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Treaty 2 Territory – On 11 February 2021 the Governing Council enacted 
the FNT2T Treasury and Administration Law. A contemporary economy 
and effective stewardship of our lands in the Treaty 2 Territory is needed 
to develop economic, social and cultural sustainability to improve the 
quality of life for families, their nation, and the world.

Our Voice. Our Time.

Implementation of the Treasury and 
Administration Law in full motion

Treaty 2 Territory – The FNT2T Youth Council is hosting a series of Virtual 
Youth Circles (Zoom) and Life Long Learning will be taking part in the 
gathering scheduled for June 24th.

more on page 2

more on page 5
more on page 3

The management of financial assets 
from Infrastructure, Programs, and 
Services (IPSs), Indian Moneys, and 
Trust Moneys are currently run by 
other agencies and governments. 
FNT2T administration is necessary to 

It can be a difficult time for many young people right now as we face a global pandemic; 
and most recently, another lockdown that includes a return to remote learning for 
many students.  It isn’t easy to attend school, virtually. 

First Nations Lodge 
Rises at The Forks

page 20

Law Making and Wiisaakodaadiiwin 
Gizhibaabwewin – Unity Circle

FNT2T Life Long Learning: Planning for 
Virtual Youth Gathering Session

Gator Beaulieu’s Journey 
takes him up Highway 
Number Six and to top of 
the charts! page 4

Treaty 2 Territory – The Anishinaabe Nation of Treaty 2 Territory is advancing 
through the Law-making process. Laws are being established to govern the 
territory and Nation. Each Local Nation will have the opportunity to tie in their 
own laws and lands with the Anishinaabe Nation of the territory.
Our current laws passed:
• First Law – Our Pipes and Lodges
• AA-T2 Onankonehkawin (First 

Written) (2016)
• Life Long Learning (Education Act) 

Law (2018)

Anishinaabe 
Bimaadiziiwin:

page 17

manage territorial assets from our 
Lands, Resources and Waters.  FNT2T 
Treasury and Administration Law is 
required to structure how accounts, 
assets and territorial lands will be 
managed.

• Environmental – Land and Water 
Protection Law (Act 2018)

• Consultation and Accommodation 
Law (Act 2018)

• Treasury and Administration (2021)
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F N T 2 T  N E W S

Over the last couple of weeks, the 
First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory 
(FNT2T) Health and Wellbeing Keeper 
continues to work internally with 
the Governance and Lead Keepers 
for guidance to complete the draft 
Mino Bimaadiziiwin Law Making 
workplan.  This law will support 
a solid and strong foundation in 
realizing inherent rights, implement 
self-determination over health and 
wellbeing, and incorporate Treaty 2 
territory values and world views.

Once the workplan has been approved 
internally, it will go through approval 
processes of the Women’s Council and 
the Governance Council.  A strategic 
action list has been drafted to guide the 
workplan development.

Activities began by the Health and 
Wellbeing Keeper includes:

• meeting one on one with the FNT2T 
Circle Keepers of the: Children, 
Families and Nation (CFN); the 
Life Long Learning (LLL); Care 
and Protection Natural World; 
and Peacemaking Keeper (PM). 
Knowledge and expertise was 
shared by the other Circles on 
engaging with the Local Nations and 
Councils and the law-development 

The purpose of the FNT2T Treasury 
and Administration Law (FNT2TTAL) 
is to:

• Develop and manage the laws 
respecting the financial affairs 
and the conduct of Treasury and 
Administration.

• Provide the fiscal foundation 
and establish the financial basis 
for effective governance and 
administration.

• Provide for effective fiscal 
and administrative planning, 
management, and accountability.

Update on the Mino Bimaadiziiwin 
Law Development Process

Implementation of the Treasury... from page 1

Establishment of FNT2T Treasury and 
Administration will:

• Maintain a Treasury and 
Administration advisory Circle.

• Appoint the Treasury and 
Administration Lead Keeper and 
Helpers.

• Act on all matters related to 
operations and through the law 
and policies.

process to ensure the Health and 
Wellbeing Law development 
aligns and connects to the laws of 
other Circles continue to attend 
Earth Lodge teachings observe 
CFN and PM meetings between 
FNT2T and Canada participate on a 
MMIWG2SL+ sub circle under the 
Peacemaking Circle to implement 
Resolution 2020-09-03-004 by 
developing a MMIWG2SL+ strategy 
and posting a number of Calls to 
Justice every week. The Keeper will 
work to incorporate the health and 
wellbeing Calls to Justice into the 
law development process collect 
provincial and federal heath related 
legislation

• planning to work with Local Nations 

and Health Directors to collect 
community health administrative 
data such as fiscal costs on health 
program funding

• a letter sent to Minister Marc Millar 
from the Grand Chief to follow up 
on commitments for a direct fiscal 
relationship with Canada and to 
work with their Senior Officials. 
The intent is to build relationships, 
negotiate and discuss fiscal 
support for the FNT2T health and 
wellbeing circle to facilitate the law 
development process and Treaty 
2 Territory’s engagement over the 
next 10 years.

The next important steps the Health and 

Wellbeing Circle will be focusing in the 
next couple of weeks include:

• build on the work already started
• plan an important introductory 

meeting with Health Directors to 
establish a sub-circle of Treaty 2 
territory heath experts to guide the 
law development process workplan 
and strategic tasks. It is hoped the 
meeting will occur at the end of 
May or early June 2021

• develop a Terms of Reference for 
the Health and Wellbeing Circle

• identify staffing capacity to advance 
the workplan and activities

• analyze the health investments 
made in the 2021 federal budget to 

Scan the 
code for 

more info

Health and Wellbeing Circle

more on page 14
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Treaty 2 Territory – A total of 61 
students across Canada have taken 
home a $100 cash award as well 
as receiving recognition and other 
prizing as part of the Ted Rogers 
Innovation Awards program, an 
initiative of Youth Science Canada, 
with support from Ted Rogers 
Community Grants.

2 students from Ebb and Flow First 
Nation were among the recipients of 
the Ted Rogers Innovation Award; Bree 
Racette, and Wynonna Wood were each 
recognized for their Science Fair Project 
titled “Motion Controlled Video Game 
Controller”. The pair advanced to the 
Canada Wide Science Fair from their 
success at the Manitoba Indigenous 
Regional Science Fair.

“For us, the most enjoyable games at 
arcades are the ones with gun controllers 
that you use to shoot at the screen. We 
wanted to build a gun controller that 
we could use on a home video game 
console that would recreate the arcade 
experience. The controller would be 
usable on any first person video game. 
To do this we gutted a Nerf dart gun and 
inserted electronics controlled by an 
Arduino Micro” says Bree Racette.

“The controller we built works great. 
We also added extra functions to the 

2 Students from Ebb & Flow First Nation win 
Innovation Award at Canada Wide Science Fair

Law Making... from page 1

F N T 2 T  N E W S

controller to make the video game 
experience more immersive. During the 
construction and planning of our project 
we learned lots about electronics and 
coding” added Wynonna Wood.

The pair have had the support of their 
Science Teacher Ed Koe, along with the 
Ebb and Flow School, in addition to 
their families and friends.

Congratulations to you both on your 
success! We wish you the very best 
in your future endeavors. By Marlene 
Davis, Communications Keeper

In law development and 
engagement stage;

• Aki Onankonehkawin (2021)
• CFN Mino Ombigii’aa (2021)
• Daabandaagoziiwin (Citizenship) 

(2021)
• Peacemaking Law (2021)
• T2T Onankonehkawin (2021)

Wiisaakodaadiiwin Gizhibaabwewin “Unity 
Circle”

The vision that the Anishinaabe Peoples 
of Treaty 2 Territory have is to act 
ethically with the highest honour in 
personal and professional conduct in 
accordance with the supreme principle 
of Wiisaakodaadiiwin, (Unity). While 
maintaining the understanding that there 
may be deliberations in the law making 
process and contributions made by every 
lead spokesperson that is viewed as an 
expert in this area is necessary.

The sacred reciprocity and connection 
to our ancestors and leaders before us 
is also recognized in this spiritual realm 
as Giizhibaabwewin. In that we value 
everyone that is part of the everlasting 
circle and ensacred connection to our 
identity as Anishinaabe peoples.Scan the code

for more
information

Their project can 
be viewed by 

scanning
this QR code: 
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Governing Council is 
comprised of the Chiefs 
Council and a Chairperson 
from each of the Knowledge, 
Men, Women and Youth 
Councils, it meets 4 times 
a year to provide direction 
to FNT2T, draft laws and 
resolutions to be presented 
to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Governing 
Council

F N T 2 T  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – Growing up on 
the Ebb and Flow First Nation, there 
were few young people who spoke 
Anishinaabemowin. For the most 
part, we understood the basics such 
an numbers, instructions etc. Many 
understood the language, however I 
struggled in that area as only one of my 
parents were fluent and I didn’t hear a 
lot of two way conversation.

One Halloween, as my friends and I 
were running from house to house trick 
or treating, we came upon a house that 
was occupied by a small family. Arlene 
Flatfoot, and Frank Beaulieu resided in 
the home with their young children. 
We knocked on the door, and to our 
surprise, this little boy came to the door. 
In Anishinaabemowin, he was saying 
“Come In” – Biindigen. He was only 
about 4 or 5 years old. He proceeded to 
talk to us in the language, and it sounded 
so cute, however I had no idea what he 
was saying. His father came to give us 
treats, and told his that the little boy’s 
name was “Gator”, and he was telling 
us that we looked funny. We laughed, 
and left with our treats, amazed at the 
fluency of this little guy.

Years went on, and I remember Gator 
and his family moving to Norway House 
where his mother Arlene taught for 
years. Gator grew up to be a handsome 
young polite young man; always 
greeting you with a smile. Visiting 
Norway House Cree Nation one year, I 
was asked to sit in as a judge on a local 
talent show they were hosting. Low, and 
behold as I flipped through my score 
sheets, I came across a familiar name 

Gator Beaulieu’s Journey takes him up 
Highway Number Six & to top of the charts!

“Gator Beaulieu”. I am amazed at Gator’s 
vocal ability, and knew he was destined 
towards a journey of stardom.

Years passed, and I would often hear that 
familiar voice on our home nation radio 
station, and over the NCI-FM airwaves. 
Most recently, I’d hear Gator with 
the legendary Billy Joe Green on the 
Indigenous Music Countdown with their 
single titled “Hard Hearted Women”. To 
no surprise, the single soared to the top 
of the chart and became a #1 hit.

Gator wrote the tune which talks 
about Highway 6 and how it was a link 
between the North and the South; one in 
which he became quite familiar with as 
made visits to see his Koko Doris Flatfoot 
on the Ebb and Flow First Nation (seen 
in the photo to the left).

At the young age of 30, Gator credits 
his family for their support and helping 
attain the success he has thus far; his 
wife Natalie, their children, Gator’s 
parents and extended family are his 
biggest fans.

Gator was assisted by his cousin Rachel 
Beaulieu who offered to shoot, direct, 
and edit his debut video. The two 
collaborated and released an incredible, 
country road video which premiered on 
May 19th, 2021.

Even with live entertainment venues 
being closed for most of the past year, 
that hurdle hasn’t slowed Gator down. 
He recently released a music video for his 
first hit, “Highway Number Six”. Growing 
up, Gator and his family spent a a lot of 
time traveling between his home fires 
of Ebb and Flow First Nation, Sandy Bay 
First Nation, Norway House Cree Nation, 
and Winnipeg.

Scan the 
code to 

watch the 
video

more on page 5
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F N T 2 T  N E W S

Gator Beaulieu’s... from page 4

Planning for Virtual Youth... from page 1

Many students (and teachers) 
prefer to be at school, physically. 
For its session on June 24th, Life 
Long Learning is hoping to create 
a short agenda that will consist of 
some investigative fun for young 
participants. Facilitator speaking will 
be kept to a minimum as focus will 
be on virtual online activities such 
interactive (timed) quiz shows, word 
cloud, visuals, scavenger hunt, and 
videos.

The FNT2T Youth Council is hosting 
the youth gathering and they 
requested that Life Long Learning 
take part in one session that focuses 
on the importance of First Nations 
youth (re)learning history. We will 
look at pictures of people and places 
to check if we know who or what they 
are, watch a video to investigate for 
particular details, and do some quick-
timed online research. Participants 
will also get a chance to share 
knowledge or a story with the group.

There will be goodies and prizes for 
participants. And if we have time, 
we’ll take a look at and share some 
favourite Indigenous social media 
stars and platforms because we know 
that Instagram and Tiktok are filled 
with amazing Indigenous art, voices, 
comedy, and design! To sign up, you 
can email: Marlene.Davis@fnt2t.com 
or Savannah.Stagg@fnt2t.com. We 
hope to see you on June 24th at 1pm 
to have some laughs and share some 
stories together. by Donna Beyer, Life 
Long Learning Keeper

The video, released on YouTube and all 
social media platforms received over 
5000 views in just 2 days.

His mentor, and fellow musician, Billy 
Joe Green praises Gator for his vocal and 
music abilities saying “I think he has the 
potential to go straight to Nashville”.

You can find Gator on Facebook “Gator 

Beaulieu“, and follow his upcoming live 
virtual performances.

Gator will be performing at  the 
Government of First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory – 150 Year Commemorative 
Event (of the making of Treaty 2) in Ebb 
and Flow First Nation in Mid-August.

Gator has come a long way from the little 

boy that I met at the door of his house 
that one Halloween night. I’m incredibly 
proud of his ability to speak and carry on 
the Anishinaabemowin language, for 
his ability to write, and perform music, 
and for his tenacity and determination 
to continue doing what he loves. by: 
Marlene Davis, Communications Keeper
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F N T 2 T  N E W S

LLL has drafted a Territorial Education 
Law concept that is based on the 
Seven Sacred Teachings (Laws). 
This draft concept is focused on the 
education rights of Anishinaabek 
children, youth, and peoples and 
centers Anishinaabek values.

The drafted Seven Teachings 
Education Law concept has four laws 
under of the seven teachings, which is 
representative of the Four Directions. 
There are 28 general (draft) laws in 
total, corresponding to total days in 
each of the 13 Moons.

The draft laws set a standard for those 
involved in Anishinaabek education 
based on the Seven Sacred Teachings 
(laws): Love, Truth, Respect, Honesty, 
Humility, Wisdom, and Courage. 

Life Long Learning Draft Law and
The Seven Sacred Teachings

Each draft law is general in nature 
as to capture further vision for 
Anishinaabek education that centers 
Anishinaabe identity. Most if not 
all parents and caregivers want 
Anishinaabek children and youth to 
know themselves and where they 
come from in a meaningful way that 
nourishes the mind, body, emotions, 
and spirit allowing them to walk in 

both worlds as to strengthen and advance 
the Anishinaabe Nation.
by Donna Beyer, Life Long Learning Keeper

NATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Prior to arrival of the current LLL Keeper at FNT2T, 
a Territorial Education Law (Act) was drafted by 
FNT2T leaders and councils. The amazing work of the 
FNT2T Peacekeeping Circle in centering Anishinaabek 
teachings as law has inspired other FNT2T Circles to do 
the same, including Life Long Learning.
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Grand Council 
comprised of FNT2T 
Membership, meets 
annually to discuss 
current collective 

business, pass 
resolutions and vote 

on laws.

Grand
Council

F N T 2 T  N E W S

The Manitoba Conservative government 
has, yet again, made a move that attempts 
to erase the Anishinaabe presence and 
further disrespects the inherent rights of 
the Anishinaabek in Manitoba.

In a news release dated April 26th, 2021, 
the province announced it will name 
8 wildlife management areas after 
“prominent Manitobans.” These 8 areas 
include:

– A portion of the Deerwood WMA will 
become the Don. W. Orchard WMA
– Lake Francis WMA will be renamed the 
Dr. Frank Baldwin WMA
– A portion of the Little Saskatchewan 
WMA will become the Roy Greer WMA
– Parkland WMA’S Horod Unit will become 
the Kenneth H. Wark WMA
– Frank W. Boyd Unit of Pierson WMA will 
become its own WMA
– Thalberg Bush WMA will be renamed the 
John T. Williams WMA
– Edward A. Poyser Unit of Whitemud 
WMA will become its own WMA
– Washow Bay WMA will be renamed the 
David G. Tomasson WMA

The news release states that the first 
WMA was named after Watson P. 
Davidson in 1961. We often see dates 

Manitoba Government Renaming Wildlife Management Areas

used by the Western world in this way to 
affirm establishment of families, farms, 
businesses, and places; however, when it 
comes to the Anishinaabek, our cultures, 
our ways, and our histories existing on 
Turtle Island since time immemorial, we’re 
often told to forget. This is a hypocrisy 
because if time of establishment is 
so significant than this would mean 
honouring the presence of our people 
on Turtle Island since time immemorial, 
rather than continuing efforts to erase 
our presence from history as a means to 
justify and rationalize land encroachment, 
resource extraction, and perceived 
ownership of our lands.

areas is not disrespect to the 8 individuals 
who’ve passed—it is criticism of a system. 
It is criticism of a system that talks about 
change and forging new relationships with 
Indigenous peoples through truth and 
reconciliation, yet it continues to repeat 
history. The attached map is evidence that 
many of these areas are located within 
Treaty 2 Territory. And yet, the government 
of Manitoba did not consult or have the 
decency to inform our government or our 
representatives, which goes against the 
fundamental principles of transparency, 
good faith and reconciliation.

True reconciliation requires dialogue, 
without one party dictating or dominating 
discussion. This government supported the 
Path to Reconciliation Act when they were 
in opposition. It appears that, too, was only 
window dressing.

While the contributions of the individuals 
to Wildlife Management is largely 
unknown to the public, what we do know 
is they bled “tory blue” and were affiliated 
with the conservative movement in this 
province, a movement that has ignored the 
Anishinaabe presence and relegated the 
Treaties that allowed for their existence as 
relics of the past.

That criticism has come from Anishinaabe 
scholar, Niigaan Sinclair; Cree writer and 
filmmaker, Kevin Settee; and Ojibwe 
matriarch, Geraldine Shingoose. All 
three, along with Nahanni Fontaine, 
have made strong stands on this issue 
of (re)naming places, which has been a 
long-time companion of colonization. 
While small parts of Canada and the 
United States begin to remove statues and 
names associated with colonization and 
imperialism, the Manitoba government 
continues to enact both.

Criticism around the renaming of these 
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To date, we have met with members 
from Ebb and Flow First Nation 
and Dauphin River First Nation. 
The Virtual Sessions took place via 
Zoom and were a great success! Our 
Knowledge keepers, Men’s Council, 
Women’s Council, and Youth Council 
Representatives were included with 
their Nation’s Session.

Participant members from each 
Nation had the opportunity to ask 
questions, provide suggestions, 
participate in ice breakers, giveaways, 
door prizes, and a survey regarding 
CFN.

Going forward, the Children, Families 
and Nation circle and Peacemaking 
Circle will be conducting Virtual 
Engagement Sessions together with 
each Local Nation. Prior to each 
session, there will be a Registration 
Zoom Link made available and a 
poster containing information about 

Engaging with our 
Local Nations in the 
Treaty 2 Territory

Pinaymootang host virtual FNT2T 
Youth Council meeting to discuss 
FNT2T youth in the Territory

your Home Nations Engagement 
Session.

Our team has also put together a 
questionnaire via Survey Monkey to 
capture necessary feedback. If you 
are interested in taking the survey; it 
will be posted to our Treaty 2 Territory 
Facebook page, or can be emailed 
directly to you. For those who do 
not have social media and would 
like to participate in the survey, we 
can provide you with a hard-copy 
questionnaire.

If you would like to pre-register or 
require more information regarding 
Engagement Sessions or Surveys feel 
free to email: savannah.stagg@fnt2t.
com.

We look forward to engaging with 
your Home Nation. Your voice is 
needed, valued and important!

• Youth Circle Review
• National Commissioner
• Children, Families, and Nation
• T2T Sports and Recreation 

Association
• T2T Summer Games 2022
• T2T Athletic Association
• T2T Minor Hockey

Youth representatives from the FNT2T 
nations gave their input on how the 
Youth Circle Review sessions were being 
done online and for the youth to engage 
in each session. The idea of having a 
National Commissioner was discussed 
with the youth. What they thought 
on how this would benefit all nations 
and treaty implementation. Children, 
Families and Nation was also discussed. 

Lois Stoll CFN Circle Keeper updated the 
youth council on the children and family 
law development process. Engagement 
activities continue in the nations online 
and in person when safe. The youth 
council gave their inputs on FNT2T 
nations developing their own laws to 
keep our children at home. Treaty 2 
Summer Games 2022 was discussed in 
who will host the games, what games 
are going to be involved. In addition, a 
Treaty 2 Athletic Association and Minor 
Hockey Association was discussed for 
the youth of Treaty 2 Territory. The 
FNT2T Youth Council meet every month 
to discuss all circle developments and 
give their input. Then next Youth Council 
meeting is June 24,2021. by Scott 
Lynxleg, Internal/External Keeper

Treaty 2 Territory – On Thursday May 27, 2021, FNT2T Youth Council met online 
as part of their regularly scheduled youth council meetings. This virtual session 
was hosted by Pinaymootang Nation. Youth Council chair Kristian Stagg from 
Pinaymootang welcomed all to the meeting. Agenda items that were discussed:

Treaty 2 Territory – The Children, Families and Nation Circle 
along with our Peacemaking Circle has been working towards 
engaging virtually with our Local Nation Membership. 
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Bizhiw Talks in 
Treaty 2 Territory

Executive Council Meets via M365: Treasury and Administration

Treaty 2 Territory – ‘Bizhiw Talks’ is a 
Peacemaking blog focusing on education and 
awareness and support for the Anishinaabe 
of Treaty 2 Territory who may have questions 
about their justice involvement in the settler 
system, and/or the development of our own 
T2T Peacemaking System that will replace the 
settler justice system.

The Peacemaking Keepers want to hear from 
you! 

We welcome you to comment on the ‘Bizhiw 
Talks’ with your questions and comments related 
to your justice involvement in the settler system 
and/or your questions and suggestions for the 
development of the T2T Peacemaking System.

While we will try to provide guidance, 
information and suggestions, *we cannot 
provide legal advice* and you should always 
consult and engage your lawyer in formal legal 
decisions.

If you prefer to have a confidential talk with the 
Peacemaking Keepers,

Please contact us by e-mail:
Jennifer.meixner@fnt2t.com

Treaty 2 Territory – The Executive Council 
met virtually on Thursday 6 May 2021. 
A number of matters regarding treasury 
and administration were discussed and 
moved through the Governance, Treasury 
and Administration and Nation Building 
process.

The Executive Council is comprised of five 
members from the Governing Council. 
They report to the Governing Council, 
which is responsible for implementing 
the resolutions and laws passed by 
the Governing Council as well as the 
administration (day to day business) of 
FNT2T.

Executive Council discussed how all FNT2T 
Keepers and Helpers are working hard for 
the Nation. They are held accountable 
through the communication of all 
councils, circles, and technology tools in 
place via email, M365, websites, media, 

and MTNLive.ca.

FNT2T Policy and Legal Keepers provided 
a report which discussed the political 
circles for Governing Council to meet with 
Canada’s ministers as meetings are being 
planned with CIRNC, NRCAN, Justice, ISC 
and other ministries.

The Governing Council passed the Treasury 
and Administration law was passed on 
11 February 2021: (http://fnt2t.com/

wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-02-
11-001ResolutionTreasuryandAdminist
rationLaw_Passed.pdf). The Executive 
Council mandated the FNT2T Lead Keeper 
to work closely with the Treasury and 
Administration Keeper ensuring that 
the law is implemented so budgets and 
workplans continue to flow through this 
process.

The Treasury and Administration Law 
is in motion. Changes continue with 

the addition to add another layer of 
accountability confirmed through the 
law.

A decision was made to have FNT2T 
Lead Keeper long term and focus on 
achieving resolutions and mandate 
given by Governing Council and all 
Councils, which includes stepping 
away from administration. The interim 
Treasury and Administration Keeper is 
now official through Executive Council 
appointment.

The L1 Administration, discussed and 
enhanced in our governance booklet, 
is a great model that is working 
well for the main administration 
and circle administration. Nation/
Economic Development, CFN, CPNW, 
and Peacemaking Circles will begin 
the work toward setting up their own 
administration.
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Chiefs Council is 
comprised of a Chief/
Headman from each 

Local Nation, it is 
mandated to protect 
Inherent Rights and 

ensure Implementation 
of the Treaty.

Chiefs
Council

FNT2T NEWS

Few full moons are quite as beautiful as the Flower Moon. During 
‘Flower Moon’, the fifth moon of creation, the flowers and medicines 
are given life and spirit and begin to bloom.  The earth reveals all its 
colours, textures, and shapes that reminds us of the sacredness of 
life and our need to protect all living things.

This life-giving energy is one of the most powerful healing medicines 
on Mother Earth.  During flower moon, we are encouraged to 
explore our Spirituality.

Treaty 2: For our people, the shell of the turtle represents the body of 
real events, teachings and origins of the human being. In the center 
of the back of the turtle are thirteen sections which represent the 
truth of one cycle of thirteen moons in the Earth’s rotation around 
the sun.  Thirteen also represents the four seasons in the Earth’s 
cycle around the sun, plus the nine months it takes for the gestation 
of a human child in the mother’s womb. The scales that surround 
the outer edge add up to the number of days that make up the 
lunar cycle from full moon to full moon – 28. Each of the thirteen 
larger scales in the center is numbered and named, according to 
the seasonal activities that occur at that time. Because the region 

Waabigwani Giizis: Flower Moon
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2021

that the Anishinaabe live on is so large, 
the moons may not be called the same 
thing for all areas. Some nations have 
more than one name for each moon as 
there are so many things happening in 
the natural world at that time.

It’s important to remember that for our 
people, the turtle is like a grandmother.  
The grandmother is the power of the 
nation.  She represents the spirit of the 
people, the woman, and the land.  Like 
no one else, she is able to love, to nurture 
and to discipline the children of the 
nation.  We refer to the grandmothers as 
“beings of kindness”, who have become 
closest to understanding the Spirit, the 
land, and the teachings that comprise 
truth.

The Moon represents powerful feminine 
energy. It signifies wisdom, intuition, 
birth, death, reincarnation, and a 
spiritual connection. … The moon also 
represents our deepest personal needs. 
We can use the knowledge and energy 
of the Moon’s cycle to better connect 
to ourselves. by Renée McGurry, Earth 
Lodge Development

“It’s important to remember 

that for our people, the turtle 

is like a grandmother.  The 

grandmother is the power of 

the nation.  She represents the 

spirit of the people, the woman, 

and the land. “
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Men Council is 
comprised of one 

appointed member 
from each Local Nation, 

it advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding life long 
learning, justice, 

peacekeeping and other 
matters.

Men
Council

FNT2T NEWS

Treaty 2 Territory – Following the murders 
of Helen Betty Osborne and J.J. Harper 
in Manitoba in the 80’s, a public inquiry, 
the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry (1991), was 
initiated to look into the problems for 
Indigenous peoples and the criminal justice 
system. Awareness was raised about the 
disproportionate rate of Indigenous people 
involved in the system.

The general recommendations included 
considering other options to incarceration, 
encouraged innovative non-custodial 
alternatives, and the involvement of 
Indigenous peoples and nations in 
developing appropriate sentences. In line 
with the AJI recommendations, in 1999, 
the case of R. Gladue was the first Supreme 
Court of Canada case to consider s 718.2 
(e); a provision encouraging judiciary to 
consider all options before incarceration for 
Indigenous peoples.

Manitoba has been long criticized for its lack 
of meaningful implementation of Gladue 
principles. (Milward, D., Parkes, D., 2011) 
Unlike most other provinces, Manitoba 
employs provincial Probation Officers to 
write ‘Gladue Reports’. Gladue reports in 
Manitoba are essentially enhanced Pre-
Sentence Reports that continue to focus on 

Myth of Justice: Gladue Considerations in Manitoba

Treaty 3 Anishinaabe Member connects with Sidney Crosby of the Pittsburgh Penguins

‘indigenize’ Gladue Reports/Pre-Sentence 
Reports at the provincial level, however, as 
long as provincial employees whose jobs 
rely on individuals remaining in the system 
are authoring recommendations, there is 
a glaring bias that cannot not be ignored. 
Regardless of that staff’s lived experience, 
education, cultural sensitivity, and so on, 
they are restricted by provincial policies, 
standards, and a Court that does not trust 
Indigenous ways of knowing or being over 
their own adversarial approach.

As we develop and implement our FNT2T 
Peacemaking system, we recognize that 
Gladue considerations exist to bring 
awareness to a settler system. The provincial 
and federal criminal justice systems are 
aware of the recommendations and steps 
needed to make meaningful change, but 
continues to fail us.

FNT2T is building a self-governed system 
where Gladue considerations are lived 
experiences shared and understood in all 
circles, and where policies and standards 
are in harmony with the spirit and intent 
of the AJI, Gladue decision, countless 
other recommendations, and above all, in 
accordance with our traditional knowledge 
and ways of being. By: Jennifer Meixner, 
Policy Keeper, Peacemaking Circle

criminogenic need factors as outlined in the 
Level of Service Case Management Index 
(LS/CMI) risk assessment, with additional 
‘Gladue factors’. Since the Gladue decision 

Treaty 2 Territory – Dian Green, member of Iskatewizaagegan (Shoal Lake 39) Anishinaabe Nation, in the Treaty 
3 Territory, had the opportunity of a lifetime by connecting with NHL Superstar Sidney Crosby of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins during a Meet & Greet on April 14th, 2021.

The Meet & Greet was arranged by The Dream Factory and Dian’s mother Rachel Green. Dian got to speak to his 
idol ‘Sid’ through a video chat, where Sid and Dian exchanged words in a conversation. Sidney Crosby shared the 
view of the PPG Paints Arena, home of the NHL Penguins, on and off the ice with Dian during the 26:38 minute 
video chat. Not only did Dian get to meet his idol Sidney Crosby of the Penguins, but his mother Rachel Green of 
Iskatewizaagegan, made a matching pair of beaded Pittsburgh Penguins #87 Medallions, one for her son Dian, 
and one for #87 Sidney Crosby.

Giche Miigwech to the Dream Factory and the Pittsburgh Penguins Organization for fulfilling young Anishinaabe Dian 
Green’s dream of meeting his idol. Special Miigwech to Dian and Rachel Green, and Family for sharing the story. We 
wish all the best to Dian, Rachel, and the Green family of Iskatewizaagegan Anishinaabe Nation, Treaty 3 Territory!

nearly two decades ago, incarceration 
of Indigenous peoples has continued to 
increase despite the Supreme Court of 
Canada decision. Efforts have been made to 
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Treaty 2 Territory – Knowledge 
Keepers Paul and Lillian Lynxleg 
have been seeding their own 
garden in Tootinaowaziibeeng 
Nation for 55 years. Growing up in 
Tootinaowaziibeeng, I as a child 
was taught to do chores, feed the 
animals and to grow your own food.

There was no fast food, drive thru, 
or big stores for shopping. In our 
nation it was normal to see almost 
everyone putting in their garden and 
growing their own vegetables.

My grampa gave us the teaching of 
respecting your animals by feeding 
and watering them before you ate 
your first meal. Growing up as a 
child, one of my chores was to help 
out in the garden, hoeing potatoes, 
weeding, and gathering the 
vegetables in the late summer. This 

FNT2T Knowledge Keepers Gardening for 
Generations in the Territory

Update on the Mino Bimaadiziiwin ... from page 2 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

CIRCLES NEWS

was a family event with all members 
helping out with the harvest of 
gardens and wild game.

Teaching our young children and 
grandchildren how important it is 
to grow your own vegetables and 
live a healthy lifestyle. This will help 
instill pride and family participation 
in a healthy family and nation. 
Please take an opportunity to try to 
grow a garden for fresh vegetables 
and to use a teaching tool for our 
next generations by Scott Lynxleg, 
Internal/External Keeper

“Teaching our young children and grandchildren 
how important it is to grow your own vegetables and 
live a healthy lifestyle. This will help instill pride and 
family participation in a healthy family and nation.”

identify opportunities for FNT2T
• finalize a law-making engagement 

plan to reach out to the Local 
Nations for guidance on what the 
law should include and what is 
important to restore ancestral and 
natural laws to achieve the good 
life – Mino Bimaadiziiwin.

• start discussions with Canada for a 
nation to nation fiscal relationship, 
engaging with FNT2T in the co-
development of the Indigenous 

Health legislation process, and 
fund the Health and Wellbeing 
workplan.

 
The work ahead is exciting and inspiring 
to protect and restore Treaty 2 territorial 
ancestral laws and rights that have been 
interrupted because of colonization. 
These laws will be asserted as they are 
paramount to colonial legislation.

This important work is an opportunity 

to attain the good life – Mino 
Bimaadiziiwin, fundamentally change 
the way heath is delivered and funded 
in the Treaty 2 territory, and to optimize 
the health and wellbeing of citizens 
in the Nation. The Anishinaabe laws 
will inform policy development, 
address racism, promote healing, 
end colonialism, design of health 
systems, build accountability, and most 
importantly, live well.

The FNT2T law-making process is 
entrenched through the inherent right 
to sovereignty and natural laws that are 
recognized by international instruments 
such as the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
the Truth and Reconciliation 94 Calls for 
Action and the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls and Two-
Spirited+ National Inquiry 231 Calls for 
Justice. by Kim McPherson, Health and 
Wellbeing Keeper
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CIRCLES NEWS

Treaty 2 Territory – May 5th was 
The National Day of Awareness 
for MMIWGT, often known as 
Red Dress Day. The Red Dress as a 
symbol for MMIWGT was initiated 
in 2010, when artist Jaime Black 
created an art series called The 
REDress Project to highlight 
violence against Indigenous 
women.

Since that time, red dresses are 
intentionally hung in places to 
represent the thousands of missing 
and murdered relatives. Many people 
today continue to express themselves 
and raise awareness through various 
mediums of art. For example, artists 
bead little red dresses as pins and 
earrings or pendants, or use red felt 
to make pins.

We love to see how the red dress as 
a symbol has been interpreted and 
expressed since. At the provincial 
level, Manitoba has designated 
October 4th as the provincial day 
to Honour MMIWGT. For many, 
including FNT2T, the Red Dress 
has been adopted as an important 
symbol every day as we remembered 
and honoured those peoples, their 
families, and our nations affected.

Beyond Red Dress Day in FNT2T
CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND NATION

While days of acknowledgement 
are important, it is the commitment 
beyond acknowledging that drives 
change and protects our people. It 
has been over a week since May 5 
and journalist Brielle Morgan, wrote 
a piece outlining 7 Calls to Action for 
Non-Indigenous Allies.

She says, allies must 1) Read and 
share the MMIWG+ final report, 

to account. 3) Take responsibility 
for white privilege. 4) Listen to 
Indigenous people and show up for 
them. 5) Donate to organizations 
serving Indigenous women. 6) 
Hang a red dress in your window. 
7) Remember that saviours aren’t 
needed – solidarity is. This is a good 
list to share with out non-Indigenous 
friends in T2T and beyond.

Looking within, FNT2T Peacemaking 
system holds space in the Bizhiw (Lynx) 
circle for supporting families affected 
by violence, education/awareness, 
and promoting wellness. A MMIWGT 
Sub-circle was established in May 
2021 as an act of commitment. We 
are in the early stages of establishing 
and visioning our role in the treaty 2 
territory and FNT2T governance model 
and look forward to engaging with our 
councils and the nations. By MMIWGT 
Sub-Circleespecially the calls for justice. 2) 

Hold those in positions of power 
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more on page 17

Youth Council is comprised 
of one appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding sports, 

recreation and games, 
with one representative 

to attend all Council 
meetings.

Youth 
Council

“As an Indigenous student going 
to school in the city, I always 
make sure to spread awareness 
of our struggles through my 
assignments and projects in 
spaces where people may not be 
educated about or aware of.”

Sunshine Levasseur of Ebb and 
Flow First Nation is a 17-year-
old Anishinaabe student who 
attends St. James Collegiate 
High School in Winnipeg.

Her visual art class was asked 
to create pictures with words, 
lyrics, or quotes.

“What you see is a mix of colour 
and words, and in these words is 
a figure of a woman in her jingle 

FNT2T NEWS

Ebb and Flow’s Sunshine Levasseur uses Art 
to spread awareness of the struggles faced by 
Indigenous alike

FNT2T NEWS

dress regalia. The woman is my 
older sister, Iroc Levasseur, and 
she was a big inspiration for me. I 
used words to describe my sister, 
but also words such as resiliency, 
strength, and beauty because 
those are the words I associate 
with when I think of Indigenous 
culture and people.”

“I encourage other Indigenous 
youth like me to express 
themselves through their art and 
share it with the world because 
Indigenous time is now,” she 
said.

Artwork: Sunshine Levasseur, 
Photo: Lorelei Staffer

“I encourage other Indigenous youth like me to express 
themselves through their art and share it with the world 
because Indigenous time is now.”
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Knowledge Council is 
comprised of one appointed 

member who is a Knowledge 
Holder and/or Keeper 

(includes Elders) from each 
Local Nation, provides 
recommendations and 

guides all the Councils in 
their deliberations with a 

member participating in all 
meetings.

Knowledge 
Council

FNT2T NEWS

Anishinaabe Bimaadiziiwin:
The first Earth Day Started on April 
22, 1970. Senator Gaylord Nelson was 
a junior senator from Wisconsin who 
had long been concerned with how 
the environment was being “managed” 
in the United States. April 22 was 
chosen as Earth Day because it fell 
on a weekday between Spring Break 
and Final Exams to maximize college 
student participation. The idea was to 
start a movement – like the anti-war 
protest – that was infused with the 
energy of young people.

20 Million Americans (10% of the 
population) took to the streets to protest 
against the damage that had been done 
to the Earth. From this movement came 
the creation of the US Environmental 
Protection Agency and passage of 
several environmental laws including 
the National Environmental Education 
Act, the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act, the Clean Air Act and eventually 
the Clean Water Act, the Endangered 
Species Act and Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act.

In 1990 the movement went global 
and paved the way for the 1992 United 
Nations Earth Summit in Brazil. Earth 
Day 2000 focused on Global Warming 
and clean energy. In 2010 the challenge 
was combating the cynicism of climate 
change deniers.

The Earth Day movement has motivated 
many people worldwide to support 
Environmental causes. We certainly 
don’t wish to take away from this 
important vehicle for awareness of 

environmental issues in Western Society.

As Anishinaabek, the Creator granted us 
gifts and responsibilities at the time of 
creation. Of course, the gift of life to live 
to the fullest – mino-bimaadiziiwin. The 
gifts of the elements including water – 
our lifeblood.

The Creator also gave us intellect. 
Teachings about G’zhemanidoo tell us 
we were placed here as stewards of his 
beautiful creation Aki (Earth). Instead 
we have fallen to western society’s 
mindset by “innovating” ourselves 
into the unsustainable lifestyle of this 
modern society. Let us get back to 
using the gift of intellect and humility 

for the purpose the Creator intended. 
We need to slow down and think about 
the impacts we all have on the Planet, 
on our four legged brothers and sisters, 
our winged brothers and sisters and 
ultimately each other.

The Anishinaabe People are not 
responsible for the massive machine 
that is Western Society and the 
environmental destruction this machine 
has caused. Given our teachings and 
history we are not the cause – but that 
does not diminish our responsibility. 
Spiritual advisors and Knowledge 
Keepers remind us of our responsibilities 
as Anishinaabe. They remind us to return 
to the land, so we can reconnect and 

assume our rightful responsibilities. The 
difference between Anishinaabek and 
western society is they believe they can 
control nature where we were taught 
how to live within nature.

The Creator gave us these gifts and 
the expectations for us to look after 
them. Across Turtle Island, we see our 
Indigenous brothers and sisters risk 
their lives and their safety speaking for 
our mother and assuming their rightful 
responsibilities to give her a voice. 
Our role today is to raise awareness 
and to pass these teachings on to our 
youth and prepare them to assume the 
responsibilities for Mother Earth while 
looking for a way to create balance.
Earth Day 2021 marked 51 years of 
activism, one has to ask the question, 
has she gotten healthier than she was 
51 years ago? Caring and protected for 
our mother cannot be done through 
legislation and regulation, it has to 
come from the heart and a belief 
system that is based on our teachings 
of creation. That’s where the courage, 
strength and responsibility arises. by 
Ron Missyabit, NW Circle Keeper (Shawn 
Gurke, Mapping/GIS Helper Helper)

SCAN THE QR CODE
FOR MORE

INFORMATION
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CIRCLES NEWS

Treaty 2 Territory – The Mikinaak 
Circle of Peacemaking is beginning 
to take form and it is responsible for 
administering the Anishinaabe Law 
Centre and Peacemaking Registrar. 
Anishinaabe culture teaches the 
turtle represents the value of 
truth as it holds the laws of the 
universe on its back. The Mikinaak 
Circle is responsible for ensuring 
the Anishinaabe Law Centre and 
Peacemaking Registrar is transparent, 
efficient, and professional.

The Mikinaak Circle, which is already 
in movement, is responsible for the 
Anishinaabe Law Centre that will 
research and drafts laws for the Treaty 

Peacemaking’s Mikinaak Circle to Create an 
Anishinaabe Law Centre and Registrar

PEACEMAKING

2 Territory. As Peacemaking evolves, 
there will be many laws that will be 
researched, drafted, and submitted 
to the Peacemaking Governing Circle 
for review. The Mikinaak Circle will 
draft criminal, civil, family, and local 
nation bylaws and ensure the law 
promotes Mino-Bimaadiziwin.

Prior to drafting the law, the 
Mikinaak Circle will conduct local 
engagements, consult with the 
Knowledge Council and other FNT2T 
Councils. The Turtle Circle will submit 
draft laws to the Peacemaking 
Governing Circle for approval, which 
then will be presented to the Grand 
Council for ratification.

Once a law is passed by the Grand 
Council, the Mikinaak Circle will 
file the law to the Peacemaking 
Registrar for registration and 
publication. The Peacemaking 
Registrar is responsible 
for filing laws, policies, 
procedures, agreements, and 
Circle (Judicial) Orders. The 
Peacemaking Registrar will be 
accessible to the nation and will 
provide electronic version as well as 
a hardcopy of any law upon request. 
As it is the way of the Anishinabek, 
the Mikinaak is restored and will 
continue to be the holder of truth and 
law. By: Chantell Barker, Operations 
Keeper, Peacemaking Circle
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Treaty 2 Territory – Gambler Nation 
members participated in an online 
virtual session on law development on 
Wednesday May 12, 2021. FNT2T Child, 
Families and Nation and Peacemaking 
Circles made presentations to the 
members and leadership of Gambler 
Nation.

Circle Keeper Lois Stoll gave a 
presentation on how CFN Circle was 
developing their own territorial Children 
and Family law for FNT2T and how 
Gambler Nation could develop their own 

Gambler First Nation membership engage online with FNT2T 
Child, Families Nation and Peacemaking law development

CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND NATION

local law in for the children of Gambler. 
Peacemaking Keeper Chantel Barker 
presented the Peacemaking law to the 
members of Gambler and presented 
how FNT2T developed the territorial 
law and creating our own system of 
peacemaking law for each nation. Due 
to Covid 19 in our nations and all over 
the territory, all engagements on law 
development will be done online for 
safety of everyone. With vaccinations 
being done, there are plans to do in 
person engagement in each nation 
for input by all members for CFN and 

National Indigenous History Month-National Indigenous Peoples Day June 21st
Treaty 2 Territory- In June, Canadians 
celebrate ‘National Indigenous History 
Month’ to honour the history, heritage 
and diversity of Indigenous peoples in 
Canada. It is an opportunity to learn about, 

appreciate and acknowledge the historical 
contributions that our people had in 
shaping Canada. It’s also an opportunity to 
celebrate on National Indigenous Peoples 
Day which happens on Monday, June 21st, 

which started in 1996, 25 
years ago.

While celebrations and 
events for National 
Indigenous History Month 
may be different this year 
than those in the past, due 
to CoVid, we can still share 
and learn from stories, 
traditions and culture in 
new ways that keep us 
together and connected.

The ‘Indigenous Peoples 
Atlas of Canada’  that 
you see here, consisting 
of  four volumes, is one 
of your best resources if 

you’re interested in learning more about 
Indigenous peoples.

Indigenous Peoples are a significant and 
important part of the history of Turtle 
Island. Their heritage, their ways of life, 
their stewardship of this planet, and their 
world insights are an invaluable to us all.

While there is great diversity among 
Indigenous perspectives, one fact remains 
central — the traditional lands, practices, 
values, cultures, languages, systems and 
understandings of Indigenous Peoples 
have been systematically attacked, 
dismantled and destroyed at the hands of 
the Canadian government. As a nation, we 
have the opportunity to educate ourselves, 
to celebrate and to acknowledge the 
critical role of our ongoing resistance. It’s 
through this resistance and the reclaiming 
of our traditional practices, knowledges and 
Indigenous rights that we now have the 
opportunity to become the nation that it has 

always been — a nation of rich traditions, 
identities and systems, coming together to 
face the challenges that lay ahead.

I encourage you to take this time to learn 
your history, to help educate our youth and 
children on what it means to be Anishinaabe 
— and to take the time to reflect on what it 
means to take responsibility for our future, 
to come together with a sense of common 
vision and destiny for a healthier, equitable, 
and sustainable future.

The text of each of the 4-volumes 
of the “Indigenous Peoples Atlas of 
Canada’ is available on the Canadian 
Geographic website: https://
indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca

Visit the website and learn about our 
history and come together to find solutions 
to many of the challenges that we face 
today. by:  Renée McGurry, Earth Lodge 
Development Helper

Peacemaking law development. Look for 
notifications and posters for upcoming 

engagements in your nation. By Scott 
Lynxleg, Internal/External Keeper
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First Nations Lodge Rises at The Forks
Historically, the lodge is known as 
a place where First Nations peoples 
welcomed everyone and demonstrated 
how life operates best in this place.  
The newest addition to Niizhoziibean, 
formerly named South Point of The 
Forks, now has a lodge, part of the many 
new and accessible installations to this 
Historical site.

Over the past three years, these 
projects represent the rich presence 
and contributions of our Indigenous 
communities. In addition to the 
installations at this site, is the creation 
of new and accessible walkways, 
security lighting, and the planting of 
medicines.Niigaan Sinclair, has worked 
with the leadership at The Forks for the 
past few years, to establish the forks as 
a place where Indigenous peoples can 
finally tell the story of this important 
place. The newly erected lodge has been 
part of these planned projects.

In addition to this lodge, visitors to 
The Forks can see Niimaamaa (“my 
mother’), the huge sculpture at the 
Main Street entrance designed by 

FNT2T NEWS

Indigenous artists KC Adams, Jaimie 
Isaac and Val Vint. They can read Cree, 
Ojibway and Michif signage explaining 
the history of Winnipeg and treaties. 
They can also listen to a walking tour 
for the forks while walking through the 
area.  The audio can be downloaded 

here: https://www.theforks.com/events/
signature-events-attractions-tours/
signature-events/audio-tour

There are also many art installations, 
such as Vint’s 12-foot bison statue 
named ‘Education is the New Bison’, 

made out of hundreds of steel books 
written by Indigenous authors.

There’s also K.C. Adams’ recently 
unveiled sculpture near the Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights entitled 

more on page 21
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Upcoming 
Treaty Day 
Events in 

the Treaty 
2 Territory 

Nations
Treaty 2 Territory – The First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory 
have started planning their 
Treaty Days Events in their 

Nations. This year marks the 
150th since the making of the 

Treaty 2 of 1871. Here are some 
dates of Nation Events:

June 28 – July 4, 2021 – Lake 
St. Martin Nation

August 10 – August 14, 2021 – 
Pinaymootang Nation

August 15 – August 22, 2021 
– Ebb and Flow Anishinaabe 

Nation

August 21st, 2021 – 150th 
Since the making of Treaty 2 – 
Manitoba Post & Ebb and Flow 

Anishinaabe Nation

August 24 & 25, 2021 – Grand 
Council Gathering – Eagle Island 

at Ebb and Flow Anishinaabe 
Nation

FNT2T NEWS

Scan the code to learn more

‘Tanisi keke totamak — Ka cis teneme 
toyak’, which means, “what can we do, 
to respect each other.”

There’s also a future installation near the 
Oodena Celebration Circle by Jainie Isaac 
that will recognize the Anishinaabe 
prophecy of the seven fires.

All of these works add to others, like 
the murdered and missing Indigenous 
women and girls memorial and the 
residential school monument, in what 
has become one of the largest collections 
of Indigenous-led public expressions in 
any historical site in Canada.

The Lodge

For our people, a lodge is a meeting 
place. It’s for teaching, sharing and 
gifting, where everyone is respected 
and honoured.  Historically it has been 
a place where we raise our children, 
perform ceremonies and a place to build 
and establish relationships. A lodge is 
place where we welcome newcomers 
and create treaty, share food and create 
bonds that can last forever.

Nearly every Indigenous nation has a 
lodge of some kind. Some are more 
permanent than others, while some are 
built year-to-year and even season-to-
season.

And for Indigenous peoples, this lodge 
represents something else: home. It 

represents a place we have lived, thrived 
and built our nations since time began. 
It’s a revitalization of a space where 
teachings, voices and songs — once 
considered illegal and almost forgotten 
— can grow again.

Before building the lodge, hundreds 
of Indigenous historians and leaders 
shared their stories of The Forks. 
One was about the Cree and Lakota 
community that inhabited the area until 
a devastating 1783 smallpox epidemic 
opened the way for settlers to enter — 
it was the last time a lodge stood there.

This week, the lodge returned, as 
Indigenous men, women and children 
rebuilt the space our ancestors fought 
so hard to protect — and even took 
underground for a while. Now there’s 
no need to go underground. The Forks 

invited us to re-enter our home and 
show Winnipeg what has always been 
here. Thanks to the work of an entire 
community, Indigenous life lives again 
in a place we call home and that home 
is the lodge.

Biindigen! Welcome! Come in! (adapted 
from a Free Press article written by 
Niigaan Sinclair) by:  Renée McGurry, 
Earth Lodge Development Helper
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Women Council 
is comprised of 
one appointed 

member from each 
Local Nation, it 

advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding children, 
families, health and 

wellbeing.

Women 
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – Learning online, 
and having limited interaction with 
classmates and instructors can come with 
several challenges; it didn’t however stop 
a cohort of 16 members of the Ebb and 
Flow First Nation from attaining their 
Child Development Diplomas.

Due to the Pandemic restrictions, the 
group  (many who work with the Jordan’s 
Principle Program) had to be divided into 
2 in order to continue their classroom 
instruction with Assiniboine Community 
College. The two year program was faced 
with some changes, and rescheduling 
however the cohort was committed and 

Treaty 2 Territory – On May 4, 2021, First 
Nations in the Treaty 2 Government met 
with Canada to discuss Peacemaking and 
had the honour to hear a presentation by Sol 
Sanderson. Senator Sanderson presented 
on 500 years of Canadian policies and a 
solution for Canada on ways to implement 
Peacemaking Onankonehkawin Law and the 
Administration of Peacemaking.

The FNT2T Government held their bi-weekly 
meeting with Canada and invited Sol 
Sanderson to present on self-determination, 
inherent rights, and implementing 
Peacemaking. Senator Sanderson presented 
on 500 years of policies with systemic racism 
embedded in it. Senator Sanderson discussed 
the history of Canadian laws, the Constitution, 
and Section 35. Senator Sanderson discussed 
the need for fiscal agreements vs contribution 

Ebb and Flow First Nation congratulates 16 members on 
completion of Child Development Diplomas

FNT2T NEWS

wrapped up the program on Friday, May 
14th, 2021.

The Government of First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory congratulates all sixteen 
students on their accomplishment, and 
sends accolades to the Ebb and Flow 
First Nation Health Center on making 
these learning opportunities available for 
members of the Nation.

We wish you all well in your futures 
endeavors in helping to promote early 
learning education, good health and 
wellness to our children, and youth. By: 
Marlene Davis, Communications Keeper

agreements.

The Peacemaking Keeper provided an overview 
of the Peacemaking Onankonehkawin and 
was able to get feedback from Mr. Sanderson 
and the representatives from Canada. Senator 
Sanderson discussed the need for judicial 
relations that will provide recognition.

• Jillian Hunter
• Kal Desjarlais
• Johnny Hunter
• Jodie Hunter
• Stacey Beaulieu

Congratulations to the 
following members of

Ebb and Flow First Nation:

• Tanya Malcolm
• Sheila Malcolm
• Joanne Mousseau
• Corbin Mousseau
• Alexa Pompana

• Marla Malcolm
• Lisa Hunter
• Avery Houle
• Morgan Houle
• Zachary Houle
• Brittany Houle

Senator Sol Sanderson Educates Canada on 
Peacemaking and 500 Years of Policy Making

“The judicial relations then provides 
a recognition of our own traditional 
contemporary justice system in the form 
of peacemaking that been developed 
and implemented in Treaty 2, under their 
worldview, their philosophy, their traditions, 
their customs, their practices, their beliefs, and 

their values…” -Sol Sanderson

Senator Sanderson explained that we need 
unique and special laws for our nations in the 
form of our own inherent legal system, not the 
federal system or provincial system.

The Peacemaking Keeper informed Canada 
that the laws Senator Sanderson is referring 
to is near completion and will be presented 
to the FNT2T Councils this month for review 
and approval. Once supported, the draft 
law will be provided to Canada to begin 
the Aboriginal Justice Agreement process. 
Senator Sanderson’s presentations confirmed 
First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory are heading 
in the right direction and FNT2T will restore 
inherent rights and Anishinaabe systems. 
by: Chantell Barker, Operations Keeper, 
Peacemaking
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First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory – Central Turtle Island
Government Office – Lake Manitoba: Box 1254 Lake Manitoba, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 3K0

Regional Office – Pinaymootang: Pinaymootang Conference Centre, Business Rd Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 0X0
Regional Office – Dauphin: Suite 119 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Government Building – Dauphin: 38 2nd Ave NE Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2V4 
Life Long Learning Lodge – Dauphin: 19 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Peacemaking

FNT2T NEWS

Treaty 2 Territory – Pinaymootang 
Councillor Blair Thompson posted 
on May 17, 2021, “A historic day for 
Pinaymootang, and a very emotional 
one for me, the community baseball 
diamonds will be set up starting 
today.” This will provide the youth 
of Pinaymootang another option of 
participating in baseball and other 
sporting activities with the construction 
of the new baseball diamonds in 
Pinaymootang.

The work is progressing today with 
two of the baseball diamonds already 
set up.  This will be good for our youth 
and young adults as well who love the 

Pinaymootang building new 
diamonds for Youth and Nation

sport of baseball.  Pinaymootang has 
always had a history of playing baseball 
for generations.  I will keep updating on 

the progress of our baseball diamonds. 
Thanks to Pinaymootang Chief and 
Council and the Volunteers who helped 

to make this happen. by Darlene 
Woodhouse, Internal/External Helper
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Ogichidaa and Ogemaag demands Canada 
deliver on a New Fiscal Relationship

Keeseekoowenin leadership supporting members during the pandemic

Treaty 2 Territory – The Government 
of Canada must admit to a 
fundamental truth that they have 
never implemented Treaty 2.  While 
also failing to meet any of other 
obligations that we can think of 
whether it be entering into a Treaty 
relationship with our Anishinaabe and 
Kinistino on 21 August 1871; or when 
there is continued marginalization 
and an undermining of an approach 
to implement our full box of  S.35 
rights in Canada’s constitution.

“The point here is, that when you 
hear Canada’s announcement that 
more money to our nations will be 
provided and that it is unprecedented, 
really shocks me. Our comments 
and political advocacy should only 
be viewed as wanting a healthier 
democracy.

A healthier democracy also includes 
removal of shackles from the 
Indian Act and Indigenous Services 
Canada, as part of addressing chronic 
underfunding”, said Ogichidaa 
Eugene Eastman.

The narrative on closing the socio-
economic and infrastructure gap 

is often misleading and that it’s 
statements like these that seems 
to perpetuate systemic racism in 
that we are a tax payers burden. 
This is all far from Debwewin 
and our approach to governing is 
shaping the way to best position 
our Nation as an equal partner. The 

truth of the matter is that the Treaty 
relationship that Canada entered 
into is deserving of respect and 
appreciation for Bimaadiziiwin.

The Government of Canada 
is responsible for good and 
accountable fiscal policy and 

assuring the honour of the crown 
is met.  Our Sovereignty has existed 
since time immemorial and is 
recognized by the legal and political 
structure of:

• Inherent rights and governing 
powers from the Creator;

• Anishinaabe Onaakonigewin;
• T2T Peacemaking;
• T2T Declaration on Lands, 

Waters and Resources;
• Two Row Wampum 1613;
• Royal Proclamation of 1763;
• Treaty of Niagara 1764;
• Nation to Nation Treaties 

pre1871;
• Treaty 2 1871
• Constitution Act 1982;
• Supreme Court of Canada;
• UNDRIP; and
• International Law.

Our structures provide legal and 
political recognition of Anishinaabe 
inherent rights and powers for 
self-determination, mandating the 
planning for the implementation 
of new fiscal relations, new fiscal 
arrangements and agreements with 
other governments respecting our 
jurisdiction and laws.

Treaty 2 Territory – As vaccination 
rates are increasing in our nations, 
the case count are slowly starting 
to subside. In Keeseekoowenin, 
where there was an outbreak earlier 
last month. Vaccination and social 
distancing has helped the nation 
recover slowly. 

As part of the pandemic recovery, 
mattress beds will be given out to all 
households in the nation to provide 
support with the overcrowding that 
is in all nations. Councillor Bradley 
Burns headed up this initiative with 
Covid funding provided to help all 
nations cope with the pandemic.

Leadership would like to thank 
all members for their help and 
cooperation in staying home and 
getting the vaccination when 
offered. FNT2T government will 
continue to support Keeseekoowenin 

and all FNT2T nations in the battle 
against the Covid 19 virus, to keep 
our nation and members safe. 
Please get your vaccine when 
available, so we can all be safe and 
healthy. by Scott Lynxleg, Internal/
External Keeper


