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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory Respond to Cowessess First 
Nation’s Discovery of 751 unmarked graves near former Marieval Indian Residential 
School in Saskatchewan. 
 
Treaty 2 Territory, June 24th, 2021  
  
The Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory (FNT2T) is expressing despair and 
share in the collective grief with our First Nation relatives across Turtle Island following 
another appalling announcement on the remains of an estimated 751 unmarked graves 
near the former Marieval Indian Residential School in Saskatchewan, which Treaty 4 and 
Treaty 2 members attended. 
 
During today’s press release, Cowessess First Nation Chief Cadmus Delorme shared that 
their search began on June 2nd, 2021, using ground penetrating radar technology.  Chief 
Cadmus stated that the Roman Catholic Church arrived in their Nation in 1886 at which 
time the gravesite began. The Marieval Indian Residential School opened in 1898 and 
closed in 1996. Chief Delorme shared that “In 1960, there may have been markers on the 
graves. The Roman Catholic Church representatives removed these headstones.” 
 
Treaty 2 Grand Chief Eugene Eastman shared “The devastating effects of the Indian 
Residential School system are far-reaching and continue to have a significant impact on our 
Nations. And we want to take this time to send our condolences and unity message to Chief 
Cadmus Delorme and the many families of Treaty 4 Territory. The Indian Residential 
School system was created for the purpose of removing Indigenous children from the 
influence of their own culture and assimilating them into the dominant Canadian culture, 
‘to kill the Indian in the child.’ These innocent children were stolen from their families and 
their Nations under the authority of the Canadian government and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, and never returned home. The anger and grief I feel right now is beyond 
measure”.  
 
The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation has created a memorial register of the 
more than 3,200 children who died at residential schools https://nctr.ca/memorial/, and 
that number continues to grow as records are located with the assistance of the ground-
penetrating radar technology. According to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada, child abuse was institutionalized and normalized at residential schools, and many 
children were also starved and experimented on. 
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 “Our Nation is urging every Canadian to take immediate action to help put an end to 
colonial genocidal policies. We call on our treaty partners, provincial, and federal 
governments to pause and remember the lives of those children. And to stand with our 
Treaty nations solidarity and issue funding for emergency wholistic mental health 
services”, concluded Grand Chief Eastman.  
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For more information on the Government of First Nations in Treaty 2 Territory, please visit 
our website at www.fnt2t.com  
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