
Children,	Families,	and	Nation	(CFN)	Mino	Ombigii’aa		

Onankonehkawin	-	Overview	

 

CFN  Law Meaning  Purpose Timing  Outcome 
Anishinaabe	
Governing	Body		

Section	
198,199,	&	
200		

The	Anishinaabe	
Governing	Body	is	
made	up	of	an	
Anishinaabe	
group,	
community	or	
people	to	which	
the	child	belongs	
and	that	has	
informed	the	
service	provider	
that	they	are	
acting	on	behalf	of	
that	Anishinaabe	
group,	
community	or	
people.	
	

The	Purpose	of	the	
Anishinaabe	
Governing	Body	is	to	
make	
representations	in	a	
civil	proceeding	in	
respect	to	the	
provision	of	child	
and	family	services	
in	relation	to	an	
Anishinaabe	child	
within	the	
jurisdiction	of	
Anishinaabe	
Agowidiiwinan	or	at	
the	discretion	of	the	
Local	Nation.	This	is	
considered	a	right	
within	this	
Onankonehkawin.	

The	Anishinaabe	
Governing	Body	
will	commence	
upon	the	passing	
of	the	Mino	
ombigii’aa	
Onankonehkawin	
and	will	meet	
monthly	to	
discuss	the	
ongoing	
administration.		

Anishinaabe	Governing	
Body;	
a) Accepts	notices	in	

relation	to	the	
Anishinaabe	child;		

b) informs	the	
service	providers	
and	Local	Nation	
that	they	are	
acting	on	behalf	of	
that	Anishinaabe	
group,	community	
or	people;		

c) make	
representation	as	
necessary;	

	

The	Bizhiw	
(Lynx)	Circle	

Sections	
2,4	&	9	

The	Bizhiw	Circle	
provides	natural	
order	in	the	
Treaty	2	Territory	
by	providing:			

The	Bizhiw	Circle	
ensures	Natural	
Order	and	
responsible	for	
restoring	physical,	

Starting	in	the	
East,	the	Bizhiw	
Circle	is	the	first	
Circle	of	Children,	

The	Bizhiw	Circle	is	to	
restore	natural	order	
through	referrals,	
education	and	wellness	
promotion,	advocacy,	



a) Wellness	
promotion;		

b) Child	
advocates;	

c) Referrals;		
d) Family	

supports;		
e) Investigations;	
f) Restorative	

peacemaking	
and;	

g) Tribunals.	

mental,	emotional,	
and	spiritual	
wellbeing	resulting	
in	Mino-
Bimaadiziwin.			

families	and	
Nations	(CFN).	

awareness,	through	
culturally	appropriate	
services,	they	also;	
	
a) accept	files	from	

outside	agencies	
and	confirm	in	
writing	that	they	
are	agreeable	to	
accept	jurisdiction	
to	provide	
services.	

The	
Waawaashkeshi	
(Deer)	Circle	

Sections	
28,29,30,	&	
31	

The	
Waawaashkeshi	
Circle	is	
responsible	for	
family	group	
counselling	and	
children	and	
families	within	
the	Nations.		

The	Waawaashkeshi	
Circle	can	provide	
intake	referrals	and	
assign	a	family	group	
conference	
coordinator	at	the	
time	of	intake.	
Referral	sources	
include:			

a) The	parent;		
b) The	wellness	

team;		
c) The	

peacemaker	
and;		

d) The	child	
advocate.		

The	
Waawaashkeshi	
Circle	upon	
receipt	of	a	
referral,	shall	
convene	a	family	
group	conference	
within	fifteen	
days	of	the	
referral	being	
received.	
	

The	outcome	is	to	
facilitate	the	family	group	
counselling	and	
conferencing	until	
required	and	to:	
	
a) work	with	the	

parents	to	
determine	who	
should	take	part;	

b) to	schedule	a	
meeting	with	each	
participant	to	
prepare	them	for	
the	family	group	
conference	and;	

c) maintain	
confidentiality	
throughout	the	
entire	process.	



The	Migizi	
(Eagle)	Circle	

Section		
Declaration	
Part	2	
	

The	Migizi	Circle	
is	responsible	for	
knowledge	
keepers,	land-
based	activities,	
wellness	centres,	
healing	lodges,	
story	telling,	
Anishinaabe	
identity,	
ceremonies	and	
programming	that	
promotes	healing	
and	wellness.	

The	Migizi	Circle	‘s	
purpose	is	to	restore	
love	and	harmony,	
helping	our	children	
acknowledge	the	
love	of	Gichi	Manidoo	
and	love	of	oneself.			
	

The	Migizi	Circle	
programs	may	be	
utilized	at	any	
given	time	and	
are	considered	
non-mandatory	
for	the	wellness	
of	children	and	
families.	

The	Migizi	Circle	intends	
to	restore	love	and	
harmony,	with	the	
following:	

a) land-based	
activities;	

b) healing	lodge;	
c) wellness	

programs	and	
wellbeing	centres;	

d) healing	programs	
and;	

e) traditional	healing	
methods	

	
The	Migizi	Circle	will	
implement	services	that	
promotes	harmony,	
peace,	balance,	natural	
order,	and	Mino-
Bimaadiziwin	
	

The	Mikinaak	
(Turtle)	Circle	

Section	4	
	

The	Mikinaak	
Circle	is	strong	
and	stable	and	
always	seeks	the	
truth.	The	
Mikinaak	
understands	that	
the	journey	of	life	
is	as	important	as	
the	destination.	

The	Mikinaak	Circle	
is	responsible	for	
teaching	truth	to	
children	to	build	
trust	in	their	parents	
and/or	customary	
caregivers.		
	

The	Mikinaak	
Circle	can	be	
accessed,	and	
teachings	
proposed	at	any	
time.		
	

The	Mikinaak	Circle	will	
be	responsible	for	the	
following:	
	
a) law	makers	and	

the	Anishinaabe	
laws;	

b) parent	advocate	
programs/support	



c) reference	of	abuse	
and	child	abuse	
committee	

	
The	Makwa	
(Bear)	Circle		

Sections	2,	
4,	&	

The	Makwa	Circle	
will	model	
courage	and	
bravery	to	protect	
children	and	
families.		

The	Makwa	Circle	
shall	follow	up	with	a	
child	and	family	
regarding	referrals	
or	if	an	intervention	
may	be	warranted,	
the	restorative	
peacemaker	shall	
immediately	report	
their	concerns	to	the	
Makwa/Bear	Circle.	

The	Makwa	Circle	
will	be	utilized	if	
an	intervention	or	
report	has	been	
made	of	a	Treaty	
2	child	or	
children.	
	

The	Makwa	Circle’s	
intent	is:	
	
a) to	protect	the	

Anishinaabe	children	
in	the	Treaty	2	
Territory;	

b) Receive	reports	as	
they	are	filed	from	
various	sources	as	
well	as	the	advocates;	

c) Follows	the	
intervention	steps;		

d) Provide	support	to	
other	Circles;	

	
The	Mahng	
(Loon)	Circle	

Section	4,	6	
&	7	

The	Mahng	Circle	
is	responsible	for	
harmony	and	
wellness	and	is	
known	for	
initiating	
processes	to	
resolve	matters	
pertaining	to	
children	and	
families.	
	

The	Mahng	Circle	
shall	sit	at	all	
proceedings,	pre-
hearings,	hearings,	
tribunals,	and	is	
responsible	for	child	
advocates,	including	
child’s	views	and	
preferences.	
	

The	Mahng	Circle	
is	utilized	in	the	
event	of	a	notice	
or	if	a	consensus	
cannot	be	
reached	by	the	
other	Circles.		

The	Mahng	Circle	shall	
conduct	a	tribunal	and	or	
hearing;	
	
a) The	Mahng	Circle	

shall	accept	
notices	along	with	
wellness	plans;	

b) Can	convene	a	
pre-hearing;	

c) Filing	notices	of	
application;	

d) Orders	and;	



e) can	conduct	an	
inquiry.	

.		
The	Ahjijawk	
(Crane)	Circle	

Section	
4,5,6,	&	7	

The	Ahjijawk	
Circle	hears	
appeals	from	the	
decisions	of	the	
Mahng	Circle.		

The	Ahjijawk	Circle,	
which	includes	a	
Grandmother’s	
Council,	is	
responsible	for	
Natural	Order	and	
hears	appeals	from	
the	Ahjijawk	Circle	

The	Ahjijawk	
Circle	hears	
appeals	after	a	
person	attends	
the	Mahng	Circle.		

The	Ahjijawk	Circle	
makes	final	decision	on	
the	Mahng	Circle	ruling.		

	

		


