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Treaty 2 Territory – The Anishinaabek of Treaty 2 Territory continue to move forward in the 
protection of our Nation, territory and our government. On August 21st, 1871 a treaty was made 
between the crown representatives from England and Ireland and our Anishinaabek (Chippawa 
and Cree) of the territory to protect 21,440 million acres and welcome your ancestors through 
immigration and settlement.

Our Voice. Our Time.

Treaty 2 Govt hosts 2 days of ceremonies
to commemorate the making of Treaty 2

August 21, 1871 – 150 years of resilience

Provincial Indigenous Reconciliation and Northern Relations Minister Alan 
Lagimodiere invited Grand Chief Eugene Eastman to raise the Treaty 2 flag at 
Memorial Park to mark the upcoming 150th anniversary of the signing of Treaty 
No. 2. The flag was then lowered to half mast in honour of the Survivors of 
Residential School and Children who were left behind.

more on page 2

Treaty 2 @ 150:
Stories in Photos

page 11

Congratulations Kithithkatchewanung Nation Treaty 2 flag raised at Memorial Park to mark the 
150th anniversary of the signing of Treaty No. 2

The Anishinaabe of 
Riding Mountain

page 5

Our Treaty 2 Government would like to acknowledge and congratulate 
Kithithkatchewanung Nation (Dauphin River First Nation) on hosting an 
incredible few days to commemorate the making of Treaty No.2 - 15O Years ago!

Our Keepers & Helpers truly enjoyed our time in your Nation. Miigwech for your amazing 
hospitality. The food, the boat rides, the gifts - very much appreciated. To the members 
of Dauphin River; Miigwech for welcoming us and having us in your beautiful nation.

History of 
Manitoba House

page 10

A gathering of delegations and members from our Local 
Nations and our Councils gathered this past weekend 
at Wasagaming’s Anishinabe Sharing Lodge. The event 
began Friday with a Pipe Ceremony, Water Ceremony, and 
teachings on the History of the making of Treaty 2. 
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F N T 2 T  N E W S

Treaty 2 extends congratulatory message to NAN as their nation 
welcomes newly elected leadership in their Territory.

Nishnawbe Aski Nation concludes 39th Keewaywin Conference;

Miigwech to Robert and Mary 
Maytwayashing and Peter Atkinson for 
coming to share their gifts, prayers, and 
teachings with us.

The Anishinabe Sharing Lodge was 
designated in memory of Rarihakwats, 
a historian whose unremarkable and 
immeasurable research on the history of 
the Treaties helped form and shape our 
Treaty 2 Government. A video played in 
loop throughout the event allowing 
visitors to learn more about the history 
of the Treaties.

On Friday, Mrs, Mary Houle led a Jingle 
Dress Dance in prayer for our Nations, 
our Territory, Turtle Island, and Mother 
Earth – to bring healing from Covid-19. 
Several Jingle Dancers from the Territory 
joined Knowledge Keeper Mary as they 
danced to the drumming of the North 
Wolf Ojibway Drum Group from Ebb and 
Flow First Nation.

Saturday’s event include a Grand Entry 
led by Northern Lights Horse Riders of 
Treaty 2 who will deliver our Eagle Staff, 
followed by a medal ceremony. Loretta 
Ross of the Treaty Relations Commission 
of Manitoba will present Treaty 2 medals 
to all Chiefs of First Nations in Treaty 
2. Delegates in attendance include 
Knowledge Keepers, Treaty 2 Ogichidaa, 
AMC Grand Chief Arlen Dumas, SCO 
Grand Chief Jerry Daniels, AFN Regional 
Chief Cindy Woodhouse, Minister of 
Indigenous Reconciliation and Northern 
Relations Alan Lagimodiere, along 
with officials representing various 
organizations and governments.

During Saturday’s ceremony. during 
an emotional presentation,  Treaty 2 
Ogichidaa, Eugene Eastman was gifted 
with a new bonnet by Chief Noman 
Bone.  Ogichidaa Eastman accepted the 
bonnet and dedicated it to the memory 
of this late father, and his late wife.

Treaty 2 Territory – On behalf of the 
Ogemaag, the Government of FNT2T 
wishes to congratulate newly elected 
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Grand Chief 
Derek Fox, Deputy Grand Chief Bobby 
Narcisse, Deputy Grand Chief Anna 
Achneepineskum and Deputy Grand 
Chief Andrew Solomon.

FNT2T would also like to recognize Alvin 
Fiddler for his exemplary leadership as 
the former Grand Chief of NAN. We wish 

Treaty 2 Govt... from page 1

North Wolf Ojibway Drum Group sang 
an honour song, as those in attendance 
stood in remembrance of Residential 
School Survivors and those children who 
never made it home.

Throughout the weekend, Keepers, 
Helpers, and Volunteers could be seen 
wearing red t-shirts with the wording 
“Miminik” NO MORE in honour of 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women and Girls Transdenger plus.

Afternoon and evening entertainment 
with include Pow wow dancing, and 

performances by some of the Territories 
incredible entertainers including 
Gator Beaulieu, Frannie Klein, Leonard 
Sumner,  Jason Lepine representing the 
Metis Nation, The Mousseau Brothers, 
the Mosquitoz, and Headliner Doc 
Walker. Performances also included 
World Champion Jiggers, Ryan Richard, 
Felicia Morrisseau, and TikTok sensation, 
Mikey Harris and siblings.

Treaties were negotiated in Canada 
between First Nations and the British 

Crown as early as 1701 and continued 
in both pre- and post-Confederation 
periods. Treaty No. 2 was negotiated and 
entered in August 1871 at the Manitoba 
House Fur Trading Post, also known as 
the ‘Manitoba Post Treaty’, on the west 
shore of Lake Manitoba.

A few communities that share in the 
Treaty No. 2 include Brandon, Dauphin, 
Melita, Minnedosa, Roblin, Virden and 
many more.

The First Nation communities that 
entered into Treaty No. 2 include:

• Dauphin River,
• Ebb and Flow,
• Keeseekoowenin,
• Lake St. Martin,
• Lake Manitoba,
• Little Saskatchewan,
• O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi,
• Pinaymootang, and
• Skownan. 

Treaty 2 extends north and west of 
Treaty 1 territory, from the east shore 
of Lake Winnipeg, across the centre and 
southwest of Manitoba to the Moose 
Mountains in southeast Rupertsland. 
This territory includes 8,676,828 
hectares of land, including Riding 
Mountains, Duck Mountains, Turtle 
Mountains, Hecla/Grindstone and 
Moose Mountains.

We are all treaty people, and it is our 
shared responsibility as Manitobans 
to implement the spirit and intent of 
which Treaty No. 2 was made, and it was 
an honour to us to be able to share this 
event with visitors from backgrounds, 
and Nationalities. Thank you to all those 
who came out to share this significant 
day with us.

Submitted by Marlene Davis, 
Communications Keeper

you the very best and Gichi Miigwech for 
your willingness to foster relations with 
our Nation in the sacred fight to improve 
the rights for Abinoonjiwaag – Children, 
Families and Nation Onakonekawin.
“We look forward to building political 
relations and collaborating on national 
treaty strategies as well as in advocacy 
initiatives of mutual interest to improve 
the quality of bimaadiziwin for our first 
peoples, wishing you all every success” 
Expressed Ogichidaa Eastman.”
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It’s time to recall the foundational values 
of the Treaty relationship

F N T 2 T  N E W S

Treaty 2 Territory – It’s time to recall 
the foundational values of the Treaty 
relationship; an educational commentary 
shared by AFN Regional Chief Cindy 
Woodhouse as shared in The Hill Times (re-
shared with permission from Regional Chief 
Woodhouse)

It’s time to acknowledge that Canada would 
not have the global reputation it has, as a 
good, peaceful place to live, as a place where 
people are generous and provide refuge to 
those in need, without our treaties.

The front and back of the medal presented 
to chiefs and councillors of Treaties No. 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. Our people are generous 
and extended a hand of friendship and 
continue to do so. And we still expect, and 
require, that the honour of the Crown, our 
Treaty partner, be upheld, writes Regional 
Chief Cindy Woodhouse.

The territories of the 11 numbered treaties 
stretch from Northern Ontario, across the 
Prairies to the northeastern corner of British 
Columbia and include part of the Northwest 
Territories. The numbered treaties remain 
foundational to the peace and the well-
being of all the people who now live in our 
territories—whether you came to Canada 
as an immigrant, refugee, or you are a 
descendant of someone who was.

The challenges First Nations faced in 1871 
were in many ways not dissimilar from 
some we see today—we suffered food 
insecurity because of settler activities and 
imposed laws, we faced new diseases that 
arrived with newcomers that we had never 
encountered before, and there were people 
migrating to our territories seeking our 
protection and opportunity in our lands as 
they fled conflict and oppression elsewhere.

When First Nations sought a Treaty with the 
Crown, we sought a respectful relationship 
not domination and oppression. We did not 
agree to “cession” of lands. In accordance 
with our values and laws, we were willing 
to share the lands and allow people to come 

to farm and sustain themselves—so long 
as they respected our inherent rights to 
sustain and govern ourselves.

Our Treaty partner has not upheld its part 
of the relationship that well. So, it’s time to 
acknowledge that Canada would not have 
the global reputation it has, as a good, 
peaceful place to live, as a place where 
people are generous and provide refuge to 
those in need, without our treaties, and not 
without the First Nations values of peace 
and mutual support that inform those 
treaties.

Without the vision and the values of our 
leadership, opportunities for millions of 
people to share in the rich resources of our 
lands would not have been possible.

Our people are generous and extended a 
hand of friendship and continue to do so. 
And we still expect, and require, that the 
honour of the Crown, our Treaty partner, 
be upheld. That is one thing you can count 
on with First Nations people—we are 
consistent in our beliefs and positions, even 

over hundreds of years. A commitment is 
a commitment, especially when made in 
ceremony before the Creator.

I am very proud to be a descendant of a 
signatory to Treaty No. 2, Chief Richard 
Woodhouse (Kee-wee-tah-quun-na-yash). 
My most cherished possession is the Treaty 
medal he received, and which can be seen in 
a photograph in the holdings of the National 
Archives. My father, Garnet Woodhouse, 
has entrusted it to one of my sons, who 
represents the seventh generation since 
Treaty, He is learning that the Treaty medal 
represents the sacred commitments of our 
people and those of the Crown.

I hope to leave my sons, and future 
generations, a Canada where Treaty 
implementation actually happens, where 
the honour of the Crown is upheld. And that 
means respecting First Nations’ inherent 
rights as peoples, including our right to our 
lands and self-determination. These are 
rights that the Creator entrusted to us. These 
are rights which cannot be extinguished.

At the moment, I still hold onto the hope of 
seeing Treaty implementation.

We have decisions ahead. Many Treaty 
regions are examining the need for a 
federal Treaty Commissioner to help 
educate and guide our Treaty partner. And 
we are looking at opportunities to ensure 
implementation of the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Article 
37 of the Declaration states: “Indigenous 
peoples have the right to the recognition, 
observance and enforcement of treaties” 
and to have [member States of the United 
Nations] “honour and respect such treaties.”

And finally, let us all recall the principles 
of reconciliation suggested by the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 
The sixth principle states: “All Canadians, 
as Treaty peoples, share responsibility for 
establishing and maintaining mutually 
respectful relationships.”

I will work hard to advance this work. I 
look to the Crown, and to all Canadians, 
to join First Nations in realizing our joint 
commitment to peace and to hold each 
other up.

Regional Chief Cindy Woodhouse is a 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
Assembly of First Nations and is a proud 
member Pinaymootang First Nation in 
Treaty 2 Territory.

MTNLive has been granted permission by 
AFN Regional Chief Woodhouse to report 
this article. To view the original article, 
please scan the code.

(Jaison Empson/CBC)
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Treaty 2 Territory – Keeseekoowenin 
Ojibway Nation hosted a traditional 
Men’s Gathering on July 29 & 30, 
2021, in their home nation. Men 
from the nations of Ebb Flow, 
Waywayseecappo, Pine Creek, 
Ocean Man, and Tootinaowaziibeeng 
attended and listened to the stories 
that were shared. Some of the topics 
and presentations were: Addictions, 
Mental Health, Grief and loss, and 
Domestic Violence.

These gatherings give men an 
opportunity to have a safe place 
to share their stories. As men we 
need a place to come together and 
participate in ceremonies such as 
sweat lodge to help heal the men that 
are having addiction problems. This 
give the men a sense of belonging and 
identity in who we are as indigenous 
men and our role in the nation. There 
was a sweat lodge and sharing circles 
for the men to participate. Chief 
Norman Bone of Keeseekoowenin sat 
in the sharing circles and shared some 
of the history of Keeseekoowenin. 
Councillor Bradley Burns was also in 

Keeseekoowenin hosts Traditional Men’s Gathering 
to promote healing

Grand Council 
comprised of FNT2T 
Membership, meets 
annually to discuss 
current collective 

business, pass 
resolutions and vote 

on laws.

Grand
Council

attendance. It was a great two days 
of sharing and ceremonies for the 
men. There will be upcoming Men’s 
Gatherings in other nations, this will 
give other men from other nations an 
opportunity to learn and participate 
in their cultural way of life. It was a 
great two days in Keeseekoowenin 
for the men.

By Scott Lynxleg
Internal/External Keeper

F N T 2 T  N E W S
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Treaty 2 Territory- For the Anishinaabe, 
Turtle Island, also known as North 
America, was chosen as their homeland 
by the Creator, Kichi Manitou. It is a 
common understanding that this has 
been home since time immemorial. 
The Anishinaabe have maintained 
traditional connections to the land and 
waters, and with Parks Canada work to 
protect and present Riding Mountain 
National Park.  RMNP is located within 
Treaty 2 Territory and Parks Canada 
works with First Nations from Treaties 2, 
4 and 1.

Riding Mountain National Park of 
Canada Overview:
A proposal that a national park is 
established in eastern Manitoba was 
under consideration as early as 1919. 
The area near the Whiteshell River 
was proposed but the implementation 
was not discussed for several years. 
Not everyone favoured the prospect 
of a National Park in the Whiteshell 
area even though the Riding Mountain 
Forest reserve was more accessible in 
the highway system, more centrally 
located and had one of the largest elk 
herds in Canada. Therefore, it was more 
preferred area than the Whiteshell.

The Manitoba government advised that 
there would only be one national park 
in Manitoba. An assessment was done 
on both areas, and it was decided that 
the Riding Mountain site was favoured 
over the Whiteshell area. It was 
recommended that a summer recreation 
area be created, taking in an area of 180 
kms surrounding Clear Lake. Towns and 
municipalities recommended that the 
entire Riding Mountain Forest Reserve 
become a national park as it was, “an 
island of wilderness surrounded by a 
sea of farmland.” In 1929, the Riding 
Mountain Forest Reserve was set aside 
as a national park, and on July 26, 1933, 
Riding Mountain National Park was 
officially opened.

To the Indigenous people, the forests, 
prairies, and lakes of Riding Mountain 
were favourite hunting and fishing 
ground. Two hundred years ago, the 
Cree were in possession of the highlands 
while their allies, the Assiniboines, 
roamed the prairies in pursuit of the 
bison. These people followed the retreat 
of the bison herds to the west and were 
replaced by the Ojibway, who still live in 
the area today.

The Anishinaabe of Riding Mountain

Between 1731 and 1749, Pierre de la 
Verendrye and his sons explored and 
traded on the plains around Riding 
Mountain. A post was established 
on Lake Dauphin in 1741, and soon 
the Hudson’s Bay Company followed 
suit. By the 1800s, the mountain was 
surrounded by posts, and a rich harvest 
of furs flowed outward to distant 
countries. Resulting from 150 years 
of exploitation, the populations of fur 
bearers were significantly reduced. 
Species such as the otter, marten, fisher 
and wolverine disappeared completely.

Since riding was the easiest means of 
exploring the rugged highland in search 
of furs and game, the original name of 
Fort Dauphin Hill was changed to Riding 
Mountain, which is still used today. 
Among the first settlers were Robert 
Campbell and his son Glen Lyon, who 
cleared the Strathclair Trail.

After Canadian Pacific Rail reached 
Brandon in 1881, settlers from 
Eastern Canada, Europe and the 
U.S.A. established themselves on 
the plains around Riding Mountain. 
These settlements used the highland 

as a source of timber for building, 
railroads, firewood, and wild meat to 
supplement their food supply. The need 
for conservation of our natural resources 
was recognized in the closing years of 
the 19th century. The highland was 
withdrawn from settlement and made a 
forest reserve. At this time, the area was 
still noted for its hunting.

It was under the forest service that the 
system of issuing permits to lease land 
and build cottages was initiated in 1925. 
Prior to that time, only hunters’ camps 
existed for short periods on the shore of 
Clear Lake. A hunting camp existed near 
what is now referred to as Deep Bay 
(formerly known as Seaplane Bay and 
before that Montague Bay, named after 
a doctor from Minnedosa). After 1912, 
George Clark and his wife from Newdale 
camped on the shores of Clear Lake, and 
for years this area was officially known 
as Clark’s Beach.

On May 30, 1930, the Forest Reserve 
became Riding Mountain National 
Park, and at the official dedication on 
July 26, 1933, a bronze plaque on the 
cairn on the main beach was erected 
to commemorate the event. It reads: 

“This Tablet commemorates the official 
opening of Riding Mountain National 
Park, an area dedicated to the people of 
Canada for their benefit, education, and 
enjoyment.”

During more recent historic times, 
various Indigenous peoples inhabited 
the region. The Ojibway migrated 
from eastern regions to inhabit the 
Riding Mountain area, previously the 
home of the Nakota (Assiniboine) 
Nation. The Nakota are known to have 
travelled widely and regularly between 
the Souris, upper Assiniboine, South 
Saskatchewan and Missouri rivers long 
before horses played a significant role 
in their travels. The Nakotas shifted 
west and south due to their declining 
numbers caused by European diseases, 
shifting tribal boundaries, declining 
local bison herds and resources for 
trading, and a westward shifting of the 
fur trade establishments, particularly up 
the Missouri River.

The Ojibway, active suppliers to the fur 
trade, roamed the Riding Mountain area 
in pursuit of fur as well as maintaining 
a traditional lifestyle of fishing and 
hunting. The creation of Canada 
necessitated the signing of treaties 
between the Government of Canada and 
Indigenous peoples in the 1870s. These 
treaties created the reserve system, 
and today there are several First Nation 
communities around the Park.

In 1896, a Fishing Reserve was 
established on the shores of Clear Lake 
for the Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First 
Nations at Elphinstone. This Indian 
reserve was wrongfully removed in 
1930 by the Department of the Interior 
at the time of the establishment of 
the Park. This land was returned to the 
Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nation 
in 1991 after a land claim by the Band. 
Additional lands in this area, commonly 
referred to as the 1906 lands, are 
presently the focus of a land claim by the 
Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nations. 
Oral histories of various First Nations’ 
elders have added to this archaeological 
and geographical knowledge. 
Understanding of the strong spiritual 
meaning that the mountain provided 
to Indigenous people has grown. The 
sacredness of the mountain is linked to 
its abundant water.

Photo from Instagram by: fishgirlphotography

more on page 21
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Treaty 2 Territory – To give credit to where it is due for this political game changer 
is held by the direction and voice of the Chiefs. In a political and treaty context, 
the priority to ensure that any acts of genocide will no longer be tolerated has 
been set quite clearly.

Our Anishinaabe Knowledge Keepers and Leaders before us have modelled the 
way in terms of courageously speaking out to hold all levels of government 
accountable for political marginalization.  One of main political realities here 
is that racism exists and grows if your party supports it – whether your party is 
touting partisan or non-partisanship or not. 

“The times of denial or the simple strategy of the “walking-back” 
of things said to harm our first peoples are over. Therefore, the 
political ideologies of any political party must be given an overhaul 
and align with the spirit, intent, and truth of reconciliation – a 
strong leadership call to be inclusive and respectful of the sacred 
treaty relationship remains to be a daily and pressing election 
expectation for T2T. The Ogemaag will continue to be insistent 
and in front of what most people may find difficult topics or 
situations. It is our hope and vision that dialogues on racism and 
genocide will be meaningful rather than one that is constrained 
or limiting, moving forward!” 

Pallister will not seek re-election as Premier of 
Manitoba; The Treaty 2 Government applauds 
Pallister’s decision to step down

–stated Ogichidaa Eastman

F N T 2 T  N E W S
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Governing Council is 
comprised of the Chiefs 
Council and a Chairperson 
from each of the Knowledge, 
Men, Women and Youth 
Councils, it meets 4 times 
a year to provide direction 
to FNT2T, draft laws and 
resolutions to be presented 
to the Grand Council and 
implemented therefor after.

Governing 
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – The week of 
Jul 27-31,2021 the nation of Lake 
St. Martin held their annual treaty 
days events. FNT2T government 
had an information booth and 
giveaways to the members of Lake 
St. Martin. Chief Adrian Sinclair 
stopped by the booth and talked 
about the events planned for the 
week.

Breakfast was served every morning at 
the school for all members and guests 
to enjoy, it was a great breakfast and 
a big thanks goes out to the cooks for 
the awesome food. Some of the events 
planned were:

Elder bingo
Silent auction
Kids games and races
Adult/elder games
Live entertainment

The weather was hot and sunny for 
the week, the members and children 
enjoyed all the events and giveaways 
for the children. This was the first treaty 
day events since the Covid pandemic. 
Covid protocols were in effect for people 
attending. The elders enjoyed one of 
their favorite events the BINGO! 

On Saturday Jul 31, the week long 
events concluded with a great night 
of live entertainment. Ebb and Flow’s 
Mousseau Brothers opened the music 

Lake St. Martin First Nation hosts week long Treaty Day events

show followed by C-Weed and ending 
with the very popular country band, “ 
Doc Walker”. 

It was a great night and week in 
the nation of Lake St. Martin. FNT2T 
would like to thank the leadership 
and members for the invite and great 
week of events. Please look for more 
upcoming events in treaty 2 territory 
nations.

Scott Lynxleg, Internal/External Keeper

F N T 2 T  N E W S
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on his victory in Carberry! This weekend, Cameron’s outfit was sponsored by 
O’Meara Construction out of Pinaymootang (owned by Matt and Mel O’Meara). 
It’s awesome to see our Nations coming together to support one another!

And even in the days and 
years after the Treaty No. 
2 was made at Manitoba 
Post, we had Chiefs and 
Headman such as Chief 
Richard Woodhouse 
representing his Nation of 
Pinaymootang, and our 
beautiful Territory.

It’s because of leaders like 
Chief Woodhouse that we 
are able to call this beautiful 
Territory home, and as 
a Government we will 
continue to work with our 
Nations, and our members 
to assert jurisdiction, tend 
to unfinished business, and 
to reclaim our inherent 
rights as Anishinaabe 
people.

Chief Richard Woodhouse representing
his Nation of Pinaymootang

Congratulations to Cameron Campbell
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History of Manitoba House:
Treaty 2 on August 21, 1871

more on page 15

Knowledge Council is 
comprised of one appointed 

member who is a Knowledge 
Holder and/or Keeper 

(includes Elders) from each 
Local Nation, provides 
recommendations and 

guides all the Councils in 
their deliberations with a 

member participating in all 
meetings.

Knowledge 
Council

Treaty 2 Territory – Manitoba House was 
a fur-trading post established on the 
western shore of Lake Manitoba, south 
of The Narrows, in the late 1810s or early 
1820s. Located near today’s community 
of Kinosota, in the Rural Municipality of 
Alonsa, it was one of the first inland posts of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. It was a modest 
facility. A map at the Archives of Manitoba 
shows that, in 1891, there were six buildings 
at the site but no palisade around them. A 
1½-story log building and attached kitchen 
was the home of the trader, surrounded 
by a garden, and four other outbuildings 
were a trading store, provision store, fur 
store and general warehouse, and flour 
store. Nearby was a road from the new 
community of Westbourne to the south 
and, on Lake Manitoba, a wharf for people 
arriving by water.

Manitoba Post, or Manitoba House was 
originally called Doubtful Post when it was 
established by the HBC in the fall of 1797 
and only operated for one year before 
closing.  Doubtful Post was reopened in 
1800 and given the name Manitoba House.  
This time it stayed in operation until 1824, 
when it (along with Fort Dauphin) was 
closed, and trade redirected to Fort Pelly 
as part of the HBC’s cost-cutting measures 
around this time.

Map of Manitoba House showing the 
Trader’s residence (#1), kitchen (#2), 
trading store (#3), provision store (#4), fur 
store and general warehouse (#5), and flour 
store (#6). Across the road was a dormitory 
for men, stables, and ice house (1891)
Source: Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, 
Archives of Manitoba
Manitoba House is where Treaty 2 was 
signed on August 21, 1871. The Lieutenant 
Governor of Manitoba, Adam G. Archibald, 
brought along his family to this historical 

event. Chiefs and headmen were named 
by the assembled Indians. These officials 
were authorized on their behalf to conduct 
the negotiations and to sign the Treaty. 
Chiefs and headmen were to become 
responsible to Her Majesty for the faithful 
performance by their respective Bands “of 
such obligations as shall be assumed by 
them.” The Chiefs named were Sou-sonse 
(Little Long Ears), “for the Swan Creek and 
Lake Manitoba Indians”;  Ma-sah-keey-
ash (He Who Flies to the Bottom) and 
“Richard Woodhouse, whose Indian name 
is Keweetahquinnayash (He Who Flies 
Around the Feathers), “ for the Indians of 
Fairford and the neighbouring localities”; 
Francois or Broken Fingers “for the Indians 
of Waterhen River and Crane River and 
the neighbouring localities” [Francois, or 
“Broken Fingers” had represented the Crane 
River community in Treaty making. He died 

shortly afterwards, and his son, Penaise, 
became Chief Penaise, and was employed 
by the Hudson Bay Company Manitoba 
House Post]; Mekis (The Eagle) or Giroux, 
“for the Indians of Riding Mountains and 
Dauphin Lake and the remainder of the 
Territory hereby ceded”.

Later after Treaty 2 was entered into, the Ebb 
and Flow Reserve was created to the north 
where it is to this day. Hebron Moar was 
the community patriarch and considered 
to be the best interpreter of the area. The 
first Indian Agency was located here after 
Treaty and the building was later bought by 
JJ Wilson who oversaw the Manitoba House 
Post for HBC. François or Broken Fingers 
was one of the signers that had signed the 
treaty with the crown’s representatives.

Remains of the Manitoba House replica 
from the 1970s

Manitoba House closed in the fall of 1910 
after a long period of decline. This ended 
a 114-year-old story. The buildings were 
used by a series of families as a dwelling 
and store. In 1928, the buildings were sold, 
and most were moved to a farm north of 
Alonsa. The kitchen part of the residence 
was moved to a nearby spot, and some of 
the remaining logs were used to build a 
church at Reedy Creek. Through much of the 
20th century, only a few depressions in the 
ground marked the former site of Manitoba 
House. In the early 1970s, a group of local 
residents working under the auspices of the 
Manitoba Metis Federation constructed a 
replica of the former fur trade post. At the 
time of a 2018 site visit, three abandoned 
and degraded buildings were seen.

Why was a treaty required in this time and 
place?

Treaty Two was created on August 21, 1871, 
to discuss matters of interest between the 
First Nations peoples and Her Majesty, 
Queen Victoria. Her Majesty wished to have 
British immigrants settle the land that the 
First Nations peoples inhabited, and the 
treaty was created to receive their consent. 
The treaty was established to maintain 
peace and goodwill between the First 
Nations peoples and the British Crown. The 
creation of the treaty also involved holding 
Chiefs and head men accountable for the 
actions of their peoples in keeping peace 
with the terms of the treaty.

The treaty defined the lands that the 
Natives were to possess in the form of 
reserves, but also indicated which lands 
they were to surrender to the British 
Crown. The Natives were to receive an 
allowance from Her Majesty’s coffers, as 
well as a yearly allowance of items such as 

Remains of the Manitoba House replica from the 1970s (Source: Gordon Goldsborough)
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CELEBRATING TREATY 2 @ 150 YEARS
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CELEBRATING TREATY 2 @ 150 YEARS
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PINAYMOOTANG TREATY 150 COMMEMORATION 
AND FLAG RAISING CEREMONY

AUGUST 10, 2021



MOCCASIN TRAIL NEWS                     17

w w w . m o c c a s i n t r a i l n e w s . c o m  |  w w w . t r e a t y 2 . c o m  |  w w w . f n t 2 t . c o m

PINAYMOOTANG TREATY 150 COMMEMORATION 
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KITHITHKATCHEWANUNG NATION
COMMEMORATION OF TREATY 150

HONOURING CURRENT AND FORMER CHIEFS - AUGUST 27, 2021
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blankets, clothing, twine, or other goods 
that the Natives might require, and the 
treaty was written to record the details of 
this agreement. The treaty also established 
that there were to be reserves created, as 
well as a school maintained by the British 
in each reserve. The main objective of 
the treaty was for the British Empire to 
expand towards the West without creating 
violence between the British settlers and 
the First Nations. This treaty enabled the 
British Crown to expand its territory while 
controlling First Nations peoples.

Which First Nations were included in this 
treaty?

The First Nations included in this treaty 
were smaller tribes of Chippewa Natives 
located in Manitoba. Tribes included were 
as follows; the Sou-sonse people of Swan 
Creek and Lake Manitoba, also known as 
Little Long Ears; the Ma-sah-kee-yash 
people of Fairford and the neighbouring 
localities, also known as he who flies to the 
bottom; a man by the name of Ke-wee-
tah-quun-na-yash whose actual name 
was Richard Woodhouse, also known as he 
who flies around the feathers; the Francois 
people of Waterhen River, Crane River and 

the neighbouring localities, also known as 
Broken Fingers; the Mekis (the Eagle) or 
Giroux people of the Riding Mountains and 
Dauphine lake. All these tribes had been 
located in the Manitoba region and had 
their own way of life. These tribes who were 
part of the Chippewa Natives were part of 
a much larger group of the Algonquian 
native tribe. Chippewa is also known as the 
Ojibway Natives. In British North America 
by 1902, there were around 30,000 of these 
native people.

What did these people want from the treaty 
process?

The Natives of this treaty mostly wanted 
peace between the other tribes, peace 
between each other and an abundance of 
land to sustain their people. The Natives 
along with Her Majesty agreed that there 
would be no consumption or distribution of 
alcohol on the reserves, and it was strictly 
prohibited. The Natives wanted to be good 
and loyal subjects to the Queen, and they 
would also be law-abiding citizens to 
eliminate confrontation. With having land, 
the Natives would be able to have a school 
on each reserve whenever they wanted and 
they also would have enough land for each 

family to sustain a household of five.

What did the government want from the 
treaty process?

The government wanted to gain land for 
the crown from the First Nations who 
already lived in the desired area and to 
locate them to reserves. The desired area 
was tract of land stretching roughly from 
the mouth of the Winnipeg River up north 
to the mouth of the Berens River, then 

north and west to Lake Waterhen, then 
descending roughly southwest to the 
Moose Mountains in modern Alberta and 
reaching is most southerly extent at the 
U.S. border. The territory is bounded by 
borders bending sharply to the North and 
East, crossing Lake Manitoba and finally 
leading due east to connect to the mouth of 
the Winnipeg River.

Submitted by Renée McGurry, Earth Lodge 
Development Helper

Map of Manitoba House showing the 
Trader’s residence (#1), kitchen (#2), trading 
store (#3), provision store (#4), fur store and 
general warehouse (#5), and flour store 
(#6). Across the road was a dormitory for 
men, stables, and ice house (1891) Source: 
Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, Archives of 
Manitoba

History of Manitoba House... from p.10
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FNT2T NEWS

O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi First Nation received 
First Aid/CPR Training at the Health Centre

Men Council is 
comprised of one 

appointed member 
from each Local Nation, 

it advises and makes 
recommendations 
regarding life long 
learning, justice, 

peacekeeping and other 
matters.

Men
Council

Congratulations to all those in 
O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi First Nation 
who received their First Aid/CPR 
Training at the Health Centre today 
provided by CORE First Aid provided 
first aid/cpr training at the Health 
Centre! Life Long Learning

“Great students, awesome humour, and they made it very easy for me to teach them these life saving skills. 
I’m excited to get this training into our First Nations & Métis communities.  So please feel free to pass on my 
business information to our Indigenous communities and organizations.” CORE First Aid, Info@corefirstaid.ca 
(from Ron Ducharme Facebook post)
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FNT2T NEWS

Women Council is 
comprised of one appointed 

member from each Local 
Nation, it advises and 

makes recommendations 
regarding children, 

families,
health and well-being.Women 

Council

Treaty 2 Territory - Today, his family and Nation hosted a 
farewell for Nakodan as we prepares to leave for Austin, 
Minnesota where he will play for the Austin Bruins. Nakoden 
was gifted and wrapped in a Star Blanket with love from 
Pinaymootang Health Centre.

Nakodan is a former member of the Pinaymootang Knights 
and was coached by Sharon Letandre and Grant Marsden.  

On behalf of our Treaty 2 Territory, we wish you well as you 
venture off in pursuit of your dreams. Play hard. Be safe. Our 
Territory will be cheering for you!  Miigwech Lana Racette for 
sharing your post & photos.

Nakodan Greyeyes is a member of 
the Pinaymootang First Nation
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Congratulations to the Peguis 
Redmen coming out on top in 
this year’s Dauphin Men’s Fastball 
League!  Congratulations Pitcher, Bo 
Thomas for being award the League’s 
MVP!

Peguis Redmen 
wins 2021 
Dauphin Men’s 
Fastball League

F N T 2 T  N E W S
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Treaty 2 Territory - One of the many beautiful moments at the 15O 
Year Commemoration of Treaty 2 in Wasagaming. Mrs. Mary Houle 
accepting a plaque in memory and honour of her late husband, 
Knowledge Keeper Percy Houle.

Knowledge Keeper Percy Houle honored in Wasagaming

Percy was a strong 
advocate and leader for 
our Treaty 2 Government. 
His guidance is missed 
everyday. We are 
grateful for Mary and 
her family being here 
with us. Miigwech!

F N T 2 T  N E W S
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FNT2T NEWS

15O years of commemoration in Wasagaming
Treaty 2 Territory - Miigwech to all 
those who joined us in Wasagaming 
and to all those who watched online! 
Despite some rain on Friday, we 
had an incredible couple of days to 
commemorate 15O years since our 
headman entered Treaty No. 2. 

For us, this was never about 
celebrating but rather a coming 
together to show the resilience, 
and unwavering strength of our 
Anishinaabe people over the past 
15O years. It wasn’t just about the 
Treaty; it was about our triumphs and 
tribulations. 

We honoured and remembered 
MMIWGT+ with our Red T-Shirts 
“Miminik” No More! 

We honoured the Survivors of 
Residential School and remembered 
those Children who never made 

it home . We held a Jingle Dance 
lead by Knowledge Keeper Mrs. 
Mary Houle to bring healing to our 
Nations, Turtle Island, and the World 
in the battle against COVID-19. 

We had ceremony. We prayed. We ate. 
We shared. We laughed. We cried. We 

danced. We made friends with our 
non-Indigenous brothers and sisters. 

We had an amazing two days in the 
Spirit of Reconciliation. God/Creator 
willing, we shall do it all again 
sometime soon! 
Giga waabamin!
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To the Indigenous people, the forests, 
prairies, and lakes of Riding Mountain 
were favourite hunting and fishing 
ground. Two hundred years ago, the 
Cree were in possession of the highlands 
while their allies, the Assiniboines, 
roamed the prairies in pursuit of the 
bison. These people followed the retreat 
of the bison herds to the west and were 
replaced by the Ojibway, who still live in 
the area today.

Between 1731 and 1749, Pierre de la 
Verendrye and his sons explored and 
traded on the plains around Riding 
Mountain. A post was established 
on Lake Dauphin in 1741, and soon 
the Hudson’s Bay Company followed 
suit. By the 1800s, the mountain was 
surrounded by posts, and a rich harvest 
of furs flowed outward to distant 
countries. Resulting from 150 years 
of exploitation, the populations of fur 
bearers were significantly reduced. 
Species such as the otter, marten, fisher 
and wolverine disappeared completely.

Since riding was the easiest means of 
exploring the rugged highland in search 
of furs and game, the original name of 
Fort Dauphin Hill was changed to Riding 
Mountain, which is still used today. 
Among the first settlers were Robert 
Campbell and his son Glen Lyon, who 
cleared the Strathclair Trail.

After Canadian Pacific Rail reached 
Brandon in 1881, settlers from 

Eastern Canada, Europe and the 
U.S.A. established themselves on 
the plains around Riding Mountain. 
These settlements used the highland 
as a source of timber for building, 
railroads, firewood, and wild meat to 
supplement their food supply. The need 
for conservation of our natural resources 
was recognized in the closing years of 
the 19th century. The highland was 
withdrawn from settlement and made a 
forest reserve. At this time, the area was 
still noted for its hunting.

It was under the forest service that the 
system of issuing permits to lease land 
and build cottages was initiated in 1925. 
Prior to that time, only hunters’ camps 
existed for short periods on the shore of 
Clear Lake. A hunting camp existed near 
what is now referred to as Deep Bay 
(formerly known as Seaplane Bay and 

before that Montague Bay, named after 
a doctor from Minnedosa). After 1912, 
George Clark and his wife from Newdale 
camped on the shores of Clear Lake, and 
for years this area was officially known 
as Clark’s Beach.

On May 30, 1930, the Forest Reserve 
became Riding Mountain National 
Park, and at the official dedication on 
July 26, 1933, a bronze plaque on the 
cairn on the main beach was erected 
to commemorate the event. It reads: 
“This Tablet commemorates the official 
opening of Riding Mountain National 
Park, an area dedicated to the people of 
Canada for their benefit, education, and 
enjoyment.”

During more recent historic times, 
various Indigenous peoples inhabited 
the region. The Ojibway migrated 

from eastern regions to inhabit the 
Riding Mountain area, previously the 
home of the Nakota (Assiniboine) 
Nation. The Nakota are known to have 
travelled widely and regularly between 
the Souris, upper Assiniboine, South 
Saskatchewan and Missouri rivers long 
before horses played a significant role 
in their travels. The Nakotas shifted 
west and south due to their declining 
numbers caused by European diseases, 
shifting tribal boundaries, declining 
local bison herds and resources for 
trading, and a westward shifting of the 
fur trade establishments, particularly up 
the Missouri River.

The Ojibway, active suppliers to the fur 
trade, roamed the Riding Mountain area 
in pursuit of fur as well as maintaining 
a traditional lifestyle of fishing and 
hunting. The creation of Canada 
necessitated the signing of treaties 
between the Government of Canada and 
Indigenous peoples in the 1870s. These 
treaties created the reserve system, 
and today there are several First Nation 
communities around the Park.

In 1896, a Fishing Reserve was 
established on the shores of Clear Lake 
for the Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First 
Nations at Elphinstone. This Indian 
reserve was wrongfully removed in 
1930 by the Department of the Interior 
at the time of the establishment of 
the Park. This land was returned to the 
Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nation 

The Anishinaabe... from page 5

Dauphin, Manitoba late 1800s History Historic Photos Pictures Prairies West Settlement Settlers Homesteaders (Source: 
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/564638872036611729/)
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Youth Council is comprised 
of one appointed member 

from each Local Nation, 
it advises and makes 

recommendations 
regarding sports, 

recreation and games, 
with one representative 

to attend all Council 
meetings.

Youth 
Council

in 1991 after a land claim by the Band. 
Additional lands in this area, commonly 
referred to as the 1906 lands, are 
presently the focus of a land claim by the 
Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nations. 
Oral histories of various First Nations’ 
elders have added to this archaeological 
and geographical knowledge. 
Understanding of the strong spiritual 
meaning that the mountain provided 
to Indigenous people has grown. The 
sacredness of the mountain is linked to 
its abundant water.

To the Indigenous people, the forests, 
prairies, and lakes of Riding Mountain 
were favourite hunting and fishing 
ground. Two hundred years ago, the 
Cree were in possession of the highlands 
while their allies, the Assiniboines, 
roamed the prairies in pursuit of the 
bison. These people followed the retreat 
of the bison herds to the west and were 
replaced by the Ojibway, who still live in 
the area today.

Between 1731 and 1749, Pierre de la 
Verendrye and his sons explored and 
traded on the plains around Riding 
Mountain. A post was established 
on Lake Dauphin in 1741, and soon 
the Hudson’s Bay Company followed 
suit. By the 1800s, the mountain was 
surrounded by posts, and a rich harvest 
of furs flowed outward to distant 
countries. Resulting from 150 years 
of exploitation, the populations of fur 
bearers were significantly reduced. 
Species such as the otter, marten, fisher 
and wolverine disappeared completely.

Since riding was the easiest means of 
exploring the rugged highland in search 
of furs and game, the original name of 
Fort Dauphin Hill was changed to Riding 
Mountain, which is still used today. 
Among the first settlers were Robert 
Campbell and his son Glen Lyon, who 
cleared the Strathclair Trail.

After Canadian Pacific Rail reached 
Brandon in 1881, settlers from 
Eastern Canada, Europe and the 
U.S.A. established themselves on 
the plains around Riding Mountain. 
These settlements used the highland 
as a source of timber for building, 
railroads, firewood, and wild meat to 
supplement their food supply. The need 
for conservation of our natural resources 
was recognized in the closing years of 
the 19th century. The highland was 
withdrawn from settlement and made a 
forest reserve. At this time, the area was 

still noted for its hunting.

It was under the forest service that the 
system of issuing permits to lease land 
and build cottages was initiated in 1925. 
Prior to that time, only hunters’ camps 
existed for short periods on the shore of 
Clear Lake. A hunting camp existed near 
what is now referred to as Deep Bay 
(formerly known as Seaplane Bay and 
before that Montague Bay, named after 
a doctor from Minnedosa). After 1912, 
George Clark and his wife from Newdale 
camped on the shores of Clear Lake, and 
for years this area was officially known 
as Clark’s Beach.

On May 30, 1930, the Forest Reserve 
became Riding Mountain National 
Park, and at the official dedication on 
July 26, 1933, a bronze plaque on the 
cairn on the main beach was erected 
to commemorate the event. It reads: 

“This Tablet commemorates the official 
opening of Riding Mountain National 
Park, an area dedicated to the people of 
Canada for their benefit, education, and 
enjoyment.”

During more recent historic times, 
various Indigenous peoples inhabited 
the region. The Ojibway migrated 
from eastern regions to inhabit the 
Riding Mountain area, previously the 
home of the Nakota (Assiniboine) 
Nation. The Nakota are known to have 
travelled widely and regularly between 
the Souris, upper Assiniboine, South 
Saskatchewan and Missouri rivers long 
before horses played a significant role 
in their travels. The Nakotas shifted 
west and south due to their declining 
numbers caused by European diseases, 
shifting tribal boundaries, declining 
local bison herds and resources for 
trading, and a westward shifting of the 
fur trade establishments, particularly up 
the Missouri River.

The Ojibway, active suppliers to the fur 
trade, roamed the Riding Mountain area 
in pursuit of fur as well as maintaining 
a traditional lifestyle of fishing and 
hunting. The creation of Canada 
necessitated the signing of treaties 
between the Government of Canada and 
Indigenous peoples in the 1870s. These 
treaties created the reserve system, 
and today there are several First Nation 
communities around the Park.

In 1896, a Fishing Reserve was 
established on the shores of Clear Lake 

The Anishinaabe... from page 21

Source: citymuseumedmonton.ca/ Trading in the Hudson Bay Company, 1895
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First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory – Central Turtle Island
Regional Office – Pinaymootang: Pinaymootang Conference Centre, Business Rd Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R0C 0X0

Regional Office – Dauphin: Suite 119 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5
Government Building – Dauphin: 38 2nd Ave NE Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2V4 

Life Long Learning Lodge – Dauphin: 19 Memorial Blvd, Dauphin, Treaty 2 Territory, Central Turtle Island R7N 2A5

Peacemaking

for the Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First 
Nations at Elphinstone. This Indian 
reserve was wrongfully removed in 
1930 by the Department of the Interior 
at the time of the establishment of 
the Park. This land was returned to the 
Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nation 
in 1991 after a land claim by the Band. 
Additional lands in this area, commonly 
referred to as the 1906 lands, are 
presently the focus of a land claim by the 
Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nations. 
Oral histories of various First Nations’ 
elders have added to this archaeological 
and geographical knowledge. 
Understanding of the strong spiritual 
meaning that the mountain provided 
to Indigenous people has grown. The 
sacredness of the mountain is linked to 
its abundant water.

Settlement by Europeans occurred in 
the region in the late 1800s. During 
the Depression of the 1930s the park 

(Photo Source: https://theconversation.com/)

longer continue. Grey Owl, a well-known 
spokesman-advocate for conservation 
in Canada, lived in the area for a short 
time. His cabin has been restored for 
public viewing. In 1994, the East Gate 

supported a large work camp. Many 
of the facilities that visitors still enjoy 
today were constructed at that time. 
Domestic timber harvest, haying and 
livestock grazing took place but no 

entrance to the park was recognized by 
the Historic Sites and Monuments Board 
of Canada.
Submitted by: Renée McGurry
Earth Lodge Development Helper

Queen Elizabeth assured Alberta Indigenous communities that their treaties would be upheld during a visit to Calgary in 1973.
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