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RIRSD table with Canada 
continues much needed work

Virtual Master Certification in Governance
and Nation Development launched

Government of Manitoba 
Fails to Uphold its 
Honour Again

more on page 2

more on page 2

more on page 2

more on page 2

Treaty 2 Territory – The Government of FNT2T through the Governing Council 
met with the Care and Protection of the Natural World Circle on moose 
harvesting and protection of the Duck Mountains. The Duck Mountains 
holds a special place for the Anishinaabe of the territory.  A sacred area that 
has been in use by our Anishinaabe for thousands of years.

NATURAL WORLD

LIFE LONG LEARNING

NATURAL WORLD

EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL RELATIONS 

The Province of Manitoba has initiated 
a number of Moose closures within 
Treaty 2 territory starting with the Duck 
and Porcupine Mountains. To date, First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory along with the 
other Nations affected by the closures have 

Treaty 2 Territory – With a continued approach 
in working together the relationship with 
Government of First Nations Treaty 2 Territory 
(FNT2T) and Canada continues through the 
Recognition of Indigenous Rights and Self-
Determination (RIRSD) table process.  This 
process has been operating since November 
2017.  Many steps have been achieved and 
many still need to be including the next steps 
from the Term Sheet which is a foundational 
document to move the relationship further. 

Treaty 2 Territory – Exciting times within 
the Treaty 2 Territory with the launching 
of the first accredited virtual Master 
Certification in Governance and Nation 
Development under the Life Long Learning 
Lodge and the Knowledge College 
Accreditation process. As stated in the 
accreditation process, we are born with the 

Governing Council meets with Care and Protection of the 
Natural World on moose harvesting in the Duck Mountains

more on page 2

never been accommodated.  In 2003 the 
West Region Tribal Council presented the 
Province of Manitoba with a plan of action 
and management.  After many years of not 
listening to the Elders and local harvesters 
the numbers of moose decreased.

Now, to continue moving forward with 
the Term Sheet includes an agreement on 
governance and recognition for both FNT2T 
and Canada.  Both parties are to recognize 
that FNT2T looks after their citizens/members 
through own ancestral and inherent laws 
and Canada will look after their own citizens 
through their laws that will not interfere 
with FNT2T’s steps and laws, including the 
abolishment of the Indian Act.

inherent right to receive knowledge. This 
receiving of knowledge begins in our first 
school, our home with our mother. Our 
mother has had the knowledge she passes 
to us passed onto her. This is our ancestral 
way of learning; through storytelling and 
observation.

Treaty 2 Territory – On September 3rd, 
Grand Chief Eastman wrote a series of 
letters to Minister Pederson expressing 
frustration with the lack of action on 
numerous files that affect the Treaty 2 
territory and its members, specifically 

Moose Closures, Shared Management 
mandate letters and the Senior Officials 
Forum. 

What it Means to 
be an Indigenous 
Mother Today

The Mi’kmaq (Peace & 
Friendship Treaties),
Aboriginal & Treaty 
Rights page 6page 4

COVID-19 Resources
for Emotional & 
Mental Health

page 5
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Governing Council... from page 1

C I R C L E S  N E W S

The knowledge keepers of the territory 
for years have been talking about how 
to harvest within the territory and still 
conserve for tomorrow. Aang-waa-misin 
(peace) is what was talked about at the 
treaty making process in 1871 and Mino-
aani-gidoowin (balance) is what we talk 
about what is needed today to sustain our 
moozoog (moose). Mino-aani-gidoowin 
is what we need to be able to make sure 
the moose are here forever – Moozoog 
Bizhishig Daabida.

Moozoog are a unique and valuable 
part of our natural world. For us, our 
Moozoog Bizhishig Daabida is to ensure 
sustainable populations and preserve 
the habitat on which they rely on.  This 
is essential for the continuous enjoyment 
of all in the Treaty 2 Territory and next 
generations to enjoy.  The current issue 
is complex, and there are likely no simple 
answers and solutions.  We continue to 
support and believe the goal of bringing 
the best current understanding of the 
science, biology, traditional knowledge 
and population to the planning process 
to identify the highest priority research 
and management needs. Another critical 
aspect of the survival of the moose is the 
restoration and protection of their habitat, 

The intent of the Treaty was to provide 
“compensation for lands required for 
purposes of immigration and settlement 
rather than to extinguish rights of our 
nations” something the forceful Indian Act 
did 5 years after the Treaty was made.

A term that’s been around since the 
inception of the act has been emancipation, 
this starts with moving away from the 
Indian Act and the mechanisms that control 
the entire process and continue with the 
decolonization plan FNT2T has in place.

The Unfinished Treaty Business is advancing 

On October 23rd, 2020, a letter was received 
from the Director of Wildlife Branch, Rob 
Olson addressed to Grand Chief Eastman 
attempting to address the issues raised by 
the Grand Chief. The response from a 4th 
level bureaucrat addressed to our Grand 
Chief is insulting at best and truly does 
not reflect a government to government 
relationship.  

The response further states the moose 
hunt that was “offered” by the department 
was rescinded due to numerous groups 
declaring a moose hunt for its communities 
and local nations. The letter further states 
all hunting opportunities “will remain 
closed until an agreed shared management 
plan can be developed”. The letter also 
speaks to a committee which will consist 
of members appointed by the Government 
of Manitoba minister which will then make 
recommendations to the minister. 
The term shared management is nothing 
more than what has already existed in this 
province under a different name called Co-
management. Co-management has failed 

Introduction and Project Management Primer – 22 Oct 2020

Building a Communication Plan & Workplan – 27 Oct 2020

Treaty 2 Territory History – Train the Trainer – 29 Oct 2020

FNT2T Governance – Train the Trainer – 3 Nov 2020

FNT2T Declaration – 10 Nov 2020

Seven Steps of Nation Rebuild – Train the Trainer – 17 Nov 2020

Seven Circles and Law-Making – 19 Nov 2020

Engaging your Local Nation and Citizens – 24 Nov 2020

Election Law – 1 Dec 2020

Trust, Land Trust, and Treasury – 8 Dec 2020

Citizenship and Membership – 10 Dec 2020

Timeline Presentations – 12 Dec 2020

which has largely been ignored in any 
discussion.

The Government of FNt2T  continues 
to promote collaboration to ensure the 
moose populations are sustained for our 
future generations. But we continue to 
be ignored and our options are becoming 
limited as to the type of action we are 
forced to take. Inclusion of and improved 
knowledge of the extent of Anishinaabe 
harvesting would be beneficial for both 
the Anishinaabe and non-indigenous 
people.

Backgrounder:

Governing Council is comprised of the 
Chiefs Council and a Chairperson from 
each of the Knowledge, Men, Women and 
Youth Councils, meets to provide direction 
to FNT2T, draft laws and resolutions to 
be presented to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Care and Protection of the Natural World 
Circle works with the Local Nations, 
Regional Offices and Local Nation Helpers 
in protecting the Natural World, Mother 
Earth (land, medicines, plants, trees, water 
and resources) in the Treaty 2 Territory.

NATURAL WORLD

RIRSD table... from page 1

EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL RELATIONS 

slightly with a move to a sub-table and 
potentially under a tribunal something the 
letter to Canada in July from Grand Chief 
Eastman mentioned as a solution.

“The Unfinished Treaty Business is very 
important to us as it’s the base foundation 
on why we are here today in this position”.

If the crown actually implemented the 
treaty and honoured what the crown was 
supposed to protect, Treaty 2 and many 
western treaties would not be in the 
impoverished position today.

in other areas for the same reason, they 
are only advisory bodies and government 
still has final say with no recourse for the 
indigenous representation on those boards. 
Co-management has failed Indigenous 
people miserably and yet here we have a 
government promoting the same process.  
Indigenous governments have a Treaty 
relationship that is meant to be on a 
government to government basis and 
needs to be adhered to if any progress is 
to be made.  The special interest groups 
identified in Mr. Olson’s letter already have 
representation through their minister who 
represents their interest favorably.  
In 2018, the Government of FNT2T 
submitted its draft Moose management 
plan in collaboration of a then relationship 
to the Manitoba Conservation with no 
response and resubmitted again in 2019. 
Although assurances were made a response 
would be forth coming, none have been 
received to date. FNT2T also follows a 
Consultation process when establishing 
laws, policies and plans that may affect 

Life Long Learning Circle – 5 Jan 2021

Children, Families and Nation Circle – 12 Jan 2021

Care and Protection of the Natural World Circle – 19 Jan 2021

Health and Wellbeing Circle – 26 Jan 2021

Restorative Peacemaking Circle – 2 Feb 2021

Internal and External Circle – 9 Feb 2021

Traditional Land Use & Mapping – 16/18 Feb 2021

Preparing to launch First Law Ratification – 23 Feb 2021

Electoral Officer Training – 2-18 March 21

Final First Law Presentations – 23 March 2021

Project Closure – 25 March 2021

Certification Presentation and Ceremony – 31 March 2021

Virtual Master... from page 1

LIFE LONG LEARNING

The Knowledge holders are the elders of 
our First Nations who are responsible for 
carrying and transferring our inherent 
knowledge forward from generation to 
generation since the time of creation.

Colonization interrupted the holistic 
transfer of ancestral knowledge with the 
residential school system. Colonial settler 
standards of learning were imposed. 
History reveals the ugly truth of how 
education was used as a tool for cultural 
genocide (TRC).

Today (22 October 2020) the LLL Lodge 
in partnership with the Regional Offices 
through Operations at FNT2T launched the 
program and had full participation of our 
Local Nation Helpers.  During the program 
they will be able to go through their First 
Written Law (Constitution).

The schedule is as follows:

Government of Manitoba... from page 1

NATURAL WORLD
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Governing Council is 
comprised of the Chiefs 
Council and a Chairperson 
from each of the Knowledge, 
Men, Women and Youth 
Councils, it meets 4 times 
a year to provide direction 
to FNT2T, draft laws and 
resolutions to be presented 
to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Governing 
Council

C I R C L E S  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – Canada is in the spotlight 
as Nations across Turtle Island assert their 
Inherent, Aboriginal and Treaty Rights. The 
world is watching Canada, the signatory 
to treaties made from east to west, from 
Peace and Friendship Treaties to Modern 
Treaties. The Government of FNT2T feels it 
is a fitting time to advance the restorative 
peacemaking process which will be key to 
self-governance.

“We need our modern way of peacemaking 
to advance our territory, the work our 
Government of FNT2T is doing will help 
with this process,” said Chief Cameron 
Catcheway.

“We Anishinaabe have our own legal 
traditions, spiritual laws, natural laws, 
customary laws and legal orders. Our 
unwritten laws and common understanding 
to them have not disappeared, they are still 
there and there is an ongoing process to 
revitalize these laws”.

We have ancestral and inherent rights 
to govern ourselves. We will look to the 

Launching unique peacemaking process key
for governing today

RESTORATIVE PEACEMAKING

land to help us bring back a Restorative 
Peacemaking system that will provide 
prevention, preparedness, emergency 
response, and post-event remedies.
Restorative Peacemaking means peace and 
balance. It will be maintained in and by 
Local Nations and Treaty 2 territory through 
circles, peacekeepers, wellbeing lodges, and 
restorative measures. Traditional models 
will be utilized based on working toward 
establishing aang-waa-misin (peace) and 
mino-aani-gidoowin (balance).

The FNT2T model will be grounded 

Government of Manitoba... from page 2

other governments and settlers within the 
territory.  

On October 9th, 2020, The Wildlife 
Amendment Act (Safe Hunting and Shared 
Management) was shared via News Release 
which prompted numerous responses 
from Indigenous governments within 
the province. News releases countering 
the province came from the Southern 
Chiefs Organization, The Manitoba Metis 
Federation and the First Nations in Treaty 
2 Territory. All condemning the province 

for its unilateral actions regarding a 
constitutional matter that continues to 
infringe the inherent rights of indigenous 
people.  
Since the announcement of the legislation 
members from Treaty 2 Territory have been 
unsuccessful in attaining any permits for 
night hunting in which the Government 
of FNT2T does not support. It is ironic the 
Government of Manitoba moved to online 
e-licensing for licensed hunters and then 
establish an archaic process for individuals 
with inherent and Constitutional rights. 

We ask, is this the Manitoba governments 
version of shared management? 
SCO expressed further support to T2T 
members by posting on Facebook a 
statement that reads anyone charged 
under the new Wildlife Management 
act to contact SCO at huntingrights@
scoinc.mb.ca. If we take a look across the 
country, more specifically, the east coast 
lobster fishery and the ongoing assault on 
our inherent right unity has never been 
more important. FNT2T and its members 
continues to assert its sovereignty with our 

inherent powers and jurisdiction to govern 
our lands, waters, and resources according 
to our laws. And neither our laws nor our 
jurisdiction have ever been extinguished 
or surrendered through Treaty. Now even 
International Laws protects our rights 
to self-determination and our land and 
resource rights. 
Maybe the time has come for our members 
and local nations to assert their rights to 
earn a modest livelihood off the resources. 
We ask our members to keep sustainability 
in mind!

in Anishinaabe traditional restorative 
peacemaking practices. FNT2T hereby 
establishes a Territorial Circle to implement 
with our Local Nations.

Jurisdiction of the Restorative Peacemaking 
Circle of FNT2T will extend to all persons, 
activities, and lands within the territory 
of the Treaty 2 Territory. This is based on 
the inherent sovereign authority of the 
Anishinaabe of the Treaty 2 Territory.
The Restorative Peacemaking Circle will 
provide formal support, structure, and 
peacemaking in our territory. It will work 
to restore Aang-waa-misin (Peace) and 
Mino-aani-gidoowin (Balance) by utilizing 
traditional methods to guide us. This 
includes resolving disputes using the Seven 
Ancestral Teachings along with modern 
expressions. All of this is key in asserting 
and reclaiming our Inherent Right to self-
govern.

References:
Anishinaabe Agowidiiwinan Peacemaking 
Circle – Onankoenehkawin Draft Edition 
2020—09-24

Journeyman is a first-person biography of 
Ojibwe right winger Jamie Leach, son of 
the legendary NHL superstar Reggie Leach. 
Follow the fascinating hockey trajectory 
from his childhood years watching his father 
play for the Philadelphia Flyers, to Jamie’s 
first goal in the NHL. Journeyman touches 
on Jamie’s summers on Lake Winnipeg, the 
World Junior Hockey Championships, his 
life in the minor leagues, and his eventual 
draft into the NHL as a Pittsburgh Penguin. 
Discover how some of hockey’s biggest stars 
such as Bobby Clarke, Jaromir Jagr, and 
Mario Lemieux influenced Jamie’s life.

Written in close consultation with 
Jamie and his mother, readers will learn 
about the struggles Jamie conquered, 
including his father’s alcoholism and 
his own overwhelming self-doubt. A 
story of determination, heartbreak and 
perseverance.
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Treaty 2 Territory – The Government of First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory (FNT2T) and 
Government of Canada met to action items 
and determine if progress has been made 
since March 2020.

The Government of FNT2T will be moving 
forward with the process of a Children, 
Families and Nations Circle. The Circle 
will support Local Nations with restoring 
original and ancestral ways of being 
focusing on Children, Family, and Nation. 
The goal will be to restore and empower 
jurisdiction of the territory and contribute 
to the ongoing Nation-building work to 
make immediate and lasting impacts 
under the current colonial model of “crisis 
reactive”.
In spite of the past and current institutional 
racist polices that have broken and 
interrupted our traditional family structures 
and natural laws. Our Anishinaabe legal 
traditions will be passed on from generation 
to generation, ancestral teachings and 
pursuit of the good life through the 
understanding and following of our natural 
and written laws.

The Government of FNT2T believes in 
preserving the matriarchal family system 
which always ensured the wellbeing of 
community. The Leaders of FNT2T values 
and is inclusive of an Abinoonjiwaag-
Oshkii Aayaa Aag Nitum approach to their 
decision-making processes in all areas 
of law making, governance and national 

Keeping our Children home a priority 
for the Government of FNT2T

CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND NATION

C I R C L E S  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – Good Day! We hope that 
everyone is safe and well. Andrea Landry is 
a guest writer for FNT2T Life Long Learning. 
She wrote her first piece titled “Revitalizing 
Indigenous Kinship Practices” in which 
she discussed the effects of colonialism on 
Indigenous kinship and the importance of 
restoring our ways as Indigenous peoples. 
Landry is an Indigenous rights defender; 
she is passionate about restoring and 
revitalizing Indigenous kinship practices 
and relearning relationship with the Land. 
FNT2T Life Long Learning is grateful to 
Andrea for sharing her knowledge. This is 
her second piece, “What it Means to be an 
Indigenous Mother Today”:

Our grandmother’s mothers grew up with 
support systems fabricated by the Land and 
a lineage steeped in practices of midwifery, 
natural law, and our mother-tongues. 
Young girls who were making the transition 
point into womanhood were honoured 
in ceremony. New mothers and their 
babies were adorned with prayers, gifts, 
meals, and help so that they were never 
alone during the most vulnerable times 
of their lives. Kokums raised and nurtured 
older grandchildren, preparing them for 
their natural roles in their villages and 
communities. And infants were prayerfully 
tied into their mossbags and cradleboards, 
observing and watching the ongoings of 
the camps, so that in turn, they would learn 
what they were to do as they grew.

The reality is, these practices, teachings, 
ways of life, and knowledge still exist 
inherently in our bloodlines, regardless if 
we are aware of them or not. Colonialism, 
capitalism, and the commodification of 
human life, have attempted to heavily 

“What it Means to be an Indigenous 
Mother Today” by Andrea Landry

LIFE LONG LEARNING

disrupt this way of life. Yet, the most 
powerful part of being an Indigenous 
person who identifies as a woman, is this. 
We are made of the Land.

In saying this, the pillages of our camps by 
the colonizer, the residential schools, 60’s 
scoop, the ongoing epidemic of missing and 
murdered indigenous women on our own 
homelands, the CFS system, and the other 
systems attempting to commit genocide 
against our peoples, all stand no chance 
against who we are and where we come 
from.

Despite all of this, we still are finding 
ways to support ourselves in systems 
fabricated by the Land through practices of 
midwifery, natural law, and speaking our 
mother-tongues. We see this emergence 
of Indigenous women re-learning how to 
give, and support those giving birth on their 
homelands, doulas and midwives alike. 
We see ceremonies taking place for young 
women who get their moon time. We see 
moss-bag making workshops, cradleboards 
being made in band halls and at outdoor 
camps. We see moccasins and beadwork 
filling up our social media feeds. We see our 
people re-learning everything colonialism 
attempted to take from us, from our kinship 
systems. And this is what it means to be an 
Indigenous mother today.

It’s the revitalization and practice of all 
these things that colonialism could never 
take from us. Even if it just one word in 
our mother-tongues, or lacing our babies 
in prayer in their mossbags, smiling as we 
remember what our own mothers have 
told us about these teachings. Because 
Indigenous motherhood is the ultimate 
weapon in destroying colonialism.

Treaty 1 Territory - Staff is receiving orientation on the latest television technology 
(Sharp) at our Swan Lake First Nation (Headingley, Mb). Taking advantage of the 
new innovations training and communications. In this picture is our new staff Renee 
McGurry, local member of Pinaymootang First Nation with Thomas Howell and his 
side kick of Office Innovations Inc. The idea is to have these TV’s for Winnipeg Office 
(Headingley), Government Building (Dauphin), and eventually adding the Life Long 
Learning Lodge (Regional Office West) and Pinaymootang (Regional Office East). 
Exciting Stuff!

FNT2T Set Up The Latest TV Technology 
(Winnipeg Office)

LIFE LONG LEARNING

advocacy.

We are braving toward solid advocacy, 
capacity enhancement, and a coordinated 
system of navigation and collaboration. 
This will allow for national, territorial, 
organizational and operational 
development that will restore a system 
for children, families, and Nation that 
is equitable, effective, beneficial, and 
culturally-relevant and culturally-
responsive.

As per Canada’s C-92, – An Act respecting 
First Nations, Inuit and Metis children, youth 
and families. As part of FNT2T consultation 
strategy under the Abinoonjiwaag-Oshkii 
Aayaa Nitum approach, accommodation 
and prior consent law will be advanced 
through a coordination agreement. It must 
be in place with the Government of First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory and Canada by 
24 March 2020.

“We are aware that the implementation of 
a coordination agreement is discretionary 
at this point however it appears from our 
review of the new Canadian legislation that 
the coordination agreement is tied to the 
discussions around adequately resourcing 
the support and implementation of our laws, 
regulations and eventually the programs and 
services that will be provided to our children 
and families by our Local Nations”, – Grand 
Chief Eugene Eastman stated in the Letter to 
Canada 23 March 2020.
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Anishinaabemowin with the Coyote: Session 46 – 63

C I R C L E S  N E W S

Good Day. We hope that everyone is staying 
safe and well. FNT2T Life Long Learning 
has been looking at various emotional and 
mental health resources available during 
these unprecedented times in living with 
covid-19. It is completely normal to feel a 
bit anxious, this is human response. What is 
important to remember when seeking some 
help or support is that any diagnosis should 
come only from a trusted health professional, 
avoid self-diagnosing, and remain kind, 
gentle, and understanding with the self 
at the same time. Take time for self-care. 
Seek support that is safe and comfortable 
for individual needs whether that be with a 
trusted family member, Elder, Knowledge-
Keeper or counsellor. It is important for 
First Nations (Indigenous) peoples to have 
supports that are also culturally-relevant.

Below is a short list of resources (not affiliated 
with FNT2T) that may offer some support as 
everyone works together to stay well and 
healthy – physically, spiritually, emotionally, 
and mentally:

Anxiety Canada offers many covid-19 
resources including their own free phone 
app called MindShift. The app offers some 
“grounding techniques” when feeling 
anxious including counting backwards from 
100, describing surroundings (5 things you 
can see, 4 things you can feel, 3 things you 
can hear, 2 things you can smell, 1 thing you 
can taste), and noticing the body (feel where 
you are sitting/standing, your feet on the 
floor, your back against the chair, and your 
chest rising and falling with each breath). 
It also offers some great relaxing breathing 
techniques. Here is a link: https://www.
anxietycanada.com/covid-19/.

Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) 
has numerous resources available including 
those in Manitoba and Winnipeg. They 
offer the Bounce Back program, which is 
not a counselling or crisis program, but 
designed for self-management and low-
intensity intervention for both adults and 
youth seeking support (“coaching”) in 
managing life skills, stress, low moods, and/
or some anxiety. Bounce Back is free and 
available online. It is recommended that 
those interested take the time to read over 
materials and programs to ensure it is a good 
fit for needs, or ask a trusted friend or adult to 
help seek out more information. The Bounce 
Back notes that if participants do not feel it 

A List of COVID-19 Resources
for Emotional & Mental Health

LIFE LONG LEARNING

is a good fit for them that they can opt-out 
of the program at any time. CMHA also offers 
numerous free online webinars and courses 
in topics involving emotional and mental 
health such as “Exploring Spirituality”, 
“Don’t Stress About Stress,” and “Challenging 
Loneliness & Isolation for Older Adults,” to 
name just a few. Most recently, CMHA posted 
a new toolkit for Back to School During 
Covid-19 for Grades 4-9. There are many 
other resources listed on the CMHA website: 
https://mbwpg.cmha.ca.

First Peoples Wellness Circle is rooted in 
the Native Mental Health Association of 
Canada (NMHAC). They have multiple 
information sheets regarding covid-19 and 
mental wellness, Elders, parents & children, 
health professionals, virtual care & support, 
funeral planning, and domestic violence. 
Additionally, they offer National Virtual 
Gatherings with Mental Wellness Teams on 
topics such as traditional medicines, land-
based healing during covid-19, supporting 
young children & youth, and birthing/
pregnancy. These are available on the 
website under the covid-19 information tab: 
https://www.fpwc.ca/covis-19-resources.

Hope for Wellness is an online chat 
counselling service. The Hope for Wellness 
Help Line offers immediate mental health 
counselling and crisis intervention to all 
Indigenous peoples across Canada. If asked, 
counsellors can also work with you to find 
other wellness supports that are available 
near you. Phone and chat counselling is 
available. On request, phone counselling is 
also available in Cree, Ojibwe (dialect not 

Treaty 2 Territory – Corey The Coyote Whitford recaps and teaches 
us when and how to us the Anishinaabe Alphabet, including double 
vowels, in words and phrases we use daily. Sessions 46 – 63. Please 
check out other sessions at lifelonglearning.fnt2t.com. 

specified), and Inuktitut. https://www.
hopeforwellness.ca

Indigenous Health Today by NationTalk offers 
the First Nations Heath Manager Association 
(FNHMA) Virtual Town Hall every week. 
It entails an information session & Q+A 
every Thursday to discuss the effects of the 
pandemic on affecting health managers, 
front line health workers, and First Nations 
communities, It is free and open to all health 
managers, front line health workers, First 
Nation Community members and the general 
public who are looking for transparent, clear 
information and advice related to COVID-19 
– whether your Community is affected or 
not. They offer opportunities to email in 
questions that are answered during the 
virtual town hall. Here is the link: https://
www.ihtoday.ca/townhall. The website also 
notes that the show is streamed on NCI and 
APTN. Past shows are available online for 
viewing. This week’s guests were Dr. Tom 
Wong, Executive Director & Chief Medical 
Officer of Public Health for Indigenous 
Services Canada; Dr. Brenda Restoule, Chief 
Executive Officer, First Peoples Wellness 
Circle; and Carol Hopkins, Executive Director 
of Thunderbird Partnership Foundation.
Indigenous Services Canada has Mental 
Health Counselling Benefits under the Non-
Insured Health Benefits (NIHB) program 
for those who are eligible. Those who are 
eligible for the counselling benefits include a 
First Nations person who is registered under 
the Indian Act (commonly referred to as a 
‘status Indian’). Services can be paid directly 
to the provider (counsellor) and receipts used 
for reimbursement through Express Scripts 

Canada; however, there are service providers 
(counsellors) registered with Express 
Scripts who offer direct-billing to NIHB. 
For more information visit the Indigenous 
Services Canada Indigenous Health website: 
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/157644
1552462/1576441618847. Express Links 
Canada also has its own website for more 
information: https://nihb.express-scripts.
ca/NIHBProvider/benefits/client. Manitoba 
First Nations residents who are eligible for 
the program can call (toll free) 1-800-665-
8507 for more information regarding eligible 
care providers (counsellors) and direct-
billing, neither website seems to have a list 
of registered care providers who offer direct 
billing with Express Links. Many mental 
health service providers are offering virtual 
and phone appointments at this time.

Manitoba Government just posted a 
new program called the Mental Health 
Virtual Therapy Program. It offers help to 
Manitobans age 16 or older who are coping 
with mild to moderate symptoms of anxiety 
and it includes two free counselling sessions: 
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/bewell/
virtualtherapy.html. The site also has links 
to self-guided learning models in well-being 
for those who may not feel therapy is right 
for them.

Prairie Mountain Health Region also has its 
own listing of resource and supports including 
toll-free numbers for those who may require 
more immediate (or emergency) support: 
https://www.prairiemountainhealth.ca/
index.php/mental-health.

Shared Health Manitoba has numerous 
resources listed on their website: https://
sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/providers/
mental-health-resources/.

None of the above listed resources are 
affiliated with FNT2T. It is always important 
and recommended that individuals conduct 
their own research based on their individual 
needs, take time to read materials and 
programs to ensure it is a good fit and/or 
ask a trusted friend or adult to help seek out 
more information.

No one is alone during this time so please 
reach out to someone you know today. 
Caring for ourselves and one another is an 
act of resistance. Loving ourselves is an act of 
resistance. Resist and revitalize. Miigwetch!

LIFE LONG LEARNING
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C I R C L E S  N E W S

FNT2T Life Long Learning has been watching 
the events taking place on the east coast with 
our relations, the Mi’kmaq (spelling may 
vary). Many First Nations share a common 
lived experience and rich history while at 
the same time remaining cognizant that we 
are diverse across Turtle Island. And when 
learning about a history, a people, a Nation, 
or an event, First Nations understand that it 
is best to learn direct from the source. First 
Nations in Treaty 2 Territory are not Mi’kmaq, 
but many understand the importance of 
upholding and respecting Aboriginal Rights 
and Treaty Rights. These are sacred.

The Mi’kmaq (Peace & Friendship Treaties),
Aboriginal Rights & Treaty Rights

LIFE LONG LEARNING

Dr. Pam Palmater is an Indigenous activist. 
She is a Mi’kmaw (spelled as Palmater spells 
it) citizen and member of the Eel River Bar 
First Nation in northern New Brunswick. She 
has been a practicing lawyer for 20 years and 
is currently an Associate Professor and the 
Chair in Indigenous Governance at Ryerson 
University (source: PamPalmater.com). Dr. 
Palmater has posted a few videos to her 
YouTube channel speaking to the events 
taking place on the east coast. In one of her 
videos, Palmater states: “What is happening 
in Nova Scotia is not a lack of public education 
on Mi’kmaw rights. These [non-Native] 
Fishermen know all about Mi’kmaw treaties. 
They know very well that our treaties have 
been protected in the Constitution and that 
the Supreme Court of Canada has upheld our 
treaty rights to fish in the treaties of 1760-
61. How do I know they know? Well it was 
the non-Native fishermen who appealed to 
the Supreme Court of Canada to try to have 
our legal victory overturned….We have 
the right to fish and to sell it. We have the 
constitutionally-protected Aboriginal right 
to do this and the constitutionally-protected 
Treaty right to do this. But even more 
powerful than any Canadian law is found in 
our Mi’kmaw laws. We are a sovereign Nation 
with our inherent powers and jurisdiction 
to govern our lands, waters, and resources 
according to our laws. And neither our laws 
nor our jurisdiction over all of Mi’kma’ki have 
ever been extinguished or surrendered. And 
now even International Laws protects our 
rights to self-determination and our land 
and resource rights…They all know this.” 
(source: YouTube, Pam Palmater).

The Kwilmu’kw Maw-klusuaqn Mi’kmaq 
Rights Initiative (website) writes: “Treaties 
of Peace and Friendship were made by the 
Governor of Nova Scotia with Mi’kmaq, 
Maliseet and Passamaquoddy communities 
in Nova Scotia. These are the same treaties 
that were upheld and interpreted by the 
Supreme Court in the Donald Marshall case. 
They include the right to harvest fish, wildlife, 
wild fruit and berries to support a moderate 
livelihood for the treaty beneficiaries. While 
the Mi’kmaq promised not to molest the 
British in their settlements, the Mi’kmaq did 
not cede or give up their land title and other 
rights” (source: https://mikmaqrights.com/
negotiations/treaties ).

The Canadian Encyclopedia describes the 
Peace and Friendship Treaties made on the east 
coast with First Nations as “guarantee[ing] 
hunting, fishing and land-use rights for the 
descendants of the Indigenous signatories. 
The Peace and Friendship Treaties remain 
in effect today” (source: https://www.
thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/
peace-and-friendship-treaties). This is true 

more on page 6
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Grand Council 
comprised of FNT2T 
Membership, meets 
annually to discuss 
current collective 

business, pass 
resolutions and vote 

on laws.

Grand
Council

C I R C L E S  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – Letter to Canada, Minister 
Bennett. We appreciate the process of the 
Recognition of Indigenous Rights and Self 
Determination Discussion Tables (RIRSD) 
to resolve issues between Canada and the 
Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 
Territory (FNT2T).

We found that the central issue of the Treaty 
not being implemented properly and the 
issue of lands has not been adequately 
addressed, nor has this important matter 
been given sufficient attention. We have 
determined that this is a very important 
issue impacting our Anishinaabe people.

The issue we want to put in the forefront 
is the promise of fertile ‘lands set aside for 
Indians’ of Treaty 2.  These lands have never 
been set aside for farming reserves for the 
FNT2T people.

As we enthusiastically deal with the Tables 
on Governance, Economic Development, 
Health, Education and Justice, we keep 
asking ourselves “Governance over what?”

I am including examples of the promise 
provided by representatives of the Queen:

“The Honorable Adam A. Archibald, the 
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba (1870-72) 

No Fertile Soil set aside and protected 
is breech of treaty – Letter to Canada

CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND NATION

reported that he spoke to the people at the 
time of Treaty: “First, Our Great Mother, the 
Queen, wishes to do justice to all her children 
alike. She will deal fairly with those of the 
setting sun, as she would with those of the 
rising sun.”
 
”Your Great Mother wishes the good of all 
races under her sway. She wishes her red 
children to be happy and contented. She 
wishes them to live in comfort….to till land 
and raise food…I drove yesterday through 
the village below this Fort. There I saw many 
well-built houses, and many well-tilled 
fields with wheat and barley and potatoes 
growing, and giving promise of plenty for 
the winter to come.”
 
“Your Great Mother, therefore, will lay aside 
for you ’lots’ of land to be used by you and 
your children forever. She will not allow the 
white man to intrude upon these lots.
 
“Your Great Mother knows no difference 
between any of her people. “There will still 
be plenty of land that is neither tilled nor 
occupied where you can go and roam and 
hunt as you have always done, and, if you 
wish to farm, you will go to your own reserve 
where you will find a place ready for you to 
live on and cultivate.”
“Furthermore, the Indians seem to have 

false ideas of the meaning of a reserve. They 
have been led to suppose that large tracts 
of ground were to be set aside for them as 
hunting grounds, including timberlands, of 
which they might sell the wood as if they 
were proprietors of the land.”

The promise of fertile land was never fulfilled.  
The reserved land within Treaty 2 is at best 
Class 3 land, incapable of sustaining farming 
for the people of Treaty 2.  I am attaching the 
land agriculture survey completed for the 
lands in Treaty 2 territory.

It is clear that the promise of Treaty was not 
fulfilled and we are committed to addressing 
this issue first and foremost.  With 150 
years of the treaty being next year, it would 
be truly important for us to see our treaty 
implemented.

There has been a significant policy change 
to deal with these important issues in 
negotiation rather than litigation.  In order to 
fulfill that understanding, we are requesting 
that a Lands Table be established with FNT2T 
to immediately address this issue.

This issue is not new.  I am attaching a letter 
written to the Superintendent General of 
Indian Affairs Ottawa from Chief Joseph 
Houle, councillors and members of Ebb & 
Flow Lake on August 15th,1895. I am also 
attaching the response from Canada.  The 
letters speak for themselves.

The issue of fertile land has been brought to 
the attention of Canada numerous times over 
the years since. It can no longer be delayed or 
ignored.  It is at the heart of the future of our 
Anishinaabe peoples.

I trust that this fundamental issue will be 
recognized by you and your government and 
that Government of FNT2T will be contacted 
to establish this important table negotiation.

Nothing about us, without us,

Grand Chief Eugene Eastman,
Chief O-Chi-Cha-Ko-Sipi Anishinaabe Nation

Government, First Nations in Treaty 2 
Territory (FNT2T)
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Treaty 2 Territory – The Government of 
Manitoba unilaterally declares changes 
to hunting legislation – and caps off the 
announcement with the statement that they 
finally wish to uphold the honour the Crown 
by establishing “Shared Management” and 
consulting with Indigenous People.

On the 3 of September Grand Chief 
Eastman wrote to Minister Pederson on the 
Government of Manitoba’s failure to engage 
despite concerted efforts of the Government 
of FNT2T to work with their Department of 
Agriculture and Resource Development on 
a definition of what “Shared Management” 
looks like.  To date we have received no 
response. In fact, they have ceased to work 
through a Senior Official Forum, which was 
formed in 2003 as a precursor to “Shared 
Management”.

The Government of Manitoba press release 
states: “Despite these conservation closures, 
the moose population has not recovered to 
historic levels in those areas due to illegal 
hunting pressures and natural causes. 
As a result, the province will extend the 
moratorium by a year, pausing a limited 
interim hunting season that had been 
proposed for 2020 in the Duck and Porcupine 
Mountain areas.”

The Government of Manitoba makes no 
reference to the detrimental impacts of 
forestry activities within the conservation 
closures in the Duck and Porcupine 
Mountains.  This activity has directly 
impacted Moose habitat and Moose 
populations.  The Government of Manitoba 
has recently introduced a directive to the 
Clean Environment Commission further 
reducing regulatory oversight of forestry 
operations in these closed conservation 
areas.  The Government of Manitoba’s desire 
to bring Moose populations back to “Historic 
Levels” is contrary to their management 
regime as evidenced by the last 90 years since 
the illegal transfer of all resources under the 
Natural Resources Transfer Act (NRTA) 1930.

The Government of Manitoba further states: 
“To protect Manitobans and address the 
public safety risks of illegal and unethical 
hunting, the province is prohibiting night 
hunting effective tomorrow, Saturday, 
Oct. 10. Night hunting will be unlawful in 
Manitoba for all licensed hunters and on 
private land.

 However, the province is also announcing 
the implementation of a permit system 
to allow opportunities for rights-based 
hunting on some Crown land, and is 
putting in place different requirements for 
northern and southern Manitoba based on 
extensive Crown-Indigenous consultations 
that contributed to the development of this 
legislation.

Good Day All! We hope that everyone is 
staying safe and well. Over the past few 
weeks, Life Long Learning has posted 
many resources and shared information 
around Orange Shirt Day (September 30th) 
including a map of residential schools that 
existed in Treaty 2 Territory drafted by FNT2T 
staff member, Shawn Gurke. 250 Orange 
Shirt Day (Life Long Learning) shirts were 
delivered to FNT2T communities. We hope to 
increase our ability to order shirts each year 
so that more can be shared and distributed.

During this unprecedented time of 
COVID-19, FNT2T Regional Keepers and LLL 
staff worked hard to arrange for the safe 
delivery or pick-up of Orange Shirts with 
contacts in communities. FNT2T schools 
and communities are very busy as they 
continue to focus on the safety of students 
and members. It was important to hold an 
Orange Shirt Day event that followed safety 
protocols.

Ebb and Flow teacher, Brian Monkman, 
and the school, held a small honour walk 
with some students and staff as they 
held the Treaty 2 flag. Jenny Bone at 

Province of Manitoba Announces 
Legislation infringing on the Inherent 
and Treaty Rights of Anishinaabek

First Nations in Treaty 2 
Territory and Orange Shirt Day

NATURAL WORLD LIFE LONG LEARNING

Keeseekoowenin School shared a historical 
overview of residential schools with staff 
and participants. They, too, had a small 
walk to honour residential school survivors 
that included hand drum songs, community 
leadership, and Elders. Pinaymootang 
School principal, Edwin McCorrister, worked 
with teachers to ensure that they had an 
Orange Shirt Day event that was safe for all 
which included sharing teaching resources 
with staff. Ernestine Huhtala at Skownan 
School happily received shirts for students 
and staff. Students showcased artwork 
that demonstrated their learning about 
Orange Shirt Day. Lake Manitoba School 
principal, Freda Missyabit, welcomed 
shirts for staff to wear on September 30th. 
Dauphin River, Little Saskatchewan, Lake St. 
Martin, O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi, Gambler and 
Tootinaowaziibeeng touched based with 
Regional Keepers and held safe events to 
honour Orange Shirt Day.

Many across Treaty 2 Territory worked hard 
to recognize this important day in a way 
that was safe for all. It is important to always 
remember this part of our history.

*Image provided by Jenny Bone at Keeseekoowenin School.

In southern Manitoba, night hunting is 
banned except with a permit that allows 
rights-based hunting on Crown land, subject 
to terms and conditions establishing where it 
can be done safely.”

It is disingenuous for the Government of 
Manitoba to announce it is illegal for “all 
licenced hunters” to night hunt – when it 
is already law.  The permit system being 
introduced by the Government of Manitoba 
is eerily similar to the permits our ancestors 
required to leave the enclaves of the 
reservation systems that were created in this 
country.

The Government of Manitoba goes on to say 
their decision is based on extensive Crown/
Indigenous Consultations.  The Government 
of FNT2T never saw or had an opportunity 
to review the creation of any legislation 
developed by the Government of Manitoba.
The Government of Manitoba’s own power 
point presentation used during Crown/
Indigenous consultation also stated the 
following:

“• Elders spoke on night hunting and 
underscored the importance of maintaining 
their Treaty Rights and expressed concerns 
regarding the slow erosion of those rights.

• A number of Elders did not support night 
hunting as a traditional activity but a few 
indicated that they were taught to night 
hunt for sustenance as part of their culture.

• The Elders identified the need to consult 
further as each community/treaty area has 
its own customs and values with regards to 
night hunting.

• Manitoba is committed to further engage 
First Nations in a mutually respectful process 
to discuss night hunting concerns and other 
issues surrounding First Nations.

• A Roundtable on Accommodation and 
Reconciliation will be established to lead the 
discussions on the following priorities:

Immediate:

• Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Night 
Hunting and Safety

• Drafting of the Customary Law of the Hunt

• Development of Education and Training 
Module based on Anishinaabe Law on Safe 
and Responsible Hunting

Long- Term:

• Building better relationship and 
understanding between Conservation 
Officers and Indigenous Peoples

• Access to land to harvest for sustenance 
– Development of Permission Request for 
Hunting Access on Private Lands

• Training and employment opportunities for 
First Nations – SD Indigenous Conservation 
Officer Program

• Development of Hunter Safety Program

• Environment and Wildlife Management”
The Government of FNT2T has never 
received a response to proceed on any of 
these developments prior to launching their 
legislation.  The Government of Manitoba 
committed to returning to the Government 
of FNT2T and our local Nations prior to the 
development and announcement of any 
regulatory regime created to inform us on 
how our information was utilized in creation 

of the legislation.

“Unilateral decisions from those claiming 
rights to the resources allocated to our care 
and protection through both Anishinabek 
and western law is causing more damage 
and bringing us farther away from the 
ultimate goal of protecting our wildlife and 
our Natural World.  The systemic arrogance 
and failures of the Government of Manitoba 
to lead the way when it comes to resource 
management only highlights the fact that 
they have failed to adequately manage 
natural resources for the last 150 years. 

Now is the time for Indigenous leaders 
throughout our territories to unite and effect 
change and deter further erosion of our 
inherent rights.” said Grand Chief Eugene 
Eastman

C I R C L E S  N E W S
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Chiefs Council is comprised 
of a Chief/Headman from 
each Local Nation within 
FNT2T, they are mandated 
to protect Inherent and 
Treaty Rights and ensure 
implementation of Treaty.Chiefs

Council

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL RELATIONSNATURAL WORLD

This is a Briefing Note on Canada’s use of 
UNDRIP as Cover for Implementing White 
Paper 2.0 National Terminations Plan, 
including the Draft Legislative Proposal for 
a federal UNDRIP law to be introduced into 
Parliament by December 2020.

This background document describes the 
Trudeau government’s past four years 
manipulating the interpretation of UNDRIP 
to justify massive changes to federal policy, 
law and structure, particularly the processes 
of converting Indian Act Reserve Lands into 
Private Property.

Treaty 2 Territory – Our Nation and the 
Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 
Territory (FNT2T) is responding to the various 
news releases regarding the low moose 
populations within our Treaty 2 Territory. Our 
members have exercised restraint for the last 
10 years to contribute to the regeneration of 
the moose populations in the closures within 
our territory.

Three successive ministers from the 
Government of Manitoba have been given a 
mandate by their Premier to advance shared 
management with the original people 
of the territory that states the following, 
“Advancing a meaningful and respectful 
approach to shared management that 
works collaboratively with First Nations, 
Metis, landowners, licensed hunters, fishers 
and anglers to provide local communities 
a greater voice and ensure long term 
sustainability or our fish and wildlife, forestry 
and other resources.

“If the Government of Manitoba continues to 
harass our citizens in harvesting to feed their 
families than we will take action.  We have 
declared and are asserting our ancestral and 
inherent rights in protecting mother earth 

Canada’s use of UNDRIP as cover 
for implementing White Paper 
2.0 National Termination Plan

FNT2T supports sustainable level of 
moose harvesting in Duck Mountains

https://mediacoop.ca/sites/mediacoop.ca/files2/mc/briefing_note_on_federal_
undrip_agenda_oct_2020.pdf

within our territory through our laws.  The 
Government of Manitoba has refused to work 
and meet with us.”- Grand Chief Eugene 
Eastman, Chief O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi.

On September 3rd, 2020, a letter was sent to 
the Government of Manitoba informing them 
that our Nation and Government of FNT2T 
would be proceeding with a sustainable level 
of harvest by our members. The 2019 survey 
results indicate there is a moderate increase 
of moose within the closed area of the Duck 
Mountains.

“The Natural World Committee along with the 
First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory shares the 
frustrations the Government of Manitoba’s 
inaction in engaging our government in a 
shared management process that is open, 
transparent and meaningful. Our inherent 
rights have been infringed upon for close to 
a decade and were not accommodated when 
the closures were enacted. As a result, we 
notified the Province of Manitoba expressing 
support for our citizens to sustainably harvest 
moose in the current areas so they can feed 
their families during these trying times.”- 
Chairperson of the Natural World Committee 

Darren Mousseau

The Government of FNT2T continues to 
welcome the opportunity to meet and work 
with indigenous people in our territory to 

strategize and share information to support 
ongoing natural world protection efforts of 
big game populations or any other species 
to ensure there is a viable population for 
our seven generations within our territory – 
Moozoog Wabung (Moose for tomorrow).

C I R C L E S  N E W S
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Chiefs Council is 
comprised of a Chief/
Headman from each 

Local Nation, it is 
mandated to protect 
Inherent Rights and 

ensure Implementation 
of the Treaty.

Chiefs
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – On Friday Oct 
23,2020 Regional Office Dauphin 
met with Stephen Chychota of the 
Dauphin Chamber of Commerce at 
the government building in Dauphin, 
Mb. Building an awareness and 
working relationship between FNT2T 
government and the local chamber of 
commerce.

With many Anishinaabe people coming 
to Dauphin for supplies and shopping 
from the local nations, FNT2T would like 
to work with the Chamber of Commerce 
to develop opportunities and be 
involved with the local companies that 
are Anishinaabe owned.

FNT2T Regional office will continue to 
work with the local nation business 
owners and the local chamber of 
commerce to move forward in business 
development and awareness.

FNT2T Regional Office Dauphin meets with local 
Chamber of Commerce

REGIONAL OFFICE / DAUPHIN

REGIONAL OFFICE NEWS
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Men Council is 
comprised of one 

appointed member 
from each Local Nation, 

it advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding life long 
learning, justice, 

peacekeeping and other 
matters.

Men
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – Dauphin River First 
Nation meets virtual with FNT2T, Canada and 
Health Canada on pandemic and emergency 
preparedness.

“There is no grocery store in Dauphin River 
we need to venture out to pick up groceries”, 
said Chief Stagg.

Testing continues throughout the territory.  
The most important factor right now is 
self-isolating, sanitizing, wearing masks 
and focus on wellbeing. FNT2T urges Health 
Canada to continue supporting our Local 
Nations during this time with resources and 
funds. There is a community support fund 
that can be accessed. Public health funding 
came through in the spring.

Treaty 2 Territory – On Tuesday Oct 06,2020 Community Futures 
representative Charlene Gulak and Melisa Stephaniw gave a 
presentation to the Finance and Administration committee 
on what services Community Futures Parkland can offer to 
member nations and its members.

There are number of program and funding opportunities 
available through the Community Futures Parkland. They offer 
small business loans, training, business development, funding 
programs for youth and women in the business sector.

If you have an interest in starting a small business or have 
any questions about the services offered, please contact the 
Community Futures Parkland at their website. FNT2T Regional 
Office Dauphin will work with Community Futures Parkland 
in connecting with the local nations and all members in the 
Treaty 2 Territory.

FNT2T Regional Office sets up meeting with Dauphin River,
Canada and Health Canada

FNT2T Regional Office Dauphin meets with Regional 
Connections to develop working relationship

REGIONAL OFFICE / DAUPHIN

REGIONAL OFFICE / DAUPHIN

“Significant flexibility in funding is required 
to deal with issues of the pandemic and 
emergency responsiveness planning. 
Another issue that was raised was the 
reimbursements that are outstanding 
with last year’s snowstorm. Tribal health 
is still carrying this debt and need to be 
reimbursements for absorbing these costs”, 
Said Chief Garnet Woodhouse, Portfolio 
FNT2T Health and Wellness Circle.

IRTC Health Services will continue with 
support with testing and nurse support. 
Dauphin River pandemic team, Leadership 
and Local Nation Helper meet daily, food and 
supplies coming in daily.

FNT2T Governing Council, Health Canada, 
and Canada will follow up on previous 
discussion on Thursday, November 5, 2020.

REGIONAL OFFICE NEWS
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Treaty 2 Territory – On Oct 23, 2020 FNT2T 
Regional Office Dauphin met with Regional 
Connections of Dauphin Immigration 
services to develop a network of resources in 
the Treaty 2 Territory. Regional Connections 
works with the newcomers to Canada and 
Manitoba. Debbie Slonowsky of Regional 
Connections stated they would like to 
have a working relationship with FNT2T 
government.

Treaty 2 Territory – The Government of 
FNT2T visited Obushkudayang (Lake St. 
Martin) Anishinaabe Nation to continue 
full efforts of staying in touch, discuss 
full communications and protect the 
territory jointly.

While in Obushkudayang Anishinaabe 
Nation, FNT2T met with Merv Sinclair 
who heads up their administration. 
Merv was briefed on the activities of 
FNT2T such as the Trust and Treasury 
and Unfinished Treaty Business.  Merv 

FNT2T Regional Office Dauphin meets 
with Regional Connections to develop 
working relationship

Treaty 2 Territory protection 
continues with visit to 
Obushkudayang

REGIONAL OFFICE / DAUPHIN REGIONAL OFFICE / PINAYMOOTANG

REGIONAL OFFICE NEWS

This would involve awareness and education 
of our Anishaanabe people of the territory, 
along with knowledge of the treaties. An 
upcoming meeting will be set up for the 
opportunity for FNT2T Life Long Learning 
Lodge to provide education and awareness 
to the newcomers to the territory. FNT2T 
Regional Office Dauphin will continue to 
develop working relationship with Regional 
Connections.

sits on the Finance/Administration 
and spent some time discussing 
the Finance Management Treasury 
Onankonehkawin.

Clarence Morse who is on the FNT2T 
Knowledge Council met the Keepers 
after at the check point to accept the 
4×8 Map and declaration.  a picture 
was taken with some of the dedicated 
members working the check point and 
testing everyone’s temperature prior to 
entering their Local Nation.

Treaty 2 Territory – The Community Futures Parkland is pleased to partner with Red Road 
Compass, a land-based Indigenous education provider serving the Parkland.  A series of 
facilitated opportunities and land-based learning events, to inspire entrepreneurship, are 
planned for the Fall 2020. Please RSVP to Red Road Compass to reserve your seat. 204-281-
4017 or redroadcompass@gmail.com.

Inspiring Indigenous Entrepreneurship 
– Community Futures Parkland



MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS                     15

w w w . m o c c a s i n t r a i l n e w s . c o m  |  w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m  |  w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

for all treaties signed between Canada and 
First Nations.

It is so important to know and to understand 
First Nations peoples Aboriginal Rights 
and Treaty Rights. These are not always 
upheld by those with whom our ancestors 
signed treaties, but they remain and they 
are believed by many to be sacred. They are 
entrenched in Canada’s constitution. They 
are part of International Law. We often see 
organizations and businesses across Turtle 
Island with signs that read “Established in 
(year)”. This would mean that history and 
time is important to everyone; therefore, the 
establishment of treaties should be equally 
as important. We are told to remember 
important events, to never forget. This 
remains true for treaties. This remains true for 
First Nations who’ve been in their traditional 
territories since Time Immemorial.

There are many disputes taking place across 
Canada. In Wet’suwet’en Territory, they are 
fighting against Coast GasLink pipeline 
being built on their traditional territory. 
Secwépemc Territory is protesting the Trans 
Mountain pipeline expansion in which the 
Tiny House Warriors are building homes along 
the pipeline’s path. The 1492 Landback Lane 
involves land defenders from Six Nations of 
Grand Rapids protecting their traditional 
territory from development. Kanehsata:ke 
are questioning an archeological dig in their 
territory. And the Algonquin of Barrier Lake 
(Quebec) are calling for a Moose Moratorium 
to protect declining populations from sports 

hunting.

In Manitoba, the Wildlife Amendment 
Act took effect on October 10th, 2020. 
This Act prohibits night hunting which is 
30 minutes after sunset and 30 minutes 
before sunrise. On October 9th, 2020, a 
news release was issued by Manitoba that 
stated the goal of this Act is to protect 
Manitobans while balancing Indigenous 
hunting rights with public safety (source: 
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.
html?item=49377&posted=2020-10-09). 
The word choice and phrasing, when used 
together, is problematic in that it suggests 
Indigenous hunting rights are a threat to 
Manitobans. They are not. Nor does the Act 
address how forestry activities have impacted 
moose populations. It is not plausible that 
(night) hunting, singlehandedly, would 
impact moose populations. A thorough 
study of most animal populations would 
surely result in numerous factors influencing 
animals and their habitats, particularly in 
a time of climate change. And we must 
remember, that First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples have harvested from the earth in a 
way that has been sustainable throughout 
generations. This Act also states it will 
establish a Shared Management Committee 
in which at least half of its members are 
Aboriginal.

Over time, there have been a number of 
profound court cases (based in the Western 
judicial system) that have spoken to 
Aboriginal Rights and Treaty Rights:

The Sparrow Case (1990) resulted in the 
Sparrow Analysis which sets guidelines for 
any federal or provincial legislation that 
may interfere with an Aboriginal or treaty 
right. First, is the limitation that is being set 
by the legislation unreasonable? Secondly, 
is the legislation imposing an unnecessary 
hardship on Aboriginal peoples affected? 
And lastly, does the legislation deny rights-
holders from exercising their right(s)?

The Van Der Peet Case (1996) resulted in the 
Van Der Peet Test which determines how an 
Aboriginal Right is defined. It has ten criteria 
for a practice to be considered an affirmed 
and protected Aboriginal Right under Section 
35 of the Constitution. The fourth criteria 
states that a practice must have existed 
prior to contact. However, Justice Lambert 
is quoted by Kent McNeil: “[A]boriginal 
rights are evolving rights” (“The Meaning 
of Aboriginal Title”, p.147). This means that 
Aboriginal rights should be understood as 
evolving over time just like humans do as a 
means to survive and subsist. First Nations 
(Indigenous) peoples and their cultures are 
not static nor frozen, they integrate new 
tools and technologies into their way of life.

However, there are critiques of both the 
Sparrow and Van Der Peet tests. Indigenous 
Foundations (UBC) points out that these tests 
can also work to restrict Aboriginal rights and 
their scope, which can allow for the Crown 
to extinguish them. They also critique “the 
court system for being ethnocentric, and 
failing to apply the same criteria to non-
Aboriginal populations [because] to do so 
would mean that only pre-contact European 
practices, for example, would be considered 

integral to Euro-Canadian culture” 
(Eisenberg qtd. by Indigenous Foundations: 
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.
ca/van_der_peet_case/). First Nations 
(Indigenous) peoples can adapt and change 
while remaining, First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples. According to Dr. Peter Kulchyski, 
First Nations (Indigenous) peoples retain 
Aboriginal rights by virtue of being 
Indigenous, the original peoples, of these 
lands and territories who’ve been practicing 
their ways including ways of subsistence 
since time immemorial.

It is for this reason, First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples also hold Inherent Rights, sacred 
rights, which stem for the Creator who 
placed each in their traditional territories; 
that is, the Wet’suwet’en, Secwépemc, Six 
Nations, Kanehsata:ke, Algonquin, Mi’kmaq, 
Anishinaabek, Cree and countless more. The 
world is experiencing an unprecedented 
time. With a global pandemic, it seems that 
nature has reminded the world of who is in 
control as we watched the economy shut 
down for weeks and struggle to return. This 
is something that First Nations (Indigenous) 
peoples have understood since Time 
Immemorial.

Miigwetch. Renew and revitalize.

Sources: All the above sourced websites were 
accessed on Oct. 16/20. Print (book) sources 
used include “The Meaning of Aboriginal 
Title” by Kent McNeil in the book, Aboriginal 
and Treaty Rights in Canada edited by 
Michael Asch (UBC Press, 1997, pp. 135-154); 
and, Aboriginal Rights are not Human Rights 
in Defence of Indigenous Struggles by Peter 
Kulchyski (ARP, 2013, pp. 22).

The Mi’kmaq... from page 6

LIFE LONG LEARNING
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First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory – Central Turtle Island
Government Office – Lake Manitoba: Box 1254 Lake Manitoba, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 3K0

Regional Office – Pinaymootang: Pinaymootang Conference Centre, Business Rd Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 0X0
Regional Office – Dauphin: Suite 119 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Government Building – Dauphin: 38 2nd Ave NE Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2V4 
Life Long Learning Lodge – Dauphin: 19 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Treaty 2 Territory – Government of FNT2T 
continues to protect the territory with 
the support of Local Nations.  This week 
our Keepers visited Gaagiishkikamigaak 
(Little Saskatchewan).

In Gaagiishkikamigaak Anishinaabe 
Nation, Chief Hector Shorting and 
Council was given a briefing on the 
new steps with the Trust and Treasury 
which supports the fiscal relationship 
with FNT2T and Canada. They also 
discussed their Onankonehkawin (Law), 
a first law written by their Nation 
which will harmonize with The Nation’s 
Onankonehkawin.

Gaagiishkikamigaak moving forward 
will be meeting with their members 
through their LNH Rhonda Parenteau.  
Rhonda will be setting up sessions 
and a strategy to have all members 
involved with their process. FNT2T’s 
Regional Office – Pinaymootang will be 
assisting them through Keeper, Darlene 
Woodhouse.

The Moccasin Trail News was ready and 
provided to the leaders. The 4×8 Map 
and declaration was presented to their 
leaders.

Treaty 2 Territory protection continues
with visit to Gaagiishkikamigaak

REGIONAL OFFICE / PINAYMOOTANG

REGIONAL OFFICE NEWS
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Treaty 2 Territory – On a wonderful day 
on Wednesday, 30 September 2020 in 
Moosomin, Treaty 2 Territory Central 
Turtle Island, Chief Norman Bone, 
Keeseekoowenin and the Government 
of FNT2T Keepers presented to the 
technical team of Treaty 1-11.  The 
hosting of the small gathering and 
presentation was made to very limited 
technicians present and online Zoom.

The presentation on Unfinished Treaty 
Business, Onankonehkawin and Mino-
Bimaadiziwin was made by Chief Bone 
and Lead Keeper, Boh Kubrakovich. 
The timeline history was made by Life 
Long Learning Lodge Keeper, Allen 
Sutherland. Allen did a great job going 
into the timeline of history.

“The sole purpose of taking up lands 
was for immigration and settlement; 
thus, First Nations of Treaty 2 Territory 
should have maintained control of 
lands not taken up for immigration and 
settlement. There is no mention in the 
treaty of natural resources. In the treaty, 
it was ordered that the Government 
of Canada pay compensation for the 
lands taken up for immigration and 
settlement”, said Chief Norman Bone 
who was quoting the letter sent to 
Canada by Grand Chief Eugene Eastman.

This leads to the transfer of lands 
to the provinces – Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan through the Natural 
Resource Transfer Act 1930. It would not 

FNT2T presents Unfinished Treaty Business, Onankonehkawin 
and Mino-Bimaadiziwin to Treaty 1-11 technical team

have changed things if we had earned 
and distributed the income from the 
land rather than the settlers.

The land and prosperity were to 
be shared. The prosperity of the 
Anishinaabe was to keep pace with 
that of the settlers. The promise of 
the Treaty was for the Anishinaabe 
of Treaty 2 to retain the territory and 
when ready to farm, have put aside 
protected fertile land throughout the 
territory upon which they could prosper, 
yet First Nations people have been 
disadvantaged since treaty was made. 
The day before the Anishinaabe had 
everything they needed in the territory, 
the day after treaty something went 
wrong.

There can be no true reconciliation 
between Canada and First Nations 

LOCAL NATIONS NEWS

without a return of land and the 
territory. A new structure must be 
established to effect systemic change 
and revolutionize the dynamic. First 
Nations of Canada represent a large 
workforce and customer base in the 
Canadian framework. As a measure of 
how the current structure has failed, 
it will come as no great surprise that 
there is not one millionaire among the 
FNT2T population. The structure of the 
historical and current system does not 
allow for There are 10’s of thousands of 
millionaires among non-indigenous on 
FNT2T lands.

The Anishinaabe of Treaty 2 Territory are 
referencing two legal opinions regarding 
the strength of its case set out above 
which includes Kent McNeil and Peter 
Hutchins: “Cede, Release and Surrender: 
Let’s Face It – It Didn’t Happen Here”

“No claims to compensation for lands not 
required for settlement were envisaged 
because it must have been assumed 
that those lands would be left in the 
possession of the Indian Tribes. It might 
even be contended that the condition 
limited the Canadian government’s 
authority to negotiate surrenders of 
lands to lands actually required for 
settlement.” — Professor Kent McNeil, 
Osgoode Hall

The Queen’s orders to the Government 
of Canada were not only directive – they 
were imperative – they must be obeyed. 
The validity of the Government’s conduct 
is open to challenge, and in sum, lands 
can be taken up: only for settlement, 
fair compensation must be paid, other 
lands still “belong to the Indians” and 
resources and waters were not included 
in the Treaty.

The promise of fertile land was never 
fulfilled. The reserves are substandard 
for the purposes of agriculture as 
compared to the land provided to the 
settlers. The honor of the Crown was not 
maintained. The resources of the land 
were not equally shared.

If a case is made and the treaty deemed 
broken, Anishinaabe title would remain; 
therefore, a new arrangement would 
have to be arrived at, with the two 
parties aware of historical and present 
facts and information.

“Inherent Rights are the original and 
ancestral rights held by First Nations in 
Treaty 2 Territory. They are born with 
inherent rights because their ancestors 
have been in these territories since 

more on page 19
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more on page 17

Youth Council is comprised 
of one appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding sports, 

recreation and games, 
with one representative 

to attend all Council 
meetings.

Youth 
Council
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LOCAL NATIONS NEWS

Treaty 2 Territory – October 2020, Grand Chief 
Eugene Eastman provides an update on the 
direction of the First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory 
from the FNT2T Government Building. Miigwech 
Grand Chief Eastman for the update!

Tipi Talks with Grand Chief Eugene Eastman

creation. These Inherent Rights are all 
encompassing in order for the people 
of the collective Nation, the Local 
Nations, to pursue Mino-Bimaadiziwin, 
the good life, as a unifying concept on 
Turtle Island, Mother Earth, according 

to the original instructions provided 
by Creator. Our Inherent Rights are the 
foundation that led to the consultation, 
negotiation and consent process”, said 
Grand Chief Eugene Eastman.

FNT2T presents Unfinished... from p. 17

Knowledge Council is 
comprised of one appointed 

member who is a Knowledge 
Holder and/or Keeper 

(includes Elders) from each 
Local Nation, provides 
recommendations and 

guides all the Councils in 
their deliberations with a 

member participating in all 
meetings.

Knowledge 
Council
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HIGHLIGHTS:
• Group system at beginning of training selected, team leaders 

appointment;
• Project Management Assignment will be ‘Building your First 

Law (Constitution)’ with a start to finish PM concept
• Various Instructors/Teachers in history, governance, project 

management, etc.
• Assignments given after each session for Nation insight, PPT 

submissions
• Constitutional development through entire course – project 

final is on Building a Constitution for your Local Nation
• Each group needs to go back to their Local Nation and meet 

with group or committee reviewing Laws
• Each session will assign tasks on building your Constitution 

chapter by chapter
• Daily will talk about all forms of Governance throughout the 

entire Program

22
27
29

3
10
17
19
24

1
8

10
12

5
12
19
26

2
9

16/18
23

2-18
23
25
31

OCTOBER
Introduction and Project Management Primer
Building a Communication Plan & Workplan
Treaty 2 Territory History – Train the Trainer

NOVEMBER
FNT2T Governance – Train the Trainer
FNT2T Declaration 
Seven Steps of Nation Rebuild
Seven Circles and Law-Making 
Engaging your Local Nation and Citizens

DECEMBER
Election Law
Trust, Land Trust, and Treasury
Citizenship and Membership
Timeline Presentations

JANUARY
Life Long Learning Circle
Children, Families and Nation Circle
Care and Protection of the Natural World Circle
Health and Wellbeing Circle

FEBRUARY
Restorative Peacemaking Circle
Internal and External Circle 
Traditional Land Use & Mapping 
Preparing to launch First Law Ratification 

MARCH
Electoral Officer Training 
Final First Law Presentations
Project Closure
Certification Presentation and Ceremony

22 October 2020 - 31 March 2021

First Written Law (Constitution) Update & Assignments:
Tuesdays 10:30am-12:00pm

Each Lesson begins daily in Office 365 Teams:
1:00pm – 4:00pm

Website/Communications/Blogging & Stories: 4:00-4:30pm

FACILITATION TEAM:
Allen Sutherland, LLLL Keeper

Boh Kubrakovich, Lead Keeper

Darlene Woodhouse, Regional Office (Pinay) Keeper

Marlene Davis, Special Projects Keeper

Ray Mousseau, Operations Keeper  

Rene McGurry, LLLL Development Keeper

Scott Lynxleg, Regional Office (Dphn) Keeper

Guest Presenters - TBA

Life Long Learning Lodge
19 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin

Treaty 2 Territory,
Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

www.lifelonglearning.fnt2t.com
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Treaty 2 Territory – The Administration 
and Finance Committee met to continue 
to move the busy agenda items forward 
which includes; finalizing the Terms of 
Reference, Administration Reporting, 
Budget Review Financial Statements, 
Internal Audit, Financial Administration 
Treasury Law and structuring the 
Infrastructure, Programs and Services 
(IPSs) with the Local Nations. The 
Fiscal Agreement with Canada is a low 
hanging fruit strategy and will get rid of 
ISC and go directly to Canada’s treasury.

The capacity building that is being 
implemented for November will include 
the Life Long Learning Lodge conducting 
a certified diploma program that will 
prepare our financial administrators and 
circle members to manage the dollars 
coming from FNT2T’s treasury such as 
the trust, land trust and IPS’s.

The Financial Administration Treasury 
Law continues to be worked on along 
with the structural readiness of the Trust 
and Treasury.

The Government of First Nations in 
Treaty 2 Territory (FNT2T) has given 
Anishinaabe Agowidiiwinan Secretariat 
the mandate to the management 
of administration and the delivery 
of its support services through the 
Anishinaabe Agowidiiwinan – Treaty 2 
and First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory. As 
such, the member Local Nations expect 
sound, transparent and accountable 
management of all administration 
and finances which will be according 
to the Government of FNT2T Financial 

Government of FNT2T Administration and Finance begins 
structural readiness to go directly to Canada’s treasury

LOCAL NATIONS NEWS

Administration Treasury Law.

The Administration derives its mandate 
from Resolution 2019-08-07-001 
Transformation on FNT2T Governance 
and adopted by the Grand Council of 
Anishinaabe Agowidiiwinan – Treaty 
2 as follows; 2019-08-27-001 – FNT2T 
Grand Council supports Government 
of FNT2T decisions made during 
2018-2019. Our authority is based 
in accordance to the Government of 
FNT2T and the Financial Administration 
Treasury Law.

The Administration reports to the 
Executive Council, Administration/
Finance Committee and advises 
our Keepers and Helpers within the 
administrative and financial operations 

of the Government of FNT2T.  This 
process supports administrative steps 
with the four (4) core areas such 
as; Communications, Corporations, 
Finance/Policy, and Operations. 

Operations include; Regional Offices, 
Circles and Local Nation Helpers. Our 
Circles although under operations clearly 
breath on their own and will have its 
own administration once incorporated 
under FNT2T law.

Women Council 
is comprised of 
one appointed 

member from each 
Local Nation, it 

advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding children, 
families, health and 

wellbeing.

Women 
Council
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