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Boozhoo! Good Day! We hope that everyone is well. FNT2T Life Long Learning 
is happy to announce that the Treaty 2 History (K-12) Learning Kits drafts are 
complete. They are currently now in graphic design mode, which takes time as 
well. The booklets became our focus this last year given the onset of Covid-19 
limiting and halting the ability to travel and visit communities because it was 
and is important to keep everyone safe.

Our Voice. Our Time.

Treaties & Treaty 2 History Learning
FNT2T Life Long Learning:

Treaty 2 Territory – Children, Families and Nation would like to be able to 
express their gratitude to the Women’s Council for being a “voice” through 
ongoing advocacy for our children, youth, and families.  The role of women 
in the protection of children, families and communities is central to the 
well-being of our Nation. 

more on page 2

more on page 8
more on page 3

For the drafted Treaty 2 Kit, there are 
currently 13 booklets ranging from 
50 to 70 pages. Each booklet follows 
a templated outline that offers Terms 
to Know, Prior Learning (for both 
educators and students), and lists of 

FNT2T Health and 
Wellbeing, and 
Natural Law

page 14

Peacemaking Circle meets with 
Justice Canada on Paving the Way

FNT2T Women’s Council A “Voice” in Advocacy 
for Our Children, Youth, and Families

Responding to 
Canada’s
Criminal Justice 
System page 3

Treaty 2 Territory – On April 20, 2021, the First Nations in the Treaty 2 Government 
held their regular meeting with the representatives of Justice Canada to discuss 
Peacemaking. The meeting included updates from the FNT2T team as well as 
updates from Canada. 

The discussion included the Onankonehkawin Law, the Loon and Crane Circles 
responsible for judicial processes, and the Calls to Justice in Reclaiming Power and 
Place: The Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. The Peacemaking team demonstrated that Peacemaking is not 
replicating the current justice system as that system is broken.

Education 
as an Act of 
ReconciliACTION

page 8

reliable learning resources. There are 
20-25 lessons per booklet depending 
on the level, but they were developed 
in a way that is mindful of identity 
so the first set of lessons focus on 
identity and community.
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On April 14, 2021, the FNT2T Knowledge 
Council met with the First Nations in 
Treaty 2 Territory Government Keepers. 
The Peacemaking Keeper presented 
an update on Peacemaking, the 
Onankonehkawin Law, and a FNT2T 
Circle (Court) process. The Peacemaking 
Keeper introduced the possibility of 
having a court system in the territory 
that focuses on healing. The Knowledge 
Council expressed they were supportive 
of Peacemaking and a circle process that 
focuses on wellness and healing.

During the meeting with the 
Knowledge Council, the Peacemaking 
Keeper provided an update on 
Peacemaking in the past few months. 
The Keeper expressed the need for a 
FNT2T Peacemaking Court that can be 
administered in the territory as the 
current court system is not working.

The current court system abides by rule 
of law and focuses on punishment. The 
Knowledge Keepers stated, “Punishment 
does not work for Anishinabek People. 
Our people need to heal.”
The Peacemaker expressed the need 
to hold Canadas accountable and push 
Canada to abide by their “Approach 
to Inherent Rights Policy”. This policy 

From there, lessons move into First 
Nations’ history, treaties, and finally, 
Treaty 2 history. However, many of 
the booklets also offer supplemental 
lessons on Indigenous role models, 
Indigenous Veterans, and residential 
schools.

In the development and writing 
process of the booklets, the Manitoba 
Education Social Studies K-12 
curriculum was also researched and 
reviewed in consideration of learning 
outcomes. Lessons were drafted 
from a First Nations’ perspective on 
the history and policy that led to 
the treaties while at the same time 
covering topics that meet provincial 
learning outcomes.

Each booklet emphasizes that our 
ancestors have been here since time 

FNT2T Knowledge Council Supportive
of a Healing Circle Process

Treaties & Treaty 2 History... from page 1

immemorial with their own 
stories and systems.

The kits will grow and 
evolve. As First Nations 
and Indigenous peoples 
continue to do the work of 
decolonization more ideas and 
changes will transpire as time 
passes. They will be living and 
breathing documents. And 
they will belong to the Local 
Nations of FNT2T.

For more information, contact 
FNT2T Main office in Dauphin. 
Miigwetch. Renew and 
revitalize.

Submitted By: Donna Beyer
Life Long Learning Keeper

states, “First Nations can negotiate 
to administration and enforcement 
of Aboriginal laws, including the 
establishment of Aboriginal courts or 
tribunals and the creation of offences 
of the type normally created by local 
or regional governments…”. It was 
expressed although Treaty 2 has our 
own Inherent Rights policy, we need to 
hold Canada accountable for what they 
bring to the table in negotiations.

The Peacemaking Keeper provided a 
few sceneries for a Peacemaking Court 
such as the Healing Court in the BC, the 
Gladue Courts in Ontario, and the Drug 
Treatment Courts in Manitoba. 

However, it will be at the direction of 
the Knowledge Council and Leadership 
to determine the appropriate Court 
that will work for their nation. The 
Peacemaking Keeper spoke to the fact 

that there is only one Aboriginal Justice 
Agreement in Canada, so entering into 
this agreement will be a first in Treaty 
2 Territory as well as Manitoba. The 
Knowledge Council supports moving 
towards a court that focuses on 
healing.

Submitted By: Chantell Barker, 
Restorative Peacemaking Operations 
Keeper
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Rooted in a legacy of colonialism, 
Canada continues to oppress Indigenous 
peoples in its institutions such as the 
criminal justice system. On January 21, 
2020, Correctional Investigator, Dr. Ivan 
Zinger reported that peoples account for 
5% of the general Canadian population, 
yet now make up more than 30% of 
federally sentenced inmates. 

Whereby there has been a decline in 
general inmate population over the 
past decade, the rate of incarcerated 
Indigenous inmates has increased 
by 43.4% (OCSI, 2020). Sadly, this 
is not a new phenomenon; injustice 
has been documented for decades. 
For example, The Aboriginal Justice 
Inquiry (1991), The Royal Commission 
on Aboriginal People (1996), and more 
recently, The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (2015), and the Inquiry 
into the epidemic of murdered and 
missing Indigenous women and girls 
(2019). These commissions report the 
problems, but also offer hundreds of 
recommendations to Canada and the 
public for how to correct the problem.

Canada is aware of the problem and 
the recommendations, so why does 
the problem persist? According to Dr. 
Zinger, the Canadian criminal justice 
system “seems impervious to change 
and unresponsive to the needs, histories 
and social realities behind high rates 
of Indigenous offending” (OCSI, 
2020). He went on to point out that 
Correctional Service Canada (CSC) has 
denied responsibility for Indigenous 
overrepresentation, and instead viewed 
CSC as being on the receiving end of 
the CJS; that is, CSC believes they have 
no contribution other than managing 
offenders who find themselves part of 
the system. He argues this is a long-
standing fallacy and that CSC makes 
a measurable contribution in the 

“Peacemaking is changing the landscape of 
justice and can be the model for the rest of 
turtle island.” -Grand Chief Eugene Eastman

The Peacemaking Keeper presented an 
update on Peacemaking and the progress 
to date on the Onankonehkawin Law. 
FNT2T informed Canada the sections 
on the Peacemaking Governing Circle, 
the Loon, and Crane Circle are near 
completion. The other 5 Circles will be 
completed when the nation engagements 
are completed as each community will be 
unique on how they want to administer 
their circles. The Peacemaking Keeper 
expressed the need for Peacemaking to 
address the intergenerational impacts 
of harm caused by colonization. The 
Peacemaking Keeper explained the Loon 
Circle will focus on healing plans and the 
recognition of the Gladue principles when 
reviewing healing plans.

Responding to Canada’s
Criminal Justice System

Peacemaking... from page 1
The National Inquiry into the Missing and 
Murdered Women and Girls was discussed 
and the importance of implementing the 
Calls to Justice in Peacemaking. Canada 
was notified that a sub-committee of 
Ikwe Keepers was created, and they will 
meet regularly to ensure the Calls to 
Justice are implemented in the 7 Circles 
of Peacemaking. FNT2T informed them 
there is a resolution from leadership 
that supports implementing the Calls to 
Justice.

The meeting between FNT2T and Canada 
was another step towards an Anishinaabe 
Peacemaking System. A Peacemaking 
system that recognizes Inherent rights 
and the self-government. Peacemaking 
is reclaiming the Anishinaabe practices 
by focusing on wellness, healing, and 
protecting the Nation.

Submitted By: Chantell Barker
Operations Keeper, Peacemaking

F N T 2 T  N E W S

continued failure to close the gap in 
outcomes for Indigenous compared to 
non-Indigenous counterparts.

Dr. Zinger declared the all-time high 
proportion of federally sentenced 
offenders “…indicates a deepening 
indigenization of Canada’s Correctional 
system” (OCSI, 2020). He suggested 
a more critical review of indigenized 
interventions is needed in order 
to address the gap in outcomes. 
Indigenization is the process of putting 
Aboriginal peoples into positions in the 
system where there would otherwise 
be non-Aboriginal peoples; in roles 
such as Aboriginal police officers, 
correctional officers, etc. (Dickson-
Guilmore & La Prairie, 2005). Palys et 
al., (2012) suggest the initial purpose 

of Indigenizing was so the criminal 
justice system would better understand 
and deal with Indigenous peoples 
more appropriately and so Indigenous 
peoples become more knowledgeable 
and receptive to the Canadian justice 
system. Lisa Monchalin is the first 
Indigenous woman in Canada to hold 
a PhD in Criminology and she says that 
indigenization “… makes room for 
them in the system without actually 
changing it” Monchalin, 2016, p. 267).

Another approach to addressing 
injustice for Indigenous peoples in 
Canada’s criminal justice system is 
decolonization. Decolonization is often 
described as the action or process of 
withdrawing from a former colony, or 
the dismantling of colonial systems. 

Although some sections of provincial 
and federal governments may utilize this 
terminology, they are not likely actively 
working to dismantle their systems or 
truly committed to enacting Indigenous 
sovereignty and self-determination.

The work of indigenization and 
decolonization belongs to colonial 
systems, wherein FNT2T visions our 
own Peacemaking System intending to 
heal and bring balance and harmony to 
our Nations. FNT2T Government does 
not indigenize or decolonize colonial 
systems, instead we are committed to 
Nation Building in Treaty 2 Territory.

Submitted By:  Jennifer Meixner, 
Restorative Peacemaking Policy Keeper
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Governing Council is 
comprised of the Chiefs 
Council and a Chairperson 
from each of the Knowledge, 
Men, Women and Youth 
Councils, it meets 4 times 
a year to provide direction 
to FNT2T, draft laws and 
resolutions to be presented 
to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Governing 
Council

F N T 2 T  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory, Assiniboine 
Community College – Parkland Campus 
– April 26, 2021

CANADIAN HISTORICAL TIMELINES
“99% of Canadians do not know
the Aboriginal peoples history,

90% of Aboriginal peoples
do not know their own history.”

– Waabskhi Masinazoot Michtaatim
Anishinaabe

Earth Lodge Keeper Allen Sutherland 
provided Anishinaabeg and Canadian 
history to the ACC/FNT2T Applied 
Carpentry class.

The students have learned that 
before contact with the newcomers, 
the First Nations of North America 
were self-sustaining societies with 
complex social, economic, and political 

Earth Lodge Keeper Allen Sutherland 
Teaches History

structures. A Timeline provides a graphic 
representation of the achievements, 
conflicts, high points, and low points 
of a complex and turbulent history. A 
Timeline helps students understand 
that First Nations peoples are strong and 
resilient, that the history of First Nations 
peoples is as old as the land itself, and 
that the struggle of First Nations people 
for their very survival, as well as for the 
protection and preservation of rights 
and resources, culture and language go 
back to time immemorial and continues 
to this day.

It is powerfully represented on a 
Timeline. It should be noted that many 
timelines chronicle the events in First 
Nations history or the relationships over 
time between First Nations.

Allen Sutherland (White Spotted Horse) 
creator of the Canadian Indigenous 

2 Territory with the Earth Lodge are 
rebuilding their Anishinaabeg Identity, 
Cultures, Wellness, Nationhood and 
a strong hope to reconcile the recent 
past and moving forward into the 
future. However, many challenges still 
exist today. Lifelong Learning such as 
knowing our Anishinaabeg history is 
a key to this progressive and positive 
change.

To learn more, please visit our website: 
Lodge.FNT2T.com

Historical Timeline says:

“The shared history between 
Indigenous peoples and European 
settlers is one of cultural disruption 
and missed opportunities. Generations 
of Indigenous peoples experienced 
profound, unsought, and irreversible 
changes in their cultural and family life 
as a result of colonization.

Many First Nations are working to 
change the cycles of abuse, the social 
and economic disruption, the loss of 
languages and the assimilation and lost 
of their cultures and identity.”

Anishinaabe today are building bridges 
of reconciliation and working to create 
educational communities where their 
children are respected, and their 
cultures are reflected and appreciated 
in Canadian society. First Nations Treaty 
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FNT2T Continues Talks with Canada on 
Peacemaking and the Inherent Right to Govern

FNT2T Knowledge Council Adopts Resolutions
EARTH LODGE

On April 6, 2021, the Treaty 2 Territory 
(FNT2T) government continued talks 
with Canada regarding Peacemaking, 
the Peacemaking Work Plan 2021-
2022, and Canada’s recognition of First 
Nation’s Inherent right to govern. FNT2T 
provided an update on the progress to 
date including new team members.

The work plan was presented for 
the upcoming year which includes 
community engagements and 
capacity building. Lastly, Canada’s 
representatives discussed Canada’s 
approach to implement the inherent 
right thier self-government policy.  
FNT2T reminded Canada that they will 
not be following Canada’s one way 
policy during this process.

“It’s time after 150 years, our inherent 
right to govern ourselves is by ourselves”, 
Government of FNT2T.

The meeting began with updates 
including introducing the new team 
members, Jennifer Meixner and Kim 
McPherson, and their impressive 
expertise they bring to the table. FNT2T 
and Canada discussed a new way of 
moving forward (formerly known as 
a Aboriginal Justice Agreement) and 
the need to proceed with Peacemaking 
while leading up to negotiations with 
the Governing Council and Canada’s 

April 14, 2021 – MS Teams. Earth Lodge updated FNT2T Knowledge Council on Earth Lodge 2021 Workplan. Two 
Motions was presented and Adopted:

Motion: 2021-04-14-002 – Accreditation, Peacemaking Program

To accredit the Peacemaking training program at the Earth Lodge that includes the Onankonehkawin (Law) and 
the Peacemaking seven circles including; Bizhiw (Lynx), Waawaashkeshi (Deer), Migizi (Eagle), Mikinaak (Turtle), 
Makwa (bear), Mahng (Loon), and Ahjijawk (Crane).

Motion: 2021-04-14-003 – Anishinaabe Traditional Territory Land Use

To have the Care and Protection of the Natural World and T2T Earth Lodge 
to facilitate the Anishinaabe Traditional Territory Use within the Treaty 2 
Territory and support any local Nation that is working on their Land Use 
Survey

Allen Sutherland, Earth Lodge Keeper

Ministers. FNT2T explained that there is 
a lot of work that needs to be completed 
to make Peacemaking a high-quality 
functioning system. Therefore, as 
discussions continue, FNT2T will move 
forward with the creation of a territorial 
Peacemaking System. FNT2T updated 
Canada on the Onankonehkawin Law 
and informed Canada that leadership 
from the councils are involved in 
the development and review of 
Onankonehkawin.  Chief Cameron 
Cactheway, Skownan Anishinaabe is the 
Niigaanii for the Peacemaking Circle.

FNT2T presented the work plan for 
the upcoming year which includes 
engagements, capacity building 
and building the Peacemaking Circle 
(replacement of Canada’s court system 
in T2T) . They were informed that nation 

engagements are beginning this month 
and will include community and urban 
sessions. The engagement sessions are 
critical in ensuring that the grassroots 
people have a voice, and they are part of 
the process. Historically, the Anishinaabe 
Nation people had systems enforced on 
them and FNT2T does not want to repeat 
that mistake. Peacemaking recognizes 
that all is connected; the hurt of one is 
the hurt of all, and honour of one is the 
honour of all. Upon completion of the 
engagements, the positions, policies, 
and procedures for the Lynx, Deer, and 
Eagle Circles will be documented.

Canada’s representatives discussed 
Canada’s approach to implement the 
inherent rights to self-government. They 
provided information regarding what 
the limitations and opportunities are 

regarding the Peacemaking Agreement. 
The Peacemaking Circle (Court system) 
was discussed and the functions of the 
Peacemaking Governing Circle. The 
goal for Canada and FNT2T is to work 
collaboratively on the next steps.

In conclusion, the meeting between 
FNT2T and Canada was productive 
and hopeful that the next steps will 
be completed and be supported by 
both governments (FNT2T/Canada). It 
was stated that FNT2T’s Peacemaking 
System can be a model for the rest of 
Canada as it focuses on healing and 
wellness. The current system that is 
based on punishment has failed the 
original people of turtle island.

Chantell Barker
Peacemaking Keeper
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FNT2T government circles met 
with the leadership of Little 
Saskatchewan First Nation at the 
Dauphin Government office to give 
an update to the leadership in each 
circle. All circle keepers gave an 
update to the leadership on what is 
going on in their circle.

Circle updates were given from 
Lifelong Learning, Earth Lodge, 
Peacekeeping, Natural World, 
Canada Table and Children and 
Families Nation. The leadership 

FNT2T Circles update Little Saskatchewan Leadership 
on Law Development and Nation Engagement

asked many questions on law 
development and engagement. 
Leadership informed FNT2T that 
we need to develop our own 
local nation laws with member 
involvement. FNT2T circles will be 
starting to engage in each nation 
on law development in the areas 
of Children and Families Nation and 
Peacemaking Circle.

These engagement sessions will 
be in the local nations for member 
input. There will be more than one 

engagement session to get more 
input from the members when 
developing the laws. 

Covid safety protocols will be 
in place to provide safety to all 
who attend the engagement 
sessions. Please look for upcoming 
notifications of the upcoming 
engagement sessions in each local 
nation. FNT2T will continue to work 
with Little Saskatchewan and the 
members moving forward in law 
development.

For more information, please visit 
our website: www.fnt2t.com or our 
facebook page. Miigwetch.

Scott Lynxleg, Internal/External 
Keeper – Dauphin

NATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Grand Council 
comprised of FNT2T 
Membership, meets 
annually to discuss 
current collective 

business, pass 
resolutions and vote 

on laws.

Grand
Council

F N T 2 T  N E W S

As the ice starts to recede from our 
waterways we anticipate the arrival 
of the various Giigoohnag into our 
tributaries just as our ancestors 
have for thousands of years. Our 
members will make the pilgrimage 
to the various tributaries just to check 
which species has arrived.

Our members will take Namebin 
(suckers) for the famous suckerhead 
soup and can the rest to be put away 
for later enjoyment. The ginoozheg 
(jackfish) will be milked for their 
eggs (our caviar) to be fried up and 
served with some hot bannock. And 
then the tasty ogaa-ag (Pickerel/
Walleye), which is a feast we wait for 
every spring.

Sadly for us, this time of year also 
brings increased enforcement 

Spring Spawn in Treaty 2 Territory
efforts by provincial conservation 
officers, which our members consider 
is increased harassment of our 
membership. Treaty 2 has made 
efforts to improve the relationship 
between our government and 
provincial representatives but 
this current administration has 
withdrawn from a process that was 
years in the making. Treaty 2 remains 
committed to open dialogue but 
we will not relinquish the inherent 
right we possess to our lands and 
resources.

And we also encourage our members 
to uphold their honour and 
remember what we take to today we 
borrow from our grandchildren. We 
further encourage our members to 
use gwaashkwebijiganaatig (fishing 
rods) and to refrain from using 
asabiig (nets) in our waterways.

Sadly it is not only us that face hate 
and resentment for exercising our 
inherent rights to our lands and 
resources. Our Anishinaabe brothers 
and sisters from the Great Lakes area 
to south also face similar harassment 
and produced the following video, 
please watch and pass on to others.

Miigwetch and enjoy what the gizhe-
manidoo gave us to use, to look after 
and to protect.

https://youtu.be/7D67IQegyBc

• Ron Missyabit, NW Circle Keeper
• Shawn Gurke, Mapping/GIS 

Helper Helper
• Ron Missyabit, NW Circle Keeper
• Shawn Gurke, Mapping/GIS 

Helper Helper

NATURAL WORLD
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In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada (TRC) released 
its final report, complete with 94 
Calls to Action that included action 
on education for reconciliation. I 
wrote about the 94 Calls to Action in 
my previous blog so I thought that 
I should continue and talk about 
the action piece, more specifically 
addressed to parents and educators.

What is truth? What is reconciliation? 
What is ReconciliACTION?  It is a personal 
look at what we know, what we don’t 
know, and what we need to do to move 
forward in a good way. It means we 
go beyond guilt, shame, and anger to 
create learning spaces and opportunities 
where our children and youth can grow 
together as healthy citizens. Truth 
and reconciliation in an educational 
context requires parents, educators, 
administrators, and organizations like 
FNT2T to make a concerted effort to 
ensure that our children, youth and 
communities thrive. It involves a lot 
of trust, humility and risk-taking in 
pushing the boundaries of learning, 
by making earth-based teaching and 

Education as an Act of ReconciliACTION
MESSAGE FROM ‘THE EARTH LODGE’

and Métis children attended Indian 
residential school with very detrimental 
effects to our people.

One hundred percent of Indigenous 
peoples have been affected by the 
legacy of residential schools in some 
way, whether through loss of culture, 
loss of language, dislocation from 
families and communities, and/or being 
the subjects of racism. For some – and 
for far too many – these traumatic 
and  life-altering events manifested as 
long-term diseases best described as 
dysfunction, addiction, and/or chronic 
illness.

Each Indigenous family in Canada 
has a story to tell about the effects of 
residential schools and colonial history 
in their lives.  Our shared experiences 
of life, death, loss, hope, sadness, and 
happiness are among the many living 
stories revealed through the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada 
(TRC) process. On June 3, 2015, when 
the TRC released its final report, I sat in 
my home relieved that the truth of what 
really happened to Indigenous children 

learning a foundation of our programs 
and initiatives. Truth and reconciliation 
are necessary if we are to move forward 
and provide the best education possible 
for our children and youth and the many 
generations to follow. I will focus on 
background information on: Residential 
Schools, The Indian Act and Treaties.

Residential Schools and the Indian Act

Indian Residential Schools

Indian residential schools operated in 
Canada between the 1870s and the 
1990s. The last Indian residential school 
closed in 1996 in Saskatchewan, so it 
really hasn’t been that long. Children 
between the ages of 4-16 attended 
Indian residential school. It is estimated 
that over 150,000 Indian, Inuit, 

more on page 9

The CFN team will begin engagement 
sessions, regarding the Children, 
Families and Nation Draft Law 
Development. We recognize that it is of 
utmost importance to capture feedback 
from the members of each Local Nation. 
Keep an eye out for Posters on when a 
session will take place in your home 
Nation.

We look forward to engaging with you 
in the very near future.

CFN Team, Lois, John, Desiree, Savannah, 
and Dakota.

FNT2T Women’s Council... from page 1

THE BENTWOOD BOX: CARVED BY COAST SALISH ARTIST LUKE MARSTON, THE 
TRC BENTWOOD BOX IS A LASTING TRIBUTE TO ALL INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 
SURVIVORS. THE BOX TRAVELLED WITH THE TRC TO ALL OF ITS OFFICIAL EVENTS.
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Chiefs Council is comprised 
of a Chief/Headman from 
each Local Nation within 
FNT2T, they are mandated 
to protect Inherent and 
Treaty Rights and ensure 
implementation of Treaty.Chiefs

Council

F N T 2 T  N E W S
here in Canada was finally being heard.  
It’s now time for that truth to be told, to 
understand the injustice and to heal as 
a people.

Fear and discomfort are the reasons 
educators and families cite most in 
their reluctance to teach about the 
history of Indian Residential Schools 
(IRS).  We are all concerned about 
the sensitive nature of the topic of 
residential schools and their effects. 
Having the appropriate resources 
and training to respond to the Call to 
Action and teach this topic in schools is 
critical. Although I am not a survivor of 
a residential school, I am a person who 
has experienced the intergenerational 
effects. This Call to Action would benefit 
from implementing school programs 
to share that history and by harnessing 
the power of story. It can connect us to 
the lives of these survivors by building a 
bridge that transcends history and time. 
I believe the voices of residential-school 
survivors are fundamental in guiding 
the way by telling their stories.

The Indian Act of 1876

The Indian Act of 1876 is a piece of 
legislation created for the purposes of 
subjugating Indigenous peoples (First 
Nations & Indigenous Studies, UBC 
2017). It framed the way that non-
Indigenous Canadians would ultimately 
view and treat the First Peoples of 
this land. Although it has undergone 
several amendments, its effects still 
resonate in negative ways in Indigenous 
communities today (Joseph 2017). It is a 
living document with systemic inequity, 
racism, and sexism built into it.

Among its many provisions, the Indian 
Act:

1-created reserves and then forced 
Indigenous peoples to get permission 
from the Indian Agent to leave those 
reserves.

2-enforced an unfair permit system on 
reserves for those who wanted to farm 
and sell their goods and regulated the 
cutting of firewood for home use.

3- ensured that reserve lands had no 
value, and that Indigenous peoples 
could not own the land, only occupy it, 
and therefore could not receive loans for 
development.

4- expropriated reserve lands for the 
use of non-Indigenous municipalities, 
businesses, and citizens. In some cases, 
whole communities were relocated as a 
result.

5- outlawed traditions, ceremonies, and 
languages, and introduced residential 
schools

6- forced those who wanted to go to 
university to enfranchise (or give up 
their status/identity/rights).

7- imposed divisive band council election 
systems and denied communities the 
right to form political organizations.

8- registered all those identified as 
“Indians” and Inuit by assigning 
European names (often French or British 
in origin).

9- denied Indigenous peoples the 
right to vote in provincial and federal 
elections.

10- took away First Nations status/
identity/rights of Indigenous women 

who married non-Indigenous men 
but gave First Nations status/identity/
rights to non-Indigenous women who 
married Indigenous men. This provision 
displaced entire generations of children 
and families.

If you notice, reserves are typically 
located away from towns and cities, 
often on lands of lower quality. This 
approach was highly intentional, 
isolating Indigenous peoples and 
making them invisible to the public. 
Meanwhile governments, corporations, 
and non-Indigenous Canadians retained 
the best lands and resources, enabling 
them to prosper over the last 140-plus 
years. According to the TRC’s final report, 
the Indian Act and its provisions creating 
reserves and their third world conditions 
were hurting entire generations of First 
Peoples (TRC 2015).

The negative effects of the Indian Act 
continue to be loss of language, culture, 
health, andvlife, along with lower 
educational attainment. For example, 
Indigenous peoples have the highest 
rates of diabetes, lower graduation 
rates and participation in STEM fields, 
and the highest rates of suicide and 
incarceration. 

The positive outcomes include the 
strengths of Indigenous peoples, whose 
resiliency resulted in newfound hope. 
For example, the Seven Fires Prophecies 
predicted that Indigenous youth would 
one day seek out traditions and lead us, 
as they are doing today.

Spirituality and healing, in both the 
resurgence of traditional ceremonies 
and the legitimacy of traditional 
knowledge (including environmental 
knowledge) to understand and heal 

the Earth from climate change, are also 
sources of hope.

Conclusion

When I went to school and university, 
little or nothing was taught about who 
Indigenous peoples are, their history, 
teachings or the contributions to the 
world. Fast forward to today, some four 
decades later, I find myself witnessing a 
movement, a huge shift in thinking.  It 
is often overwhelming for me to think 
that all students (regardless of ancestry) 
are beginning to learn about the truth, 
diversity, and beauty of Indigenous 
nations.

This learning has always been a crucial 
step in promoting understanding 
and building relationships between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. 
I am so moved by the fact that we all 
now will have the opportunity to stand 
proud when our contributions become 
common knowledge for all. The 94 Calls 
to Action in the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada (TRC) final report 
provide practical recommendations for 
education for ‘ReconciliACTION’.

Renée McGurry
Earth Lodge Development Helper

Scan the code to learn more
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Chiefs Council is 
comprised of a Chief/
Headman from each 

Local Nation, it is 
mandated to protect 
Inherent Rights and 

ensure Implementation 
of the Treaty.

Chiefs
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – On Sunday April 
11, 2021 – Care and Protection of the 
Natural World Keepers were honoured 
to be welcomed to the home of Louis 
Malcolm. We spent 8 hours learning from 
Louis about the process of collecting 
and processing Maple Sap into syrup. 
During the day we documented Louis’ 
knowledge using video cameras.

The following is a short preview of 
a longer presentation currently in 
postproduction. This first documentary 
produced by CPNWC Staff will take a 
little longer to make final cut as we fine 
tune our postproduction workflow.

Louis Malcolm, Knowledge Keeper

Making Maple Syrup

CIRCLES NEWS
NATURAL WORLD

Watch for this – and more content from 
Care and Protection of the Natural World 
Staff as we seek out Knowledge from 
the keepers of Treaty 2 Territory in the 
coming months as part of our Climate 
Adaptation Project. We hope you will 
enjoy learning along with us.

Scan the code
to watch the video
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Men Council is 
comprised of one 

appointed member 
from each Local Nation, 

it advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding life long 
learning, justice, 

peacekeeping and other 
matters.

Men
Council

Good Day! We hope that everyone is 
safe and well. Recently, I saw a quote 
that said: “In one school year, children 
spend around 900 hours at school and 
7800 hours at home so which teacher 
should be more accountable?” A relation 
of mine responded to this by saying 
she couldn’t have been doing too well 
then, especially since she’s been pulling 
“double duty over the past year” being 
mom AND teacher due to Covid. I 
thought about her statement.

This is a mom who has two beautiful 
daughters. This is a mom who fishes. 
This is a mom who beads. This is a mom 
who dances Traditional Women’s. This 
is a mom who works a full-time job. 
This is a mom who, now, is a full-time 
Master’s student. She posts pictures of 
herself doing her school work with her 
two daughters seated beside her doing 
their school work. She posts pictures 
of her daughters playing outside with 
their cousins. She posts pictures of her 
daughters with their grandparents. She 
posts pictures of her daughters fishing. 
She posts pictures of her daughters 
picking berries and medicines. She posts 
pictures of her daughters learning from 
their cousins and family on the land. She 
posts pictures of her daughters in their 
jingle dresses.

I told her: You’re an amazing mother. 
Children learn on the land. They learn 

Education at Home
CIRCLES NEWS

LIFE LONG LEARNING

much learning. The most important 
is reconnecting to the land. And if 
possible, the language. Our ancestors 
knew science, botany, anatomy, biology, 
ecosystems, math, and much more. 
All of these existed in their systems of 
knowledge. And the learning took place 
together out on the land.

So let’s try not to worry too much about 
Western standards of learning and 
education. They aren’t going anywhere. 

They’ll always be here. And 
children are resilient, as are we, 
so don’t be hard on yourself. Take 
this time to get back to the land 
and the language in ways that 
are available to you because 
education isn’t only a classroom.

For more on what our Life 
Long Learning Circle is doing, 
please check out our website at: 
http://lifelonglearning.fnt2t.
com/fnt2t-life-long-learning-
education-at-home/ Renew 
and revitalize. Miigwetch.

By: Donna Beyer, LLL Keeper

from their grandparents, their aunts 
and uncles, their cousins, and their 
community. They’re learning even 
when we think they’re not because 
they are watching and observing. And 
your daughters see you. They see you 
going to work and to school. They 
see you beading, dancing, laughing, 
visiting, fishing, and picking. Your girls 
are getting a beautiful, well-rounded 
education. One that can’t be replicated 
in a classroom because education isn’t 
only a classroom.

While many might feel like 
the past year has been a loss 
of “classroom time” and young 
people will be “behind” after 
this year, it’s important to 
remember that children learn 
at home too (even without 
homework packages). It’s 
been a very difficult year, but 
it was also an opportunity to 
reconnect with many things 
including learning at home 
and on the land. And with the 
onset of a third wave, there is 
still time.

We often tend to measure 
children’s learning by Western 
standards. While we value 
Western education and we 
strive to balance it with our 
ways, we remain cognizant that 

it is not the only way.

Take that little one out on the land for 
a walk. Identify the trees, flowers, birds, 
and animals. Ask him or her to research 
the names of any unknown trees, 
flowers, birds, or animals. Ask him or her 
to find the Anishinaabemowin names of 
them. Ask him or her to retell the story 
of the walk. Write it down or record it.

One seemingly simple walk has so 
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On March 10, 2021 – Treaty 2 Territory

Knowledge Council reviewed and adopted 
the new name, logo and concept of Earth 
Lodge:

MOTION 2021-03-10-003

To support the naming of our FNT2T LLL 
Lodge to FNT2T Earth Lodge and expand 
from LLL to the four pillars (Language/
Culture, Wellbeing, Lifelong Learning and 
Nation Building) and to work with with 
our Seven Councils, Seven Circles and Local 
Nations.

Regarding the Name and Logo:

Spirit Turtle flies over the Earth and watches 
over the Anishinaabe.

The stars represent the Seven Grandfathers 
that provides the Seven Grandfather 
Spiritual Laws to guide the Anishinaabe to 
look after Aki and our homelands.

Grandfather Mikinaak that will represent 
the Earth Lodge teaches:      

TRUTH  “Debwewin”  (The heart is telling the 
truth) 

Mikinaak is said to have been present 
when Gizhi Manidoo created us so that we 
would never lose our teachings. Always 
seek truth. The truth lies in spirit. The spirit 
is in your heart. It is when we live truth 
that we will know peace and find the truth 
of our humanity. Slow moving Mikinaak 
understands that the journey of life is as 

Lighting The 8th Fire

CIRCLES NEWS
NATURAL WORLD

• Leadership
• Integrated Development
• “Wii sagase’ idim”
• “They are going to smoke.”

Referencing that they were going to gather, 
smoke their pipes and talk about things of 
great importance.

The Earth Lodge is based on the Anishinaabek 
Traditional Lodge (Long Lodge Ceremony). 
It is structure and all that flows from it is 
based upon the natural laws of creation, for 
example: traditional forms of government, 
social framework, ways of learning, 
communication, language, relationship 
with the land, medicine, health, law, peace, 
protection, history, artistic expression, and 
freedom. It is about to provide a good life for 
our people, Mino-Bimaadiziwin, as was the 
intent from our ancestors. The Earth Lodge 
is the center of all thought, planning, and 
action. The Earth Lodge will be reflective 
of best practices from our Ancestors and 
today’s world.

CULTURE
• The Seven Principles of Anishinaabe
• Mino Bimaadiziwin
• WELLBEING
• The Seven Grandfather Teachings
•  LIFELONG LEARNING
•  The Seven Generational Learning

NATIONHOOD
The First Written Laws (Constitutions, Seven 
Steps to Rebuilding (Our Nations), The Great 
Binding Law) (Allen Sutherland)

Earth Lodge Guest: 
Isaac Murdoch

important as the destination.

The teaching of Truth is especially important 
for the leaders of our Nations. Our 
motherland is referred to as Turtle Island. 
To know and live truth is to walk and live 
all the Seven Grandfather Spiritual Laws. 
Living truth means living in the spirit of 
Respect, Love, Humility, Courage, Honesty, 
Wisdom, and Truth that binds it all together. 
It is when we live truth that we will know 
peace and find the truth of our humanity. 
When one can walk the spirit of these Seven 
Grandfather Teachings is when one becomes 
truly free, it is then that one receives the full 
support of the universe, and the forces of the 
Earth itself.

In our Clan system of our Ancient past, the 

Fish/Turtle Clan purpose: Between the 
two Chief Clans was the principle from the 
Fish Clan and the Sub Clan is the Turtle for 
our Territory. The people of the Turtle Clan 
were the teachers and scholars. It is their 
job to teach people about their past, tell 
stories, pass on values and beliefs from one 
generation to another. They helped children 
develop skills and healthy spirits. They also 
drew on their knowledge to solve disputes 
between the leaders. They are the wise 
people. They also look after the Earth.

Being part of the Earth Lodge, they are:
• Philosophers
• Mediators
• Teachers/Advisors
• Vision
• Program Planning/Design
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“The United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is the 
framework for reconciliation at all levels 
and across all sectors of society.”

The Declaration was developed on 
September 13, 2007, through a multi-
decade process of negotiation at the 
United Nations. What’s important to 
note, is that the Declaration was the first 
international human rights instrument 
developed through the direct participation 
of the rights holders themselves.

Indigenous leaders and advocates 
from around the world worked 
with representatives of national 
governments to craft the content of 
theDeclaration. As a result, the articles in 
theDeclarationrepresent the real-world 
experiences and needs of Indigenous 
peoples.

The Declaration is wide-ranging, addressing 
rights to culture, language, education, 
justice and lands, among others, as well 
as protection from discrimination and 
forced assimilation. A key thread through 
the entire Declaration is the right to self-
determination – the right of Indigenous 
peoples to make decisions for themselves, 
free from the imposition of programs and 
policies that would threaten their cultures 
and identities.

Sixteen of the TRC’s Calls to Action call for 
implementation of the UN Declaration 
including through measures such as public 
education and professional training.

In December 2020, the Government 
of Canada introduced legislation to 
implement the Declaration. If passed by 
Parliament, the legislation will provide 
a roadmap for the Government and 
Indigenous peoples to work together to 
fully implement the Declaration.

“I remain strongly convinced of the 
potential for the UN Declaration to be the 
framework for reconciliation; as a set of 
standards created by Indigenous peoples 
for Indigenous peoples, and as a reminder 
to nation-states like Canada, that we are 
still here, and we not only deserve but 
we demand the rights that have been 
denied us for so long.” Romeo Saganash, 
residential school Survivor and former 
Member of Parliament

The creation of the Declaration was an act 
of reconciliation

The Declaration was adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly on September 
13, 2007 as the minimum global standard 

United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

LIFE LONG LEARNING

for “the survival, dignity and well-being” of 
all Indigenous peoples, everywhere in the 
world.

The Declaration was created through the 
direct involvement of Indigenous leaders 
and advocates from around the world. 
This makes it the first international human 
rights instrument developed through the 
direct participation of the rights holders 
themselves. In this way, the creation and 
adoption of the Declaration can be seen as 
an act of reconciliation.

The Declaration repeatedly underlines 
the importance of states working in 
partnership with Indigenous peoples in 
a spirit of mutual respect. The opening 
section of the Declaration, its preamble, 
includes the statement that “recognition 
of the rights of Indigenous peoples will 
enhance harmonious and cooperative 
relations.” The last line of the preamble 
proclaims the Declaration “as a standard 
of achievement to be pursued in a spirit of 
partnership and mutual respect.

The significance of the UN Declaration

The many different articles or provisions 
that make up the Declaration are varied, 
detailed, and wide-ranging. This reflects 
the diversity of Indigenous peoples around 
the world and their values, experiences, 

urgent needs and visions for the future.

The Declaration address issues such as 
culture, spirituality, language, education, 
justice, lands and resources, equality, 
protection from discrimination and 
forced assimilation, and the right to self-
determination, including self-government.

The Declaration builds on other human 
rights instruments that came before 
it, such as the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the Convention on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 
the Declaration. The Declaration stands 
out for its attention to the human rights 
of Indigenous individuals as well as the 
collective human rights of Indigenous 
peoples as distinct Nations or societies.

THERE ARE 3 THEMES CENTRAL TO 
RECONCILIATION THAT RUN THROUGH THE 
ARTICLES OF UNDRIP

The first theme: Racism and Discrimination

The first theme is confronting racism and 
discrimination, including recognizing the 
inherent dignity and worth of Indigenous 
peoples and individuals.

The preamble to the Declaration denounces 
“all doctrines, policies and practices” of 
racial superiority. Article 2 states that 

Indigenous peoples and individuals “are 
free and equal to all other peoples and 
individuals and have the right to be free 
from any kind of discrimination.” Article 
15 states that the “dignity and diversity” of 
Indigenous “cultures, traditions, histories 
and aspirations… shall be appropriately 
reflected in education and public 
information.”

The second theme: Protection from Forced 
Assimilation and Destruction of Culture

Second, the Declaration denounces and 
provides protection against many of the 
worst human rights violations that have 
been carried out against Indigenous 
peoples around the world, including the 
abuses associated with Canada’s residential 
school system.

Article 8 states that “Indigenous peoples 
and individuals have the right not to 
be subjected to forced assimilation or 
destruction of their culture.” Article 10 
states that Indigenous peoples “shall not 
be forcibly removed from their lands or 
territories.”

The third theme: Self-determination

Third, the Declaration requires states to 
work with Indigenous peoples to undo the 
harm caused by colonialism, racism and 
assimilationist laws and policies.

Article 3 affirms the right of Indigenous 
peoples to make their own decisions about 
their own lives and futures. This right to 
self-determination is a critical thread 
throughout the entire Declaration.

Article 12 addresses the return of 
ceremonial objects and human remains. 
Article 13 calls for measures to revitalize 
Indigenous languages. Article 14 deals 
with education in Indigenous peoples’ 
own cultures and languages. Article 22 
calls for “particular attention to the rights 
and special needs of indigenous elders, 
women, youth, children and persons with 
disabilities.” Article 27 calls for fair and 
effective settlement of disputes related to 
Indigenous land rights.

The power of the UN Declaration in Canada

United Nations human rights declarations 
represent solemn commitments made 
by the international community. In 
Canada, there is a clear expectation that 
all levels of government will honour such 
commitments.

more on page 15
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Treaty 2 Territory – There has been a lot 
of focus, work and learning this week 
and last week as the FNT2T Health and 
Wellbeing Keeper started orientation 
and transitioning into this important 
role to support the Circle.

In the near future, the goal is to support 
and assist the development of Mino 
Bimaadiziiwin (The Good Life) Inherent 
Law-making to restore and implement 
jurisdiction over health in Treaty 2 
Traditional Territory as has been since 
time immemorial. The Health and 
Wellbeing Circle has a lot of exciting 
work ahead to seek authority, guidance 
and direction from the Treaty 2 Territory, 
Councils, Circles, Local Nations and 
health experts to restore health and 
well-being of citizens and create the 
Mino Bimaadiziiwn Inherent and 
Ancestral Law.

Highlights of the Keeper’s work included 
introductions and observing the 
following meetings of FNT2T with:

• The Women and Knowledge 
Councils

• Canada regarding Peace Keeping, 
the Recognition of Indigenous 
Rights and Self-Determination

• Nation to Nation with the 
Anishinabek Nation and

• Internal meetings with the 
Lead Keeper, Policy Keeper and 
Governance Keeper.

Attending these meetings will help to 
guide the work ahead to ensure the 
Circle lines up with the Government 
of FNT2T’s governance structure and 
protocols and to interconnect with the 
other Circles’ law development and 

FNT2T Health and Wellbeing, and Natural Law
HEALTH AND WELLBEING

CIRCLES NEWS

workplans.  Health and wellbeing is 
directly and indirectly impacted by the 
Social Determinants of Health and all 
Circles have a component in restoring 
the health and wellbeing of Treaty 2 
Territory citizens.

A multi-year workplan for the Health 
and Wellbeing Circle was drafted and 
will be reviewed by the Governance 
Keeper, the Policy Keeper and the Lead 
Keeper and finally the Women’s Council 
and other Councils. This is in line with 
FNT2T vetting processes.  A draft budget 

will be developed to ensure enough 
resources are available to implement 
the workplan. Some of the workplan 
strategic priorities and activities in 
drafting the Mino Bimaadiziiwin 
Inherent Law may include:

• Establish formal agreements and 
arrangements with governments 
and partners

• FNT2T and Local Nation 
engagement

• Develop options on co-developed 
health legislation

• Explore a Treaty 2 Territory health 
governance and health entity

• Develop a Treaty 2 Territory Health 
and Social Data and Information 
Sovereignty Framework

• Establish a Treaty 2 Medicine 
Health and Wellbeing Advisory 
Team and

• Develop and implement a 
communication strategy

The workplan and actions will support 
the resolutions, goals, objectives and 
direction of the Government of First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory to:

• Practice and protect the use of 
traditional medicine

• Practice and protect traditional 
healing practices

• Achieving equitable standards and 
quality life to other Canadians

• Cultural and language restoration
• Bridge the gap between 

Anishinaabe and Western belief 
systems

• Respect diversity of Local Treaty 2 
Territory Nations

• Unify Local Nations and FNT2T 
through sports and recreation

• Bridge the gap between FNT2T, 
Local Nations and service providers 
on the transformation and 
transition to a unified governance 
structure.

• Interconnect objectives and goals 
with other FNT2T Circles

The Health and Wellbeing Keeper looks 
forward to the journey ahead.

Miigwech, Kim McPherson
Policy Keeper
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Falconers presented a snapshot on 
what other nations are doing across 
Turtle Island. There was discussion 
on the RCMP failing the First Nation 
people and the need for a new way 
of Peacekeeping.

FNT2T’s Peacemaking model 
includes the Makwa Circle as they 
are responsible for Peacekeeping. 
There was discussion on the need 
for a Peacekeeping service that 
will support FNT2T’s Peacemaking 
structure. FNT2T informed Falconers 
that this initiative will be grassroot 
driven and will include Nation 
engagements. Falconers were 
informed that engagements are 
starting this month and a report  
will be provided to leadership 
for feedback and approval. Once 
the report is approved, it will be 
forwarded to Falconers to review and 

FNT2T and Falconers Meet on Peacekeeping
and the Future of Policing

United Nations... from page 13

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

In fact, courts and human rights tribunals 
take these commitments so seriously that 
they often use human rights declarations to 
help interpret and apply federal, provincial 
and territorial laws. The UN Declaration 
has already been used in exactly that way, 
including in the federal court and Human 
Rights Tribunal hearings related to First 
Nations child and family services.

In December 2020, the federal government 
began the process of adopting a new law 
to implement the UN Declaration. Bill C-15, 
which still has to be passed by the House 
of Commons and Senate, calls for the 
Declaration to be implemented through 
a plan jointly developed with Indigenous 
peoples.

The Bill states that the implementation 
plan must include measures to “address 
injustices, combat prejudice and eliminate 
all forms of violence and discrimination, 
including systemic discrimination, against 
Indigenous peoples and Indigenous elders, 
youth, children, women, men, persons 

with disabilities and gender-diverse 
persons and two-spirit persons.”

Bill C-15 also refers to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 
Call to Action for all federal, provincial 
and municipal governments to fully adopt 
and implement the Declaration as the 
framework for reconciliation.

Putting the UN Declaration into action

The UN Declaration is the foundation for 
reconciliation. Indigenous peoples are 
promoting the health and well-being 
of their families and communities, by 
revitalizing and practicing their own 
traditions. The UN Declaration requires 
recognition and support for these efforts.

As the TRC set out in its Calls to Action, 
all levels of governments, plus many 
institutions such as schools and 
corporations, have a role to play in putting 
the UN Declaration into action. This includes 
working with Indigenous peoples to ensure 

policies and practices are consistent with 
the UN Declaration.

The adoption of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP) was the result and 
highlight of many years of work. For the 
approximately 370 million indigenous 
peoples in some 90 countries around 
the world, UNDRIP is an expression 
of their rights and place in the global 
community.

The cultural and linguistic heritage of 

indigenous peoples contributes to the 
world’s diversity. Their knowledge and 
practices have enhanced respect for the 
environment and the natural resources of 
the world’s communities, food security, 
health and education. Indigenous peoples’ 
knowledge of traditional medicines, for 
example, has contributed immensely to 
protecting the health of both indigenous 
and non- indigenous peoples.

UNDRIP is the most advanced and 
comprehensive Declaration on indigenous 
peoples’ rights.

create a Peacekeeping System based 
on the needs of the Nation.

Moving forward, FNT2T will meet 
with leadership on next steps. It is 
important that the grassroot people, 
leadership, and our Circles are involved 
in the process. Falconers informed 
FNT2T that there several possible ways 
to approach Peacekeeping. 

One thing that stood in the meeting 
was finding out that Canada’s First 
Nations Policing Policy prohibits First 
Nations from including legal costs in 
the agreementz It was frustrating to 
hear that Canada’s is still using tactics 
from the early 1900’s.

On a positive note, the meeting was 
encouraging as we move forward 
with creating our own FNT2T 
Peacekeeping System.

On Friday, April 9, 2021, the First Nations in the Treaty 2 Territory (FNT2T) Government hosted a meeting with Falconers LLP 
to discuss Policing issues and possibilities for Peacekeeping in Treaty 2 territory. FNT2T presented the Peacemaking vision and 
framework.

Submitted By: Chantell Barker, Restorative Peacemaking Operations Keeper
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more on page 17

Youth Council is comprised 
of one appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding sports, 

recreation and games, 
with one representative 

to attend all Council 
meetings.

Youth 
Council

The Ikwewaag Council met 
Wednesday 7 April 2021 to engage 
in a democratic process to carefully 
select the Ikwewaag Niigaanii 
(Council Chair and Co-Chair). The First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory is pleased 
to announce that Alisson Mckay 
from Keeseekoowenin Anishinaabe 
received unanimous support as the 
Niigaanii (Chair) of the Ikewaag 
Council.

The nation is also pleased to 
announce that Gwen Traverse from 
Pinaymootaang Anishinaabe stepped 
up to assume her role as Niigaanii 
(Co-Chair) for the Ikwewaag Council.

The Niigaanii Ikwewaag were selected 
based on their high-level experience 
in leadership and demonstrated 
ability to bring healthy and strategic 
changes to their own local nations 
and the nation.  The Chair and Co-
Chair will maintain focus on what 
is best for the Council by facilitating 
good council leadership, effective 
governing and will set the tone for 
meetings. In addition, the Nigaanii 
Ikwewaag will work collaboratively 
with the knowledge council, men 
council, youth council and governing 
council to advance health and well-
being and children, families and 
nation.

“I am very excited and honoured 
to begin my new role as Niigaanii 
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Ikwewaag Council Advance the Nation’s 
Laws and Select Niigaani Ikewaag

FNT2T NEWS

(Chair).  As Ikwewaag we understand 
that our laws are passed on from 
generation to generation. Our 
legal connection to one another is 
sacred and obligatory to our lands, 
our legacy, and our way of life. The 
elements of any Anishinaabe Law 
Framework will define the purpose, 
and governing powers of our Nation”, 
Allison McKay, Niigaanii (Chair).

The Ikwewaag Council is working 
diligently to breathe life into their 
own objectives under the nation-
based process – with on-going 
engagement in law development. 
Other discussions ensued on Health 
and Wellbeing, Peacemaking and 
Children, Families and Nation law 
development.

The draft mino-bimaadiziwin 

framework was presented under 
the health and wellbeing circle 
presentation. The quality of life and 
health for Treaty 2 territory citizens 
are priorities under law development 
– our health and wellbeing laws are 
a living legal force to support the 
jurisdictional pathway.

The Children, Families and Nation 
circle spent some time reviewing 
Mino Ombigii’aa (Draft Law) with 
the Council. The inherent rights of 
the child, as opposed to the ‘interests’ 
of the Child are paramount in the 
law. This distinction prompts relying 
on natural ways of caregiving. And 
the inclusivity of international 
covenants such as the United Nations 
Declarations on the Rights of the 
Child are also embedded with the 
law process.

“I am pleased and honoured that 
we have a great Council of Ikewaag 
that is effectively holding the reins in 
practical sovereignty and sustainable 
governance. Canada needs to learn 
our style of governing dispels all 
myths that we are a lawless people”. 

“In the coming months we are 
aiming to respectfully engage and 
connect with other Ikwewaag in the 
Nation, for now we are doing what 
we can to connect virtually in light of 
COVID restrictions”.  – Gwen Traverse, 
Niigaanii (Co-Chair)

Niigaanii further mentioned that 
the Ikwewaag will lend guidance 
to FNT2T to make sure that all 
frameworks are structured in a way 
that aligns with our value system. 
The voices of the Ikwewaag will help 
bring these laws to life, we envision 
these laws to support our children so 
that they can be self-determined.

“On behalf of the Governing 
Council I wish to congratulate both 
the Niigaanii Ikwewaag in their 
roles. Our Ikwewaag bring with 
them tremendously important 
contributions to sovereignty and 
positive Anishinaabe thinking.”

“Gichi Biidaandaagooziiwaag” – 
Ogichidaa Eugene Eastman.
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Knowledge Council is 
comprised of one appointed 

member who is a Knowledge 
Holder and/or Keeper 

(includes Elders) from each 
Local Nation, provides 
recommendations and 

guides all the Councils in 
their deliberations with a 

member participating in all 
meetings.

Knowledge 
Council

FNT2T NEWS

Traditional Knowledge Keeper Isaac Murdock
EARTH LODGE PRESENTS: 

Earth Lodge invited by Zoom, Traditional 
Knowledge Keeper Isaac Murdock to speak 
with FNT2T staff about the Earth and the 
Natural World, “Our Lodge.”

BIO: Isaac Murdoch, Fish Clan, Serpent River 
First Nation

Isaac Murdoch grew up in the traditional 
setting of hunting, fishing and trapping. 
During his many years living off the land, 
Isaac has learned many of the stories and 
legends that accompany many of the Sacred 
Sites and Values placed on Mother Earth 
and has become a wonderful narrator and 
advocate for these precious treasures. His 
many years of experience of conducting 
ceremonies have helped him maintain a 
special balance between people and nature 
and he is known for his advocacy for getting 
the younger generation in-touch with the 
land and these Sacred Sites.

Treaty 2 Territory – Greetings, Since April 
16th, the Health and Wellbeing Keeper 
continues to learn, build relationships and 
provide updates to the Women’s Council, 
the Knowledge Council, and the Youth 
Council on the draft Health and Wellbeing 
workplan. The Keeper received excellent 
suggestions and looks forward to more in-
depth meetings for guidance and direction 
from the Councils on how to and who 
to engage within Treaty 2 Territory and 
identify priorities to be included in the Law 
development.

The immediate goal of the Health and 
Wellbeing Keeper is to establish a Mino 
Bimaadiziiwin Ancestral Law-making 
process for Health and Wellbeing based 
on a strong Anishinaabe foundation.  The 
ultimate goal of the Law is to restore the 
health and well-being of Anishinaabe 
citizens in Treaty 2 Territory.

The Keeper also had the opportunity to 

T2T Mino Bimaadiziiwin Ancestral Law Development Process Continues

Earth Lodge is honouring April 22nd Earth 
Day a little bit early this year.

Earth Day is an annual event on April 22 to 
demonstrate support for environmental 
protection. First held on April 22, 1970, it now 
includes a wide range of events coordinated 

globally by EARTHDAY.ORG (formerly Earth 
Day Network) including 1 billion people in 
more than 193 countries.

We have asked Isaak to speak on Aki and the 
Natural Laws. Here is some of the points that 
Isaak shared with us.

– The medicine is in our Anishinaabemowin

– We are lowered to the “Lodge” by the 4 
Sacred Powers of Fire, Water, Air and Earth.

– We are only “Guest” to the Lodge. We the 
Human Beings are not the boss, we are 
caretakers only.

–The Laws were always present at the Lodge. 
The Grandfathers gifted us with the animals 
to form our government (Clan System).

– The Land is our true government. Spiritual 
Laws vs. Band Laws.

– We have to re-learn our Inherit 
Responsibilities by going back to the 
Anishinaabe philosophy and spiritual laws.

– Land base education is key.

-This is the 7 Generations, we are now the 
the sacred story. What kind of Ancestors will 
we be for the future generations. Are we the 
heroes or the villains’ in this story.

There were a lot that Isaak had shared with 
us. Therefore, the Earth Lodge has invited 
Isaak to join us next week to talk more about 
the Sacred Stories that is happening now.

White Spotted Horse,
Earth Lodge Keeper

meet with internal FNT2T Keepers and 
Helpers last week to review and fine tune 
the draft workplan and strategic priorities.  
It is important that this work be guided 
by the community voices and Knowledge 
Keepers. As such, the Keeper continues to 
plan for engagement and connecting with 
Local Nations, Health Experts, Knowledge 
Keepers and Councils to guide and direct 
the development of the Ancestral Law for 
Health and Wellbeing.

The highlight of the Keeper’s meetings was 
last Thursday, April 22nd, where the Keeper 
met with Allen Sutherland from the Earth 
Lodge for advice and direction to plan for 
the work ahead.  The Keeper’s vision of the 
workplan is to base it on Treaty 2 Territory 
Ancestral Laws, the lands, practices and way 
of life. Excellent advice and guidance was 
provided by the Earth Lodge Keeper.   One 
of the next steps is to set up a health and 
wellbeing structure including two Circles: a 
Traditional Healers and Knowledge Keepers 

Circle and a Health Directors Circle.

The Health and Wellbeing Ancestral Law 
development process will also guide 
Treaty 2 Territory in the engagement of 
co-development of federal Indigenous 
Health Legislation announced in January 
2021 by the Minister of Indigenous Services 
Canada, Marc Miller.  In follow up to the 
November 2020 meeting among the 
Ogichidaa Eugene Eastman and Minister 

Marc Miller, the Keeper is working with 
the Lead Policy Keeper to draft a letter to 
the Senior Officials of Indigenous Services 
Canada to ensure FNT2T is included in the 
engagement process. It is being reiterated 
that as Nation-to-Nation partners, we 
need to co-develop Indigenous Health 
Legislation that will be in line with Treaty 
2 Territory Mino Bimaadiziiwin Ancestral 
Laws.

To ensure the Health and Wellbeing 
workplan and law development process 
is in line and interconnected to the work 
of the other Circles such as Peacemaking, 
Life Long Learning, Children Families and 
Nation, Care and Protection Natural World, 
the Health and Wellbeing Keeper will meet 
one on one with them to learn more about 
their draft law making and Treaty 2 Territory 
engagement processes. Miigwetch.

Kim McPherson,
Health and Wellbeing Keeper



 MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS18

w w w . m o c c a s i n t r a i l n e w s . c o m  |  w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m  |  w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

CIRCLES NEWS

Boozhoo. Aniin. Tansi. We hope that everyone 
is well. March 31st is Indigenous Languages 
Day. First Nations (Indigenous) peoples 
celebrate their identity, land, and languages 
each and every day, but days like this are 
important because they can raise national 
and international awareness in recognizing 
and celebrating the very rich and diverse 
heritage of Indigenous languages.

There are many First Nations languages 
within Treaty 2 Territory; namely, 
Anishinaabemowin, Cree, and Dakota. Each 
with its own diversity in dialect as well as 
writing system. Our languages are gifts from 
the Creator.

Elders, knowledge-keepers, and fluent 
speakers say that our original language is 
who we are. It’s how our ancestors made 
sense of the world around them. Many 
believe that our original language is always 
within us – we just have to awaken it. 
And it’s our responsibility to (re)learn our 
language(s).

The Assembly of First Nations has a guide 
titled A Guide to Act Respecting Indigenous 

Indigenous Languages Day
LIFE LONG LEARNING

Languages: A Tool for First Nations 
Language Revitalization (2019-2020). The 
Act recognizes and reaffirms Indigenous 
language rights as inherent, Constitutional 
(Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982), 
and international human rights, via the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (qtd. from AFN). The Act 
(Bill C-91) received royal assent on June 21, 
2019. The act acknowledge that Indigenous 
language rights are inherent, treaty, 
constitutional, and international human 
rights. It further affirms these language 
rights in federal legislation and supports the 
execution of the Government of Canada’s 
commitment to the protection of these 
rights and implementation of action for 
their fulfillment. It also makes commitment 
to funding Indigenous language initiatives 
and there is an Office of the Commissioner of 
Indigenous Languages that will assist in the 
development of language plans.

AFN’s guide also offers a tool to assess 
and evaluate the state of language in 
communities. This can help communities 
determine a language revitalization plan 
based on speakers, resources, timeline, and 

capacity. The guide can be found on the AFN 
website: https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/Respecting_Languages_
Report_ENG.pdf. One of the most 
challenging goals in language programming 
seems to be the development of resources 
for the classroom in all subject areas so that 
there can be deeper immersion in language 
for young people.

Recently, artist and activist Christy 
Belcourt shared an image via Twitter that 
demonstrates the Assembly First Nations 
actually declared March 31st as Indigenous 

(Aboriginal) Languages Day back in 1989. 
Belcourt acknowledged receiving the image 
from Laurie Nahwegahbow (image source). 
This was quite interesting!

One of the ways in which some families 
integrate language into their home is by 
putting words in the language on cards 
and placing them all over the house (ie. 
greeting words at the door, food words in 
the kitchen, and the funny bathroom words 
in the bathroom which seem to be the words 
that most remember because they evoke our 
sense of humour and love of laughter). 

Of course, there are many ways in which to 
learn the language, but the key is to begin! 
Elders have said: “To learn even one word 
in your language and to speak it is an act 
of love and an act of resistance.” FNT2T LLL 
acknowledges all language keepers across 
Turtle Island. Miigwetch.

Renew and revitalize!

Submitted By: Donna Beyer
LLL Keeper
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Treaty 2 Territory – The Child, Families 
and Nation team of Treaty 2 held its 
two-day Strategic Planning session 
in Headingley on March 30 & 31 with 
a traditional opening.  Miigwech to 
Allen Sutherland for the opening and 
the morning pipe ceremony on the 
second day.

The Agenda covered; Methodology and 
logic model, communications strategy 
including Peacemaking and Life Long 
Learning Circles, s.w.a.t. analysis, 
presentation of traditional laws and 
governance, and developing strategic 
directions to be input into the CFN 
Workplan.

CFN Team Strategic Planning

Government of FNT2T Keepers & Helpers sit with Knowledge 
Keeper, Sol Sanderson for Virtual Learning Session

CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND NATION

Miigwech to Chief Norman Bone of 
Keeseekoowenin Ojibway Nation for 
sharing the historical timeline of FNT2T 
in regards to restoring jurisdiction on 
behalf of children and families. He 

With the current pandemic restricting 
our ability to gather for capacity 
building purposes, the Government 
of FNT2T Keepers and Helpers have 
resumed virtual gatherings in an effort 
to continue learning while progressing 
with our law development.

Once again, we were provided the 
honour to sit and learn from Knowledge 
Keeper, Sol Sanderson in an online 
session via our MS Teams platform.

Today’s capacity building session 
focused on Fiscal Relations and Social 

Safety Nets. Sol generously delivered his 
expertise of the Federal/Indian Nations 
Social Safety Net Transition Process. As 
always, Sol shared his immeasurable 
wisdom with our team, and praised 
the work that FNT2T is doing with law 
development, and our engagement 
processes with our local Nations.

As an expert in Indigenous governance, 
inherent Aboriginal rights, treaty rights, 
and the constitutional framework 
governing Canada’s relationship with 
Aboriginal peoples, and his 55 years of 

involvement in Aboriginal politics in 
Canada, Sol has a library of knowledge 
on federal policy, treaties, and 
governance structure.

Our Keepers and Helpers continue to 
be inspired by Sol, and look forward to 
future learning opportunities with him 
as a mentor and Knowledge Keeper. 
Miigwech Solomon for your willingness 
to share, guide, and mentor us.

Marlene Davis
Communications Keeper

encouraged the team moving forward 
and spoke how he was encouraged by 
the vision to unify families and create 
wellness. Due to time constraints, 
implementation planning was not 

achieved but proposed as a follow-
up activity.  A draft report of the CFN 
Strategic Planning will be available 
third week in April.
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First Nations Place Names Contribute to our Rich History
Place names are never just meaningless 
sounds. Rather, they embody stories about 
the places to which they are attached. 
They give us valuable insights into history 
and provide clues about the country’s 
cultural and social development. Looking 
at place names across the country, reveals 
the astounding diversity and depth of our 
peoples’ contributions to Canada.

In Canada close to 30 000 official place 
names are of Indigenous origin, and efforts 
are ongoing to restore traditional names 
to reflect Indigenous cultures, history and 
languages.  Before the arrival of Europeans, 
First Nations and Inuit peoples gave names 
to places throughout the country to identify 
the land they knew so well, and with which 
they had a strong spiritual connection. For 
centuries, these names that described the 
natural features of the land, the animals/
birds found there, or commemorated 
significant historical events, passed from one 
generation to the next.

Many of these names still survive today. The 
representation of these names in European 
languages sometimes diminishes the lyrical 
sounds of the original names themselves. 
Nevertheless, the story of Indigenous place 
names goes back to the earliest remembered 
history of our country.

Many Canadian towns, cities, rivers and 
mountains also have names that come 
from First Nations sources. The following is 
a short list of some of Canada’s larger towns 
and cities whose names originate with First 

FNT2T NEWS

Nations or Inuit peoples.

Chilliwack (British Columbia) – is the name 
of the local tribe, ch.ihl-KWAY-uhk. This word 
is generally interpreted to mean “going back 
up.” It refers to the people’s return home after 
visiting the mouth of the Fraser River.

Kamloops (British Columbia) – is likely from 
the Shushwap word kahm-o-loops, which is 
usually translated as “the meeting of waters.” 
The name refers to the junction of the North 
and South Thompson rivers at Kamloops.

Penticton (British Columbia) – the name 
comes from an Okanagan word meaning “the 
always place,” in the sense of a permanent 
dwelling place.

Fort Chipewyan (Alberta) – the town was 
named for the Chipewyan people, and 
means “pointed skins,” a Cree reference to the 
way the Chipewyans prepared beaver pelts.

Medicine Hat (Alberta) – is a translation 
of the Blackfoot word, saamis, meaning 
“headdress of a medicine man.” According 
to one explanation, the word describes a 
fight between the Cree and Blackfoot when 
a Cree medicine man lost his plumed hat in 
the river.

Wetaskiwin (Alberta) – is an adaptation of 
the Cree word wi-ta-ski-oo cha-ka-tin-ow, 
which can be translated as “place of peace” or 
“hill of peace.”

Qu’Appelle (Saskatchewan) – the town 

name is from the river, known to the Cree as 
kab-tep-was. This means “the river that calls.” 
The legend associated with the name tells of 
a Cree man paddling to his wedding, when 
he heard his name called out. He recognized 
the voice of his bride, who was still many 
days travel away. He answered, “Who calls?” 
and a spirit mimicked him: “Who calls?” He 
then hurried home to find that his bride had 
died, uttering his name with her last breath. 
French settlers in Saskatchewan perpetuated 
the legend by naming the river Qu’Appelle, 
meaning “who calls?”

Saskatoon (Saskatchewan) – the name 
comes from an edible red berry native to the 
area, which the Cree called mis-sask-guah-
too-min.

The Pas (Manitoba) – originated with the 
Cree opa, meaning “a narrow place” or 
opaskweow, “narrows between high banks.”

Winnipeg (Manitoba) – the name, from the 
Cree win-nipi, can be freely translated as 
“dirty water” or “murky water,” to describe 
the lake and river.

Mississauga (Ontario) – is named after the 
Mississauga people who live in the area, 
and describes the mouth of a river. Michi or 
missi means “many,” and saki, “outlet” a river 
having several outlets.

Oshawa (Ontario) – is a Seneca word that 
means “crossing of a stream” or “carrying 
place,” describing an old portage in the area.

Ottawa (Ontario) – the word comes from the 
Algonquin term adawe, “to trade.” This was 
the name given to the people who controlled 
the trade of the river.

Chicoutimi (Quebec) – this name of 
Montagnais origin comes from the word 
shkoutimeou, meaning “the end of the deep 
water.”

Gaspé (Quebec) – is a name believed to 
come from the Mi’kmaq word for “end” or 
“extremity,” referring to the northern limits 
of their territory.

Rimouski (Quebec) – is a word of Mi’kmaq or 
Maliseet origin, which has been translated as 
“land of moose” or “retreat of dogs,” perhaps 
referring to its fine hunting grounds.

Oromocto (New Brunswick) – is derived from 
the Maliseet word welamooktook, meaning 
“good river.”

Shubenacadie (Nova Scotia) – is a name of 
Mi’kmaq origin that comes from the word 
segubunakadik, meaning “the place where 
groundnuts (Indian potatoes) grow.”

Inuvik (Northwest Territories) – comes from 
the Inuktitut word meaning “the place of 
man.”

Scan the code 
for more info 

on
First Nations 
Place Names
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Five Years Later: Reviewing the TRC’s 94 Calls to Action
Upcoming 
Treaty Day 
Events in 

the Treaty 
2 Territory 

Nations

Canada’s relationship with its 
Indigenous people has suffered as a 
result of both the Residential School 
System and the lack of understanding 
of the historical and current impact of 
those schools. 

Healing and repairing that 
relationship requires education, 
awareness and increased 
understanding of the legacy and the 
impacts still being felt by Survivors 
and their families. In order to move 
forward, every Canadian, especially 
our young people need to start that 
journey of reconciliation and imagine 
a future where we are honoured and 
respected, and where we all listen 
and learn with our hearts.

After six years of hearings 
and testimony, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission put 
forward 94 Recommendations to 
address the “cultural Genocide’ of 
Indigenous peoples through Canada’s 
residential school system. The 2015 
final report was a detailed account 
of what happened to indigenous 
children who were physically and 
sexually abused in Government Indian 
Residential Schools (IRS), where 
an estimated 3,200 children died 
from tuberculosis, malnutrition and 
other diseases resulting from poor 
living conditions. TRC chair, Justice 
Murray Sinclair, has suggested that 
the number of deaths may be closer 
to more than 6,000 because records 
were so poor. A total of 150,000 

Treaty 2 Territory – The First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory 
have started planning their 
Treaty Days Events in their 

Nations. This year marks the 
150th since the making of the 

Treaty 2 of 1871. Here are some 
dates of Nation Events:

June 28 – July 4, 2021 – Lake 
St. Martin Nation

August 10 – August 14, 2021 – 
Pinaymootang Nation

August 15 – August 22, 2021 
– Ebb and Flow Anishinaabe 

Nation

August 21st, 2021 – 150th 
Since the making of Treaty 2 – 
Manitoba Post & Ebb and Flow 

Anishinaabe Nation

August 24 & 25, 2021 – Grand 
Council Gathering – Eagle Island 

at Ebb and Flow Anishinaabe 
Nation

FNT2T NEWS

Indigenous children are thought to 
have spent time in residential schools 
that were operated by governments 
and churches.

In the summary report, the 
commission published 94 “calls to 
action” urging all levels of government 
— federal, provincial, territorial and 
aboriginal — to work together to 
change policies and programs in a 
concerted effort to repair the harm 
caused by residential schools and 
move forward with reconciliation.

“Now we’re faced with what to do 
about what we’ve learned. What the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
report has given us is a way forward. 
It’s provided us a road map on how 
we ought to go about addressing 

these major, major challenges.” (Phil 
Fontaine)

The “calls to action” are divided 
into two parts: legacy (1 to 42) and 
reconciliation (43 to 94.)

Scan the code
to read more about

TRC’s 94 Calls to Action
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Women Council 
is comprised of 
one appointed 

member from each 
Local Nation, it 

advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding children, 
families, health and 

wellbeing.

Women 
Council

Please Welcome Policy Kim McPherson to 
the Government of First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory!

I am a proud member of Peguis First 
Nation in Manitoba and reside in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.  I am a mother of 
two sons: 29 years and 15 years.

I have two degrees: a Baccalaureate of 
Nursing and a Bachelor of Laws and a 
combined 18 years experience working 
with the Province of Manitoba in the 
departments of Health and Aboriginal 
and Northern Affairs (Indigenous and 
Northern Relations) and another 3 years 
working at Indigenous organizations 
including the Assembly of Manitoba 

Welcome Kim McPherson, Policy Keeper
FNT2T NEWS

Chiefs, Southern Chiefs, Organization 
and Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak. 
I have a variety of experiences such 
as working in the health sector, 
policy development, and supported 
intergovernmental tables and processes.

On a personal level I am a MMIWG family 
member who tragically had two beautiful 
women in our family taken: our dear 
sister, Jennifer Dawn McPherson (2013) 
and dear aunt, Jennifer Johnston (1978). 
Since my sister Jennifer was murdered, 
the grieving and spiritual healing journey 
continues as I work with my younger 
sister Gerri-Lee Pangman through 
J.D.M. Indigenous Designs creating art 
via mediums such as beaded jewelry, 

stain glass and holiday dreamcatcher 
ornaments.  Our family testified at the 
National Inquiry and I now participate on 
the National Family and Survivor Circle as 
governments develop a National Action 
Plan to implement the 231 Calls for 

Justice. It is my goal to assist where I can to 
empower myself, family and community 
in reclaiming our culture, power and place 
for Indigenous women and girls.

I am so excited to be working with the First 
Nations of Treaty 2 Territory Government 
as a Policy Keeper and it is my goal to 
incorporate my professional and personal 
experience to assist where I can and 
also learn more about my Anishinaabe 
culture, language and heritage.  I am 
truly honoured to be a part of an amazing 
team and Nation. I look forward to 
working with all the FNT2T governance 
councils, leadership, and Nations to assert 
the inherent right to govern over health 
and wellness. Miigwech!
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First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory – Central Turtle Island
Government Office – Lake Manitoba: Box 1254 Lake Manitoba, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 3K0

Regional Office – Pinaymootang: Pinaymootang Conference Centre, Business Rd Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 0X0
Regional Office – Dauphin: Suite 119 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Government Building – Dauphin: 38 2nd Ave NE Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2V4 
Life Long Learning Lodge – Dauphin: 19 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

The Government of First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory have a strong relationship 
with the Aki, Nibi, and Giche Manidoo. As 
Anishinaabe people, we were given the 
Inherent Rights to protect the land and 
water, and Mother Earth. These rights 
were granted by Giche Manidoo. The 
FNT2T is an Inherent Rights and Treaty-
based Government. As a Treaty-based 
Government, we look back to the original 
Treaty 2 of August 21st, 1871.

Anishinaabeg who participated in the 
August 21st, 1871 Treaty 2 went forward 
with the Treaty in a relationship with the 
British Crown, to protect Turtle Island, 
and Mother Earth. Canada is obligated 
to continue the Nation-to-Nation 
relationship with the Inherent Rights 
holders of this land. There were no PTOs 
present at the making of the Treaty, 
there were no Provinces at the making 
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of the Treaty. PTOs such as the Southern 
Chiefs Organization, Assembly Manitoba 
Chiefs, and Provinces are not Nations, and 
therefore DO NOT have these Inherent 
Rights.

As a member of Gaagwekwekejiang 
Nation, Treaty 2 Territory, and Anishinaabe 
Nation, I’m an Inherent Rights holder 
of Turtle Island, Mother Earth. I do not 

2 Territory will continue to thrive in Law 
Development to protect our Inherent 
Rights as a Territory and Nation. We 
will continue to build Nation-to-Nation 
relations with the Indigenous Nations 
on Turtle Island. This has been in practice 
long before the Numbered Treaties.

Please check out our website www.
treaty2territory.com to see updates on 
the FNT2T Administration, Governance, 
Communications, and Circle Development. 
Miigwech! Makade Mukwa.recognize any PTOs or Provincial Law. The 

Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 
Territory is developing the laws, based 
on the Inherent Rights and Natural 
Laws of Anishinaabe People since time 
immemorial. PTOs are not Governments, 
and the Provinces do not have Inherent 
Rights, nor are they Nations.

The Government of First Nations in Treaty 
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Earth Lodge Launches New Website: Lodge.FNT2T.com
In 2019, the Lifelong Learning Lodge 
formed to provide training in Nation 
Development. As of February 2021, 
the Government of First Nations 
Treaty 2 Territory adopted the 
name The Earth Lodge. The Earth 
Lodge will focus on enhancing our 
people’s knowledge in the area 
of Anishinaabek Studies within 
the Treaty 2 Territory in a learning 
environment that is reflective of who 
we are.

Initiated by First Nations in Treaty 2 
Territory, guided by the Knowledge 
Council, the Lodge supports all 
endeavors of Circles, FNT2T and 
local Nations. This includes the 
developing of programs, training, 
education, research and projects. 
The Earth Lodge is providing 
training in Governance, Professional 
Development. Land-based Learning, 
Language, Traditional Teachings and 
Wellbeing. The Earth Lodge will focus 
on enhancing people’s knowledge of 
Anishinaabek way of learning and 
building capacity for our Government 
within the Treaty 2 Territory.

The Earth Lodge will be the central 
hub to unite our common vision 
and help guide the Anishinaabe 
in building a bridge between our 
ancestral past and our prosperous 
future.

The Earth Lodge is located in the 
heart of Turtle Island of Treaty Two 
Territory and in the town of Dauphin 
is where the Government of First 
Nations Treaty 2 Territory and The Life 
Long Learning College is located. We 
will be expanding training programs 
to the Regional Government Office 
in Pinaymootang First Nation and 
creating other satellite training 
centers in Treaty 2 Territory. The 
Lodge website can be viewed at: 
http://lodge.fnt2t.com/

Contact Information:
Allen Sutherland,
Earth Lodge Keeper

FNT2T Government Office
38 2nd Street
Dauphin, MB
R7N 2V4

Scan the code for 
more information

Phone: 204-638-3797


