

If you want to hear more about what 
the CPNW Circle is up to join us at 10 
am Friday Mornings on MTN Live!

comes to engagement with, the members 
of the First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory.
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more on page 17

Youth Council is comprised 
of one appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding sports, 

recreation and games, 
with one representative 

to attend all Council 
meetings.

Youth 
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – The renewal of the 
Treaty-Crown relationship stems from 
the 2018 signed protocol agreement 
to Advance Reconciliation and Renew 
Relationship – RIRSD.

“The First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory and 
Government of Canada have achieved 
a key milestone toward renewed 
relationships by signing a Protocol 
Agreement for Advancing Reconciliation. 
Today, we advance even further in 
the preparing of a Recognition and 
Governance agreement discussion” Grand 
Chief Eugene Eastman

The objective of the meeting was to 
strengthen relations with Canada and 
seek new approaches to address the 
rights and interests of Treaty 2.  In 
managing this political relationship, 
a regular circle (table) on the Treaty 
discussions are being planned  in order to 
resolve mutual challenges and advance 
reconciliaction, treaty implementation, 
economic self-sufficiency, restoration of 
self-government and nation building at 
the national level.

Grand Chief Eastman expressed priority 
areas for this discussion which are; 
Acknowledgement and Governance, 
Unfinished Treaty Business, and Life Long 
Learning (Treaty right to Education).

The United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) was also raised and that the 
implementation strategy may be better 
suited and addressed under the RIRSD 
table process.

“In order to move forward with a 
relationship  addressing  the Unfinished 

Grand Chief Eugene Eastman, Governing Council and the Hon. Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Crown Indigenous Relations

Treaty Business of FNT2T takes 
precedence”, Chief Norman Bone.

The Term Sheet sets out the terms 
for a negotiation framework and co-
developed process form ing the basis for 
both the Government of First Nations 
in Treaty 2 Territory (FNT2T) and the 
Government of Canada to seek the 
respective mandates. It also considers 
sectoral agreements based on the priority 
areas within the obligations of the Treaty-
based relationship.

FNT2T is proceeding with the RRISD 
tables to resolve historical and ongoing 
interests. According to the Term Sheet, 
ten priorities set out clear direction for 
achieving meaningful outcomes.  The 

specific claims process is also being 
utilized to advance issues of Unfinished 
Treaty Business; this was covered in the 
Letter to Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau 
on July 2020.

“We are awaiting a response that will 
determine proceeding with either a  
tribunal or litigation strategy”, Grand 
Chief Eugene Eastman.

The sole purpose of taking up lands was 
for immigration and settlement; thus, 
First Nations of Treaty 2 Territory should 
have maintained control of lands not 
taken up for immigration and settlement. 
There is no mention in the treaty of 
natural resources. In the treaty, it was 
ordered that “the Government of Canada” 

pay compensation for the lands taken up 
for immigration and settlement. It is also 
noted in our treaties, cows and plows 
which is noted in Treaty 6.

Healing and wellness is the pathway 
to self-determination and true 
reconciliaction. Health is a sovereign, 
fundamental and treaty right.  Well-
being centres are needed in all our Local 
Nations to accommodate the wellbeing 
of our children, families and nation, 
women and men).

Our Wellness Centre strategy includes 
building Wellness Centres that will 
house  the healing culture, recreation 
and sport for our Local Nations and our 
Anishinaabek Nation.   (next page)

FNT2T NEWS

Committed to continue political circle talks
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FNT2T NEWS

Knowledge Council is 
comprised of one appointed 

member who is a Knowledge 
Holder and/or Keeper 

(includes Elders) from each 
Local Nation, provides 
recommendations and 

guides all the Councils in 
their deliberations with a 

member participating in all 
meetings.

Knowledge 
Council

Every Nation in our Territory has been 
impacted by a storm, flooding, poor 
location, population growth and 
inadequate construction. We require 
a fully funded Territorial housing and 
infrastructure strategy so each of our 
Local Nations can house their members 
with proper housing and infrastructure 
including roads, clean water, waste-
water and sporting facilities.

To achieve our housing Strategy  
partnerships are required with Youth 
Build Canada, and FNT2T Build 101. 
And acting on recommendations in the 
housing analysis completed in April 
2020.  Given that the population growth 
exceeds the needs of the Local Nations, 
1500 homes are urgently needed. 
achieved as a Treaty obligation and is part 
of the reconciliaction.

School Houses (schools) were promised 
in the Treaty.  We have our Local Nations 
requiring new schools and the remainder 
require repairs, and upgrades to 
accommodate for student growth.

We are calling for  fair and equitable 
standards of funding for all members. 

Ancestral Law Development within 
Treaty 2 Territory is being worked on. 
Full Control over our school system 
and creation of school houses and 
Akinaamaadiiwin  through FNT2T 
Lodge/Centre (University/College) at 
Dauphin and Pinaymootang.

FNT2T has an overall strategic plan on 
Life-Long Learning. This plan attempts 
to unify our Local Nation schools through 
a school system (2014 Mandate) 
with learning, athletics and land-
base focus.  We continue to move on 
virtual Anishinaabemowin (language) 

teachings. Our curriculum development 
for use by Local Nations and other 
education institutions, including a treaty 
learning kit has been developed through 
our structural readiness funds, however 
we are lacking resources to be able to be 
at an equal player in education.

The Natural World is central to our 
peoples and future.  Our connection to 
the Creator is through the Natural World.  
Negative climate change impacts must 
be addressed on immediate response and 
crisis facing our peoples. Land, resource 
and water protection through shared 
responsibility and management by Local 
Nations and FNT2T along with Canada 
and Manitoba/Saskatchewan.

The matter of peacemaking and 
developing policing options, capacity 
and analysis is deserving of fiscal 
commitment. The issue of racism and 

References:
• http://fnt2t.com/index.php/resolutions-2/
• http://fnt2t.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/FNT2T-History-and-Structure-07_24_2020.pdf
• http://fnt2t.com/download/FNT2TGovernanceBooklet2020.pdf
• http://fnt2t.com/index.php/circles/

a lack of culturally appropriate and 
culturally responsive policing services 
for Local Nations is impacting the public 
safety and the overall quality of life for 
our population.

Next steps are key to advancing 
reconciliaction: To lead a bilateral table 
to develop recommendations about 
benefit sharing of renewable and non-
renewable resources that are managed 
by the Manitoba and Saskatchewan  
Provinces and Government of Canada. It 
was also strongly agreed that a Queens 
representative from the Privy Council be 
part of this mandate.  And subsequent 
plans include that every Ministry within 
Canada’s government commit Senior 
Officials to work toward transformative 
change and  a new funding approach 
under the Treaty-Crown Bilateral process 
in order to achieve ongoing and evolving 
jurisdictional matters.
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Treaty 2 Territory – I was taught at a 
very young age to utilize the land for 
survival and comfort. I remember 
being a young man going out 
setting snares with my grandfather 
Joe. He’d take me out about 100 
yards away from his house while 
still using the land in our Nation of 
Gaagwekwekejiwaang.

My grandfather had lots of patience 
and I recall his calm voice explaining 
the tobacco offering, and purpose of 
setting snares that day. It must have 
been the month of December in the 
late 19080s and I remember the 
day was sunny, clear and cold. We 
set out about 10 snares that day. 2 
days later we set out to retrieve the 
snares.

I was very happy to see the 3 of 
my 4 snares set by myself, had 
rabbits. I’ve learned to set snares!! 
When I was about 10 years old, 
I had advanced to a .410 gauge 
shotgun. My dad gifted me with a 
new shotgun. He told me I can use 
the shotgun for hunting rabbits 
and ducks. It was Christmas time 
when I received the gun, and he’d 
taken me out shortly after that 
day to go rabbit hunting. I recall 
going with my dad and his cousin 
‘Maddog.’ I must’ve got 4 rabbits 

Enjoy the outdoors during the pandemic!
NATURAL WORLD

CIRCLES NEWS

on the land and lake for hunting and 
fishing. I’ve had the opportunity 
to set out on the land in my home 
Nation, and Treaty 2 Territory. I’ve 
had the experience of fishing out 
on beautiful Shoal Lake in the 
Treaty 3 Territory and Eagle Island 
in Gaagwekwekejiwaang (Ebb and 
Flow First Nation).

Being out on the land and on the 
lake, fishing or hunting, is very 
therapeutic. Not everyone has the 
opportunity to go hunting and 
fishing, but we do have opportunities 
to be out on the land. Learn about 
the trees, hug a tree! Take a walk out 
on the land and embrace the four 
seasons of our Territory. 

You will hear beautiful sounds of 
Mother Nature. During the COVID-19 
pandemic we are not restricted to 
staying in doors. We have beautiful 
land and water within out Nations. 
If you’re considering hunting or 
fishing, scout out the land in your 
Nation. I guarantee you, it will be 
fun being out there. We are not 
alone, we have our land and waters! 
Take care and Miigwech!

Makade Makwa,
Operations Keeper
First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory

that afternoon. That same year, I 
took my gun out to the lake and 
figure I’d try for a duck. I got several. 
My .410 shotgun was set. These are 
a couple hunting expeditions I’ve 

experienced and remembered as a 
young man. Being out on the land 
felt great. In 2020, I’ve returned to 
the land and the lake. Its been years 
since this young man has been out 
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Treaty 2 Territory – Due to the Covid 19 
pandemic restrictions in place, many things 
have changed in terms of meetings and 
learning. The FNT2T Local Nation Helpers 
from each nation have switched to online 
learning through the Lodge at FNT2T 
government. At the present time the Local 
Nation Helpers are participating in the 
Master Certification in Governance and 
Nation Development program through the 
Lodge of FNT2T.

FNT2T Local Nation Helpers move
to online training and engagement

They also will be taking a 5 day training 
course in safety training, presented by 
Toby Desnomie of the Saskatchewan First 
Nations Safety Association. The Local Nation 
Helpers are also still engaging the members 
on the governance process and providing 
information/surveys to participate. Due to 
the pandemic, engagement will be taking 
place through online, phone, email, surveys 
to gather input from the members. Please 
contact your Local Nation Helper for more 
information.

Local Nation Helpers:

• Keeseekoowenin              Stephanie Swain Lathlin
• Ochichakosipi                   Louis (Tommy) Hunter
• Skownan                             Kendra Kakewash
• Little Saskatchewan        Rhonda Parenteau
• Dauphin River                   Yolanda Thompson
• Pinaymootang                   Trevor Anderson
• Lake Manitoba                  Colleen Edwards

Greetings from the 
Government of First Nations 

in Treaty 2 Territory.

It is a wonderful time of year as we 
prepare for the Winter Solstice and 

holiday spirit! First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory are continuing to advance 

the Treaty relationship with the crown, 
which tells us to travel down the river of 
life side by side. This relationship was 
made through Treaty 2 on the 21st of 

August 1871 at Manitoba House with 
the Crown representatives. 

Today, we send holiday wishes to all of 
you and your families. Please be safe, 

stay close to home, and let’s collectively 
welcome in a new year with a renewed 
spirit and vision for all the Nations in 

Treaty 2 Territory.

Aniin, Boozhoo everyone!
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Beautiful Christmas lights here in SKO, awesome job to you all, love them. (SOURCE: JIMMY CHARTRAND FACEBOOK PAGE)

LOCAL NATIONS NEWS

Feeling festive at Skownan!
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One of the many families in the 
Treaty 2 Territory making the 
best out of these unprecedented 
times! Thank you Desiree Dorion 
& Wade Houle for sharing your 
creativity & showing us all how 
fun it is to get outdoors and be 
active with your children! 

SOURCE: TREATY 2 TERRITORY 
FACEBOOK PAGE

LOCAL NATIONS NEWS

Making the best out of these 
unprecedented times

Sovereign protection continues 
with a visit with Gambler Nation

Treaty 2 Territory – Government 
of FNT2T continues to protect the 
territory with the support of all Local 
Nations within the territory.  Today 
our Lead Keeper visited Chief David 
Ledoux of Otahaoman Anishinaabe 
(Gambler). Chief David Ledoux was 
given a briefing on the Trust and 
Treasury which supports the fiscal 

relationship with FNT2T and the Crown 
(Canada).  As portfolio of Nation and 
Economic Development, Chief LeDoux 
was briefed on the resource strategy, 
next steps with business zoning in T2T 
and on MTNLive.ca.

The 4×8 Map and declaration was 
presented to their Nation today.
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Women Council 
is comprised of 
one appointed 

member from each 
Local Nation, it 

advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding children, 
families, health and 

wellbeing.

Women 
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – The members of 
Tootinaowaziibeeng received their food 
distribution of potatoes, flour, eggs, 
and ham on December 21, 2020 in time 
for the Christmas dinner celebration. 
The food donations were made by 
the members of the Christmas work 
project for Tootinaowaziibeeng. Every 
household received a turkey, ham, bag 
of potatoes and eggs. This will help the 
families who struggle at this time of the 
year to have a Christmas meal with their 
families. Due to the Covid 19 pandemic, 
families are having small gatherings 

Members of Tootinaowaziibeeng 
receive seasonal hampers from 
leadership

in each household to follow provincial 
guidelines and keep Covid cases out 
of the nation. The members were 
appreciative of the donation made by 
the leadership of Tootinaowaziibeeng.

Most local nations have provided 
food hampers and supplies for their 
members, to ensure that everyone in 
the local nation has a good meal for 
the holiday season. FNT2T would like to 
thank the leadership and members for 
working together to keep the members 
safe and at home.

Community Champions of the Month!

The Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory would like to congratulate 
Ruth Nepinak & Roger Tagoona from Skownan First Nation (Roger is originally 
from Rankin Inlet, Nunavut) who have been recognized as MASRC’s COMMUNITY 
CHAMPIONS OF THE MONTH for December!

It’s incredibly moving to see the amazing work the duo is doing with and for 
the youth in their home nation of Skownan First Nation. When the stars align, 
we will have them as guests on MTNLive! We know that they will inspire so 
many other members out there in Treaty 2 Territory to become engaged in their 
nations!

SOURCE: MASRC MANITOBA

LOCAL NATIONS NEWS
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First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory – Central Turtle Island
Government Office – Lake Manitoba: Box 1254 Lake Manitoba, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 3K0

Regional Office – Pinaymootang: Pinaymootang Conference Centre, Business Rd Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 0X0
Regional Office – Dauphin: Suite 119 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Government Building – Dauphin: 38 2nd Ave NE Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2V4 
Life Long Learning Lodge – Dauphin: 19 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Treaty 2 Territory – Tootinaowaziibeeng 
knowledge keepers Paul and Lillian 
Lynxleg have been practicing and 
teaching our Anishinaabe ways of living 
off the land by trapping and hunting 
for over 40 years at their trapping cabin 
just north of Tootinaowaziibeeng in the 
beautiful Duck Mountains. Paul Lynxleg 
has been trapping and hunting for 
over 40 years and now has passed this 
knowledge to his son who is presently 
trapping in the mountain with his own 
cabin near by.

Lillian Lynxleg is the language instructor 
at the local school in Tootinaowaziibeeng 
and teaches the children land based 
education activities. This cabin was 
built by Paul Lynxleg over 25 years ago 

Tootinaowaziibeeng knowledge keepers
keeping traditions alive in the territory

and continues to build and maintain it 
for family and community gatherings. 
Paul and Lillian welcome visitors who 
pass by or stop in for a lunch, make a 
fire to enjoy the outdoors. If you have 
the opportunity, to stop by the cabin, 
there is a guest book for all visitors to 
sign. Over the years people from all over 
the world have stopped in and used the 
cabin for a rest stop and lunch break. 
Members from Tootinaowaziibeeng use 
the cabin regularly for family cookouts, 
sleepovers and hunting.

It is a beautiful place to visit, as I have 
over the last 40 years myself. Paul and 
Lillian Lynxleg are my parents. They 
would like to wish everyone a safe 
holiday season and stop by for a visit.

LOCAL NATIONS NEWS

Peacemaking
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